
The Carter County Health Department hosted a town hall meeting for the public to discuss the aftermath of the documentary and 
to figure out where to go now. 

"You can't expect the government to solve the problem. It will take all of us working together," State District 48 Rep. Pat Ownbey 
said Thursday. 

Television ratings show that between 1.5 and 2 million Oklahomans watched the documentary Jan. 13, according to a press re-
lease from the State of Oklahoma. 

A community watch party at the Ardmore Convention Center drew about 450 people plus a panel of local people afterwards. 

To the people gathered on Thursday, education about meth was a key issue. 

"The best way is to not let it happen and it starts with the family," Ownbey said. 

LeAnn Laney, a former user herself who works with recovering addicts, said Thursday her status as an ex-user helps her in work-
ing with other users trying to get clean. 

"It's a blessing to work with these people -- if I can do it (get clean), anyone can," she said. 

However, education is not limited to only adolescents. 

"Parents and adults cook meth. Children do not," Ardmore Crystal Darkness Committee Chair Judy Cavner said Thursday. 

We have to stop being loyal to meth cookers and get people the help or get them incarcerated, Cavner said. 

Other issues discussed included the drawbacks to recovering meth addicts who cannot get a job due to felony convictions and the 
lack of funding for recovery programs. 

Representatives from the Ardmore Police and Fire Departments discussed their role in responding to and cleaning up meth labs. 
The Fire Department's new hazardous materials unit was on display in the parking lot. 

One of the officers remarked that adults shoulder the burden of combating meth use among the young. 

"Kids are looking at parents as role models who are using this stuff," he said. 

According to the statewide Crystal Darkness campaign press release, "Phase Two is a comprehensive approach that involves 
statewide drug awareness education and training for schools, parents and community groups, as well as ensuring law enforcement 
entities continue working together to suppress and eliminate meth production." 

The county health department has already begun planning an adolescent drug summit for eighth-graders in April. 

"We cannot arrest our way out of the methamphetamine epidemic, and last week, Oklahomans showed they are ready to fix this 
problem," co-chair of the Crystal Darkness campaign and president of the Burbridge Foundation Wes Lane said. 

Jennifer Lindsey, 221-6526—jennifer.lindsey@ardmoreite.com 

January 23, 2009  
 

Crystal Clear  
Jennifer Lindsey, Education Reporter  

The Daily Ardmoreite 
 
Phase one of the Crystal Darkness campaign wrapped up Thursday night. 
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