
On Dec. 1, 2009, the city of Shawnee was named a SAFE Community by the Nation-
al Safety Council’s Safe Communities Program, part of the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO). This designation is awarded to communities that demonstrate out-
standing leadership in promoting safety, reducing injuries, and preparing citizens 
for disasters. Shawnee is the first community in Oklahoma and the eighth in the 
nation to receive this prestigious honor.

The Pottawatomie County Health Department (CHD) and Local Emergency Plan-
ning Committee (LEPC) took the lead role in achieving this designation by partner-
ing with many organizations, including the hospital, emergency management, 
police and fire departments, the Red Cross, city government, Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation, local businesses, the 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health, and community vol-
unteers. The group assessed 
the strengths and needs of 
the community and the Pot-
tawatomie CHD utilized the 
information to prepare the 
comprehensive application. 
The application included a 
complete community assess-
ment of government, demo-
graphics, universities, and 
culture; data on state, county, 
and local injuries; and a list of 
community safety programs.

On Nov. 5-6, 2009, the Pottawatomie CHD and LEPC hosted WHO certifiers for an 
on-site assessment of the community’s partnerships and programs. Following the 
visit, the certifiers noted “The community actively reaches out to multiple organiza-
tions to partner on injury prevention initiatives that address all ages and has dem-
onstrated a commitment to implementing long-term sustainable programs that are 
evidence-based and grounded in scientific evaluation.” On Dec. 1, 2009, an official 
letter was issued recognizing Shawnee as an International SAFE Community. 

On April 17, 2010, the city of Shawnee, in connection with the Kelsey Briggs Foun-
dation, hosted a Child Abuse Prevention and Family Safety Day at the municipal 
auditorium. Part of the day’s festivities included the presentation and celebration of 
Shawnee’s SAFE Community designation. Paul Kells, founder of SAFE Communi-
ties Canada, presented the plaque, and stated “Shawnee joins 181 other communi-
ties in 22 counties around the world who are now WHO SAFE Communities. You’ve 
done a marvelous job to work together, analyze and make a difference. We salute 
your passion and dedication.” 
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In addition to Kells, Mayor Linda Peterson; Tina Johnson, administrator of the 
Pottawatomie CHD; and Karen Lyall, chair of the LEPC, were on hand to sign the 
designation. “It’s very humbling to be here today. I’m proud to represent Shaw-
nee as the recipient of the Safe Communities designation,” Peterson said. 

Pottawatomie CHD strengthened existing partnerships 
and created new ones.

A wealth of community resources were identified, allow-
ing better referrals and more efficient use of resources.

New programs for high-risk populations were devel-
oped. (For example, the Pottawatomie CHD initiated  
Tai Chi within the community by providing free training 
to key organizations.)

A greater emphasis is now placed on program evalua-
tion. In fact, all Pottawatomie CHD programs will have  
an evaluation component (be evidence-based).

Grant opportunities are now available to the City of 
Shawnee, businesses, and community organizations.
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