
 
 

 
 
Important CMS Updates and Webinar Recordings 

April 3, 2020 

  
(webpage links are in red) 
COVID-19 Long-Term Care Facility Guidance from CMS 

CMS and CDC have issued new recommendations to nursing homes and long-term 
care facilities in general to help mitigate the spread of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19).  

On March 13, 2020, CMS issued unprecedented targeted direction to the long-term 
care facility industry instructing them to prohibit visitors and follow strict infection 
control and other screening recommendations. However, recent observations made by 
CDC and CMS experts onsite in facilities have emphasized that even more must be 
done to universally implement this key guidance.  Therefore, CMS and the Department 
of Health are issuing revised guidance that includes: 

• For the duration of the state of emergency in Oklahoma, all long-term care 
facility personnel should wear a facemask while they are in the facility.  

• In accordance with previous CDC preparedness guidance, every individual 
regardless of reason entering a long-term care facility, (including residents, 
staff, visitors, outside healthcare workers, vendors, etc.) should be asked about 
COVID-19 symptoms and they must also have their temperature checked. 
Temperature checks of staff should be done at entrance, mid-shift and at 
end of shift for all shifts of 7 hours or more. An exception to this is 
Emergency Medical Service (EMS) workers responding to an urgent medical 
need. They do not have to be screened, as they are typically screened 
separately. 

• In accordance with previous CDC guidance for nursing homes, every resident 
should be assessed for symptoms and have their temperature checked daily  

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/4220-covid-19-long-term-care-facility-guidance.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-new-measures-protect-nursing-home-residents-covid-19
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/novel-coronavirus-2019-Nursing-Homes-Preparedness-Checklist_3_13.pdf


• Full PPE should be worn per CDC guidelines for the care of any resident with 
known or suspected COVID-19 per CDC guidance on conservation of PPE. 

• If COVID-19 transmission occurs in the facility, healthcare personnel 
should wear full PPE for the care of all residents irrespective of COVID-19 
diagnosis or symptoms 

• When possible, all long-term care facility residents, whether they have COVID-
19 symptoms or not, should cover their noses and mouths when staff are in 
their room. Residents may use tissues for this, or could also use cloth, or non-
medical masks when available.   

Please click here to view the most recent information regarding infection control 
compliance, PPE, prevention of transmission and more. 

 
 

Recording of Long-Term Webinar on Wednesday, April 1st.   

The Long-Term Care Survey Division, Mike Cook, Service Director, along with James 
Joslin, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, provided the second in a series of weekly 
Webex’s on Wednesday, March 25, 2020:  Long-Term Care Provider Webex—COVID-
19 Updates. Click here to access the recording of that Webex. You will need to 
download the Cisco Webex player. 

Tune in each Wednesday at 2:00 to receive the most current updates and guidance 
related to the prevention and management of the coronavirus. Watch these updates for 
next Wednesday’s next call in number. 

*Please note the CDC and CMS guidance updates frequently and each WebEx 
contains current information that is available at the time of the recording.  

 
  
Recording of Long-Term Webinar on Wednesday, March 25th.  

Due to some technical difficulties, some people had trouble accessing the webinar 
recording from last week. Here is the link for last week's webinar, but please keep in 
mind that the current health crisis is an ever-evolving situation, and some information 
may have changed since the time of this recording. We apologize for any 
inconvenience the issues may have caused. 

 
  

Do you have MDS or OASIS questions? 
Contact the QIES Help Desk at (405) 271-5278 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/index.html
https://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/COVID-19-long-term-care-facility-guidance_Revised%20Guidance_2020_0403.pdf
https://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/COVID-19-long-term-care-facility-guidance_Revised%20Guidance_2020_0403.pdf
https://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/COVID-19-long-term-care-facility-guidance_Revised%20Guidance_2020_0403.pdf
https://meet.ouhsc.edu/orion/playback.do?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=17786&rKey=010000006591d6387e680dd0f77b10096ca9299ce8f7ef6900a503cd6fdf335538293274f1
https://meet.ouhsc.edu/orion/playback.do?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=17742&rKey=0100000065ac9cf7484ae5a19d67cfb32dbf171f1024cf6cfd5b99cf577d000881c0dcbb7e


MDShelp@health.ok.gov or OASIShelp@health.ok.gov  

  

Your Oklahoma QIES Help Desk team -  
                    
                         Diane Henry, State RAI Coordinator  
                         Wanda Roberts, State Automation Coordinator 
                         Holly Murphy, RN Consultant 
                         Danita Leyndyke, Administrative Assistant 
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