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Kids Day In The Park  
Marsha Miller  

marsha.miller@ardmdoreite.com 
 
The annual Kids Day in the Park is set for Saturday in Central Park in downtown Ardmore. 

While the popular free event is sponsored by the Carter County Child Abuse Task Force and recognizes Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, it is also conducted in conjunction with the local Earth Day celebration. 
 
Beginning at 10 a.m. and concluding at 3 p.m., Kids Day in the Park is designed to provide family entertain-
ment for all ages including clowns, mascots, face painting, games, drawings, photos with BACA and conces-
sions. Highlights also include live entertainment. 
 
This year stage entertainment includes: 
 
· Shannon Crites dancer Zack Aman at 10:30 a.m. 
 
· Love Grove Schools "Jump 
 
· Jive" at 11 a.m. 
 
· Plainview School dancers at 11:15 a.m. 
 
· JOM Indian Dancers at 11:30 a.m. 
 
· "Gitchiee Gitchiee Goo" performed by Lauren Austin at noon 
 
· Singer Richard Hudson at 12:30 p.m. 
 
· Cheer Connection Outlaws at 1 p.m. 
 
· "Concrete Angels" performed by Emily Davis, Hailey Stamper, Darian Eller and Avery Glasson at 1:30 p.m. 
 
· Hip Hop dancer Jamie Sparks at 2 p.m. 
 
Special attractions throughout the day will include a rock climbing wall, obstacle course, moon bounce and a 
trackless train. 
 
Those participating with information booths include: Ardmore Fire Department, Ardmore Police Department 
(child fingerprinting identification), Southern Oklahoma Ambulance Service, Noble Foundation (planting flow-
ers with children), SAFEKIDS, Carter County Health Department, Turning Point, ABATE, Ardmore Animal 
Shelter, Citizens Bank (children's IDs), Sooner Start, Chickasaw Nation Department of Family Advocacy, Ard-
more Rite Care and the Chickasaw Regional Library. 
 
 
 



KICM, OG&E, BancFirst and the Ard-more Beautification Council are sponsoring the Expo. 
 
"Each year, we offer the Expo as a way to get everyone geared up for springtime," said Barbara Zink, who 
serves as event chair. "This year, we have some new exhibitors and our venue offers five distinct categories: 
 
· Recycling - Citizens can bring old tires in to be recycled. No commercial tires can be included or tires for 
tractors, equipment such as forklifts or backhoes or off-road tires. No tires with rims can be collected. Other 
items that will be collected for recycling include furniture, household items and clothing in resalable condition. 
Batteries, cell phones, aluminum cans and computers and parts may be dropped off. A pharmaceutical take-
back for prescription drugs will be conducted. However, no controlled or scheduled medications can be ac-
cepted. The annual plant swap allows people to bring plants in to be traded for something they would like to 
grow in their garden. 
 
· Sales - Recycled garden art, soap, 300 crape myrtle shrubs in a variety of colors, Earth Day T-shirts, vegeta-
ble plants, bedding plants of flowers, flower combo-pots, potted cannas, organic art, glass creations and trees 
will be sold. 
 
· Entertainment - The Dickson Showcase will bring 22 performers to the stage, the Ardmore City School Ele-
mentary Show Choir will perform, a singer and a hip-hop dancer will entertain the crowd. Mascots from 
clowns to Mother Earth, from Tidy Tiger to Ms. Tree will mingle among the crowd, entertaining everyone. 
 
· Environmental Displays - These will include the OSU Vermicomposting with red wiggler worms, a stream 
hydrology demonstration, photography and Habitat for Humanity Restore. The OSU Insect Adventure, coming 
back for a second year, will offer hand-sized millipedes, a variety of spiders and other critters of interest. Infor-
mation on tree planting and care will be available, along with Okie-Dirt compost from the City of Ardmore, 
information on cell phones and goats and an educational environmental game to test your expertise on the en-
vironment. 
 
· Kid's Crafts - Face painting, play dough, Slime, shell necklaces, Earth Day coloring, understanding the water 
cycle, hairy potato heads, alien bug antennas, balsawood airplanes, wind socks, puppet making, edible land-
fills, leaf prints and worm pencils will offer youngsters lots of options for fun. 
 
Earth Day began 40 years ago as a way to give respect to the Earth and identify ways people can preserve 
natural resources for the future. 
 
KICM will emcee the event, beginning at 10 a.m. and continuing through the day introducing the live enter-
tainment. Everyone is encouraged to come join in the fun. 
 
Those with questions may call (580) 223-2230 to learn more about the 2010 Earth 1st Expo. 

Kids Day in the Park began in 1990 and was the only activity of its kind in the state. While the event is geared 
toward family fun, Shirley Barrick and Debbie Stamper, event co-coordinators, said the event also has another 
purpose aimed at preventing child abuse. 
 
"Kids Day in the Park recognizes Child Abuse Prevention Month and educates the community as to the agen-
cies and services available to assist children and their families," Barrick said. 
 
In 2009, Kids Day in the Park drew more than 5,000 participants. To ask questions, call Barrick or Stamper at 
(580) 490-6060. 
 
BancFirst Plaza, 310 W. Main St. in Ardmore is the location for the 14th annual Earth 1st Expo on Saturday. 
This family-oriented, environmental fair offers a variety of things to keep everyone busy throughout the day. 
The event is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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