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Local health center gets big bucks
From submitted reports

More than $7.8 million dollars of President Obama’s $155 million Recovery Act grant funds will be
used to support six additional community health centers in Oklahoma, including one serving McAles-
ter and Hartshorne.

Newly funded CHC sites include Caring Hands Healthcare Centers, Inc., in McAlester and Harts-
horne.

In 2007, Oklahoma CHCs served more than 107,000 patients — nearly 50 percent of whom were
uninsured — providing affordable, comprehensive health services to Oklahomans across the state.
With the additional grant funds, CHCs will be able to serve 40,000 additional Oklahomans and will
create more than 300 jobs.

“Continuing to grow and offer primary care services to Oklahomans who need it most is a priority of
community health centers,” said Greta Stewart, executive director of Oklahoma Primary Care Asso-
ciation.

Last week’s awards will increase Oklahoma’s current community health center count of 14 organiza-
tions operating 27 sites to 17 organizations operating 33 sites across the state. CHCs are patient-
centered medical homes that offer high quality primary, oral and behavioral health care delivery,
along with many other preventive and primary care services. CHCs work with local providers to es-
tablish seamless systems of affordable, high quality health care available to everyone, including
those with Medicaid, Medicare, no insurance, major medical coverage, or full-coverage insurance. In
addition to charging on income-based sliding fee scales, patients receive significant savings on pre-
scription drug costs due to CHC participation in the federal 340B drug pricing program.

CHCs receive a federal grant along with support from a variety of sources including patients, foun-
dations and other funding sources.

For information on community health centers in Oklahoma, visit www.okpca.org or contact Okla-
homa Primary Care Association at 405-424-2282.
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