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OCCR NEWSFLASH 

New OCCR Consultant 
By Leslie Dill 

OCCR is pleased to introduce our newest staff member, Miss Paige White.  
Although a native of Oklahoma, Paige is a graduate of the biology (pre-
medicine) program from Colorado Christian University.  During her course work at 
CCU, Paige completed numerous anatomy and genetics projects, observing cell 
growth and death, as well as observation of chronic diseases such as cancer, 
their affects on cells and our health as a whole.  

Paige has worked in labs, both private and public, ranging from microbiology to 
pathology. She gained much of her knowledge and experience dealing with 
cancer cases as a pathologist’s assistant, grossing anatomical specimens for a 
little over a year. Paige also worked as a research assistant for the University of 

Colorado Hospital where she gained hands-on 
experience with cancerous cells, observing 
apoptosis and culturing breast cancer cells. 

We are very excited about the experience Paige 
brings to our team.  As one of the OCCR path 
laboratory consultants, Paige will be abstracting 
paper and electronic pathology reports.   

Welcome, Paige! 

                                                                   

                                                                     
WEB PLUS Training Available 
By Delores Greene, CTR  

                                                                                                                                        
OCCR is currently replacing OCROW with the CDC’s Web Plus reporting 
application.  Web Plus is web-based and is on a secure website.  Training on Web 
Plus started in July and has been held in several locations across the state.  Only a  
few more trainings will be held during the next few weeks.  As reporters are trained, 
they receive access to Web Plus for abstracting and reporting cancer cases.   

Notifications have gone out to all OCROW users letting them know that OCROW will 
not be available for abstracting cases after September 28, 2012.  If you have not 
attended training, you will need to do so before access to Web Plus can be given.  
For more information or to register, please contact Delores Greene at (405)271-9444 
extension 57103 or by email at DeloresG@health.ok.gov. 
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 10/4/2012 Collecting Cancer Data: Stomach  
  and Esophagus 
 11/1/2012 Collecting Cancer Data: Uterus 
 12/6/2012 Collecting Cancer Data: Pharynx 
 1/10/2013 Collecting Cancer Data: Bone and    

  Soft Tissue 
 2/7/2013 Collecting Cancer Data: Central  
  Nervous  System 
 3/7/2013 Abstracting and Coding Boot Camp:  
  Cancer Case Scenarios 
 4/4/2013 Collecting Cancer Data: Breast 
 5/2/2013 Collecting Cancer Data: Bladder and Renal Pelvis 
 6/6/2013 Collecting Cancer Data: Kidney 
 7/11/2013 Topics in Geographic Information Systems 
 8/1/2013 Cancer Registry Quality Control 
 9/5/2013 Coding Pitfalls 

Pediatric Early Case Capture Project Update 

N AACCR CANCER REGISTRY AND SURVEILLANCE                      
WEBINAR SERIES: 2012-2013  

 

By Anne Pate, MPH, PhD 

This project is currently in full swing and the OCCR is actively receiving any 2012 
reportable cases diagnosed in 0–19 year olds.  The variables required for this rapid 
reporting are very minimal and include the following:        

Standard demographics, address at diagnosis and current address, patient’s phone 
number, physician contact information, race and ethnicity, primary site and 
histology/behavior, laterality, date of diagnosis and first contact, diagnostic confirma-
tion, sequence number, and any follow-up contact information as it is available. 

It is critical that we receive cases within 30 days of your facility seeing them, so please 
send this information when you identify these cases. 

In October, we are having the first data submission for cases diagnosed between  
Jan 1 – June 30, 2012.  We are working hard to find all of our pediatric cases, but we 
can’t do it without you!  This project is receiving intense federal legislative interest so 
we want to make sure Oklahoma demonstrates its commitment to high quality 
cancer registration.  We truly appreciate your support in this special project!  

 

 

The $1,440 Question                   

By Leslie Dill 

What costs $120 per 3-hour 
session, is purchased in quan-
tities of 12 and is absolutely 
free for Oklahoma registrars?  
There’s no punchline or riddle 
to be solved.  The correct 
answer is the 2012-2013 
NAACCR Webinar series.   
NAACCR will be presenting a 
different webinar every 
month beginning in October 
of 2012 and continuing 
through September of 2013.  
OCCR has purchased this 
webinar series and will pro-
vide it free to registrars in two 
locations, Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa.  What’s the catch?  
There is no catch.  Simply pre-
register by calling Delores 
Greene at (405)271-9444 
extension 57103 or email 
DeloresG@health.ok.gov. 

