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Crystal Darkness to show dangers of meth abuse
Randy Mitchell Staff Writer

Ada — A shocking documentary dubbed Crystal Darkness will hit the airwaves in Oklahoma Jan. 13.

Crystal Darkness Oklahoma, Co-chaired by Oklahoma First Lady Kim Henry, begins with the airing of a half-hour docu-
mentary on all Oklahoma television stations, as well as radio and Internet media. The documentary will feature testimonials
graphically articulating the devastating impact meth has had on families and communities across the state.

Ada Schools Superintendent Pat Harrison is inviting residents to attend an upcoming Crystal Darkness Community Watch
Party on Jan. 13 at 6 p.m. in the Ada Cougar Activity Center at Ada High School.

Harrison said the goal of the event is to build awareness of the effects of methamphetamine (Crystal Meth) on the user, the
user’s family and the community. The event will include an Oklahoma-produced documentary which will feature the critical
issues surrounding meth throughout Oklahoma.

The documentary will be shown at 6:30 p.m. followed by a panel discussion which will include a former meth addict in suc-
cessful recovery, a treatment specialist, a family member affected by an addict, a member of law enforcement, a judge, and a
member of the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics.

“Seniors in Oklahoma high schools are considered more likely to use Crystal Meth than high school seniors in any other
state,” Harrison said.

“Additionally, meth is regarded as the most serious drug of our times because the user can become addicted the first time the
drug is tried. There is no drug that threatens our students in the same manner; students under 10 years of age have become
addicted to meth in Oklahoma.”

Refreshments will be provided and information booths will be available to visit.

“If you are a parent or guardian of a fifth grader through senior high student, you are encouraged to attend this educational
event with your child,” Harrison said. “By building awareness about the effects of meth, it is hoped that the problem can be
tackled together.”

According to the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS), Pontotoc County
ranked third in Oklahoma for residents entering ODMHSAS-funded treatment with methamphetamine as their primary drug
of choice from fiscal year 2005 to fiscal year 2007.

The Pontotoc County rate was 64.5 admitted consumers served per 10,000 residents in FY 2007, compared to the state rate
of 18.6.

According to the Oklahoma Prevention Needs Assessment (OPNA) in 2006, 9.9 percent of the Pontotoc County students
surveyed said they used meth at least once while 7.9 percent said they had used meth in the past 30 days, compared to 6.2
percent and 4 percent respectively of those surveyed statewide.
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