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A different health care choice 

Editor: 
 
I am writing in response to the article in the McAlester News-Capital that ran on April 23 entitled 
“Health On Tap During Meeting,” which discussed the difficulties of the local health care system as a 
result of the recent economic recession. While, to my knowledge, all the information given was true 
and accurate, there is another option for patient care that I would like to bring to the attention of the 
residents of Pittsburg County. 
 
Caring Hands Healthcare Centers, Inc. is a federally- funded community health center with clinics in 
both McAlester and Hartshorne that accepts patients without insurance and determines fees accord-
ing to a sliding scale based on family size and income. This means that patients pay an amount that 
is in accordance with what their household brings in. Community Health Centers are part of a na-
tionwide plan that began in the 1960s. 
 
The purpose of a community health center is to provide regular and inexpensive care to its popula-
tion, therefore cutting down on costly emergency room visits and resulting in better health for the pa-
tient. Part of the funding for a community health center (less than 40 percent) is from the federal 
government with the intent and purpose of providing a medical home to the uninsured and under-
served. 
 
Those who have no insurance, have Sooner Care, Medicaid or Medicare can receive the regular 
care that they need without resulting in a devastating expense to themselves or to the provider. The 
federal funding helps to make up for the money that the patient is unable to pay, allowing us to con-
tinue operating at a high level of care. 
 
We are not a “free” clinic, but we help those who need it, while taking as little as possible of their 
much-needed income. This health care model is a very viable option for everyone in these difficult 
and unsteady times. We at CHHC have a sincere desire to contribute to the health and welfare of 
our community as a part of the overall health care system that is in place in McAlester and surround-
ing areas. 
 
Bradley K. Stanton, CEO 
 
Caring Hands Healthcare Centers, Inc. 
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