
 

 

March 20, 2012 
 
 
RE: MDS 3.0 RAI Manual & Item Set Changes  

Effective on Assessments with an ARD of April 1, 2012 or Later 
 
Dear Nursing Home Administrator and/or MDS Coordinator: 
 
CMS has been in the process of revising the MDS 3.0 for the last few months.  In an effort to help 
prepare you for the revisions, we have compiled a brief summary of the most significant changes to the 
MDS 3.0 RAI Manual known to date.  This is not an all-inclusive listing and does not cover everything 
you need to know in order to accurately code assessments after the revisions become effective.   
 
You must obtain a revised RAI Manual.  Various companies publish the MDS 3.0 manual, so you may 
purchase one or you can download the entire Manual from the CMS website.  We provide easy access to 
the manual from our website.  Go to http://mds.health.ok.gov and click on “MDS 3.0 Manual” on the far 
right side of the screen.  This will take you directly to the CMS website.  Scroll down this page until you 
reach “Downloads” then click on the file titled “MDS 3.0 RAI Manual V1.08.”   
 
All staff participating in the MDS process must read and understand the manual revisions in order to 
accurately code MDS 3.0 assessments.  CMS has provided “Change Tables” as part of the manual to 
assist in your review.  Instead of making additional updates to the April 2012 manual, CMS has opted to 
issue Errata documents to correct any inaccuracies or additional changes that might occur.  Please 
review all of the April 2012 Change Tables and the Errata document also found in the “Downloads” 
section underneath the RAI Manual.  Check this area of the website periodically as this is where CMS will 
post any new information. 
 
Your facility MDS software will need to be updated prior to completing any assessments with an ARD 
of April 1, 2012 or later.  Please contact your software vendor to schedule your update if you have not 
already done so. 
 
In the event you need assistance accessing the current RAI Manual or if you have questions regarding 
the changes, please feel free to contact the QIES Help Desk at (405) 271-5278. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Carla Petty, RN, BSN, MPH, CPHQ 
Director of MDS/OASIS 
Quality Improvement & Evaluation Service 
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 “Admission/Reentry”   
changed to “Admission/ 
Entry or Reentry” 

 “Mental Retardation 
(MR)” changed to 
“Intellectual  Disability”

 Skip pattern changes on 
some item sets

 Review Chapter 4 for 
CAA changes

 Discharge Assessments 
divided into “Planned 
Discharge” & “Unplanned 
Discharge”

 Look for upcoming 
information related to:
◦ Definition of 

“Unplanned Discharge”
◦ “Unscheduled 

Assessment Interviews”
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 New Item Set “A0050”; Replaces X0100—Type of  
Record
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 Added A0310G—Planned or Unplanned Discharge

Watch for upcoming clarification from CMS on 
“Unplanned Discharge”
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5

“A1500” –Additional  type of assessment codes added to: 
“Complete only if A0310A = 01, “03, 04, 05” have been 
added
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 New Item added: “A1510. Level II Preadmission 
Screening and Resident Review (PASRR) Conditions”
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7

Added “09: Long Term 
Care Hospital (LTCH)” to 
Item “A1800:  Entered 
From”    AND 
“A2100: Discharged To”
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 I4800 “Dementia” changed to “Non-Alzheimer’s Dementia” 
and definition changed to include “Lewy body dementia”

 Other Changes to “Section I”:  Existing definitions changed 
and new definition  “Nursing Monitoring” added on Page I-3 of 
the RAI Manual
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9

 Coding definition on #8 “Activity did not occur” has been changed

Watch for the new definition throughout Section G
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1) New Item Set added “K0310 Weight Gain”
2) “K0500” renumbered to “K0510”
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11

 “K0510” has two columns “While NOT a resident” and “While a Resident”  

 K0700 revised to reflect above changes
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 Added Number “9”—”None of the Above”

Notice multiple changes throughout Section M related to placing emphasis 
on number of these pressure ulcers (i.e., “Number of these Stage 2 
pressure ulcers that were present upon admission/entry or reentry”)
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13

Two new categories added under “M1040”; “G” Skin Tear(s) and 
“H” Moisture Associated Skin Damage (MASD)
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 “N0400”  replaced with “N0410”;  AND now includes 
“number of days” the resident received any of the listed classes 
of medications during the preceding 7 days since admission/entry 
or re-entry if less than 7 days

 Definition change in RAI Manual Pages N-4, N-5 and N-7
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 Look for changes throughout “Section O” in 
RAI Manual

 Notice change in information related to 
Therapy Start Date on Page 0-17
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 Deleted Q0400B and added New Item Set “Q0490”

 Review all of “Section Q” for multiple changes

 



9 
 

17

New Item Set added “Q0550”

“Q0600”  Revised

 
 

 

 Review “Intent” on Page X-1 RAI Manual 

 “X0100”—Type of Record was deleted and 
replaced by “A0050—Type of Record

 Changes to “X0600 A & F” Number 99 revised 

 “X0600C” Number 4—Change of Therapy 
added

 “X0900” Revised to reflect change in Item 
Number from “X0100” to “A0050”
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 Visit QIES website for valuable resource 
information: http://mds.health.ok.gov
◦ Easy access to MDS 3.0 RAI Manual and Errata 

Documents

◦ “Educational Resources” see announcements of 
upcoming workshops

◦ MDS 3.0 RAI Panel Questions and Answers

◦ MDS Code of Federal Regulations

◦ Many other links and resources
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Quality Improvement and Evaluation Services 
(QIES) Help Desk

Phone: (405) 271- 5278

Carla Petty, Director of MDS/OASIS
Bob Bischoff, Automation Program Manager
Robin Crouch, MDS/OASIS RN Consultant
Diane Henry, MDS/OASIS RN Consultant
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