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Gail Hilty receives Healthy Community Leadership Award 

By Jocelyn Pedersen 

Norman Regional's Paula Price, presented the award to Gail Hilty. Price is chairperson for Healthy Community Coalition. 

Gail Hilty was one of three recipients of the Health Community Leadership Award presented recently by the Healthy Com-
munity Coalition. 

Hilty has been a member of the Tobacco Free Cleveland County Committee since 2005, serving as chair for two years. She 
has been instrumental in the adoption of a 24/7 no tobacco policy in the Noble and Moore school districts, and has advocated 
the statewide Oklahoma PTA to adopt a resolution supporting 24/7 no tobacco policies in all public schools. 

Recently, under Hilty's support and guidance, Noble passed an ordinance banning tobacco use on all public property, making 
Noble the first city in Oklahoma to adopt such an ordinance. 

Hilty has been a member of Cleveland County Turning Point for four years, serving two years as chairman. She's also a 
member of the Noble Public Schools' Wellness Committee where she has helped implement and change school wellness 
policies, form a community wellness team, and create a wellness newsletter, which is circulated throughout the city. 

"It [receiving the award] was quite an honor," Hilty said. "The Coalition was recognizing efforts of those who helped pro-
mote the health and well-being of the residents of Noble. It was a joint effort. I didn't do it alone." 

Hilty said the Wellness Committee of Cleveland County Turning Point has partnered with Noble Public Schools to provide a 
community effort, not just a school effort. Others who have joined forces to promote wellness include Noble Chamber mem-
bers, Noble Now, the Noble Public Library, the Noble Community Coalition, the City of Noble, the Noble Farmer's Market, 
Loving Care, the Noble Foundation for Academic Excellence, the Noble Council of PTAs, and individual concerned citizens 
from the community. 

"We're working to get Oklahoma out of the 49th spot for overall health in the nation," Hilty said. "Wellness has to be a life-
style change. We can't just do walking programs." 

The Noble Public Schools Wellness Committee also is slated to receive a Healthy Community Leadership award (in the or-
ganization category). The award is to be presented at the upcoming school board meeting in January. 
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