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Oklahoma State Department of Health 
Oklahoma Health Improvement Planning (OHIP) Team Meeting 

Tulsa Health Department 
Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

 
 

Minutes 
 
Members Present: Dr. Terry Cline, Gary Cox, Dr. Bruce Dart, Reggie Ivey, Marjorie Lyons,        
Dr. Gary Raskob, Tracey Strader 
Designees Present: Nicole Amend, Dr. Stephen Cagle, Robert McPherson 
Other Attendees Present: John Kidd, Joyce Marshall, Mark Newman 
 
Welcome & Opening Remarks – Dr. Cline 

Dr. Cline extended a thank you to the Tulsa Health Department for hosting this meeting 
and welcomed everyone.  
 

Approval of April 6, 2011 Meeting Minutes – OHIP Team 
• Gary Raskob made a motion to approve the April 6, 2011 minutes. The motion was seconded 

by Tracey Strader. Minutes approved.  
 

Flagship Workgroups Update - Dr. Gary Raskob  
• The Flagship Workgroups continue to be productive, on track, and progressing as 

expected.  As this group moves forward to further implementation, it should keep in 
mind, as a core principle, “what gets measured gets attention.” 

� One highlight for the Obesity workgroup is the completion and availability of the 
online searchable inventory database that identifies evidence-based or promising 
programs that address physical activity, nutrition, and obesity issues. 

� The Children’s Health workgroup is identifying leadership for each of the ten 
major focus areas in the Oklahoma Children’s Health Plan and is developing an 
implementation plan as well.   

� A successful effort for the Tobacco workgroup has been the increase of youth (16 
years of age and up) utilizing the Tobacco Helpline to receive assistance through 
the quit coaches. 
 

Infrastructure Work Groups Update – Joyce Marshall 
• Access to Care 

� This workgroup will be participating in a series of town hall meetings in 
Oklahoma and Tulsa in September to discuss healthcare reform, including health 
insurance exchange. Legislators will be leading those town hall meetings.  

• Public/Private Partnerships (formerly Health Systems Effectiveness) 
� This group is pulling in new partners, formulating the group, and will be moving 

forward into action plans. 
• Public Health Finance 

� A full report has been completed with recommendations for actions and key 
components necessary for a successful public health finance program.  
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• Workforce Development 
� Great strides have been made in expanding the use of telemedicine across the 

state.  HB 2017 was passed and signed by the Governor that allows OPMTC 
(Oklahoma Physician Manpower Training Center) to set disbursement amounts 
and duration to Primary Care Residency Programs at OU and OSU to address 
healthcare manpower shortages. There is no funding for the bill at this time. To 
expand educational capacity, an on-line student portal system is on track to be up 
and running in Oklahoma City beginning this fall semester and will be used to 
facilitate clinical placement of students in healthcare settings statewide.  

 
Introduction of New Work Group Chairs – Dr. Terry C line 

• The new chair for the OHIP Infrastructure workgroups is Gary Cox, Oklahoma City-
County Health Department.  The new chair for the OHIP Obesity workgroup is Bruce 
Dart, Tulsa Health Department. 
 

Health Equity Integration Discussion – All 
• The issues around health equity are complex. How can OHIP assist in impacting those 

health disparities and create health equity throughout Oklahoma? There are many issues 
to consider such as poverty, social class, education level, fragmented family structures, 
and crime, just to name a few.  Engaging the people who live in the communities is 
important for regular input and feedback. OHIP involves a diverse group of partners who 
will participate and assist in finding measureable solutions that will have an impact. A 
charge was made to the chairs of the OHIP work groups to formulate a plan on how to 
assure health equities are addressed and integrated into the workgroup discussions on 
finding solutions and how to track the progress toward health equity. Workgroup 
members need to understand the challenges, have the right partners, ask the right 
questions, and gather the appropriate data as they prepare a plan to address health 
inequities.  

• Walmart has expressed interest in working with public health and is piloting some 
“Walmart Express” facilities that focus on pharmacy and affordable and accessible fresh 
fruits and vegetables.  They want to engage local growers.  This will help to address 
existing food deserts in both rural and urban areas in Oklahoma.  

 
SFY 2012 OHIP Legislative Agenda – Dr. Mark Newman 

• The 2012 OHIP legislative agenda items will remain the same as the 2011 legislative 
agenda items due to their criticality and the momentum that is being reached.  These 
agenda items include restoring local rights (tobacco), assuring health education is taught 
in all state public schools, and strengthening the graduated driver’s license law. Having 
the legislative priorities in place last year was helpful to many other organizations in their 
on-going efforts.  Dr. Newman thanked everyone for all their help and support in 
advancing the 2011 legislative agenda items. Their efforts did make a difference. We 
want to keep the momentum going. We were not defeated, simply delayed.  

 
Adjournment – Dr. Cline 

• This meeting was adjourned at 2:21pm. 
 