See webinar calendar for 
dates and topics.  
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Just a Reminder ... 
By Paula Marshall, BBA, CTR 

RMCDS Conversion to CS 02.04 

By now everyone should be abstracting 2012 cases and that means you should 
have converted your RMCDS system to CS 02.04.  If you have not converted your 
system yet, please contact me immediately and I will assist you with the conver-
sion.  It is suggested that you complete abstracting the 2011 cases before you 
convert; however, if you convert before you have completed the 2011 cases, you 
will need to code the cases using CS 02.04 codes. Please contact me if you have 
any questions.  

 
Physician File Update 

If you did not receive an email with the files needed to update the physician ta-
ble in your RMCDS system, please contact me.  

 
Screen 18 Update for version 12.2 (CS 02.04)  

If you have converted to CS 02.04 and NAACCR version 12.2 you will need to 
make sure you have the updated screen 18 for your RMCDS system.  The up-
dated screen contains one newly required data item – Lymph-vascular Invasion 
for primary sites penis and testis only.  This is located on page 4 of the abstract.   

You will also notice that the text boxes on pages 9 and 10 are now marked as 
required with the exception of RX Text-Radiation Other.  Please make note: If you 
do not enter information in the required text boxes, the abstract will not pass edits 
when the file is uploaded via Web Plus. IF and ONLY IF you do not have informa-
tion pertaining to the required text boxes you may enter “none” or “n/a” for that 
particular text box.  Otherwise, you are required to complete the text box with 
the pertinent information.     
 

 

Certified Tumor        
Registrar Exam  

By Christina Panicker, BS, 
MBA                                             
One of the most distinguished 
certifications that a health 
professional in the Cancer 
Registry may receive is the 
Certified Tumor Registrar  
credential.  Those three let-
ters, “C-T-R,” are quite an 
accomplishment, requiring 
dedication and hard work.  

The Certified Tumor Registrar 
certification consists of many 
different topics from collabo-
rative staging to anatomy.   
The National Cancer Regis-
trars Association offers the 
test and determines whether 
there are any eligible candi-
dates present for the registry 
using standard criteria that 
should be met.  

Two very important applica-
tion deadlines for the 2013 
CTR Exams are January 31, 
2013, and July  31, 2013.  The 
exam dates are March 9-23, 
2013, and September 7-21, 
2013. 

The test requires a passing 
score of 75 % or higher and 
takes roughly 4.5 hours to 
complete.   

The following website  pro-
vides the CTR exam hand-
book and application along 
with further instructions re-
garding the test:                       
http://www.ctrexam.org/. 
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OCRA Fall Conference & 40th Anniversary 

By Jessica Taylor 

Please join OCRA for their Fall Education Conference & 40th Anniversary Celebra-
tion.  The conference will be held October 25‐26, 2012, at Samis Education Center 
located in The Children’s Hospital in Oklahoma City.  Topics to be addressed  
include some of the new Commission on Cancer standards, such as psychosocial 
distress screening, survivorship care plan, and clinical trials.  Other topics include 
pancreatic cancer and how to extrapolate meaningful and useful medical re-
cord documentation into the text portion of the abstract.   

To commemorate the 40th anniversary, there will be a celebratory dinner Thursday 
evening at Bricktown Brewery.    Millicent St. Claire, author of “Simply Ridiculous!” 
will be the guest keynote speaker.  A  dynamic and unforgettable motivational 
speaker, she has a style that’s all her own.  You won’t want to miss it!  As part of 
the celebration, there will be an exhibit featuring memorabilia from OCRA over 
the last 40 years.  Each member who attends the dinner will be given a com-
memorative gift.  The deadline for registering is October 15th.  Contact Anna 
McIntosh (405) 773-6610 to register or visit http://www.ocra‐ok.org for more infor-
mation. 

We acknowledge the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the National Program of Cancer 
Registries (NPCR) for its support and distribution of this newsletter under cooperative agreement #U58/DP000834-
05 awarded to Oklahoma.  Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not represent the 
official view of CDC. 

This publication is printed and issued by the Oklahoma State Department of Health as authorized by Dr. Terry 
Cline, Commissioner, Secretary of Health and Human Services.  250 copies have been prepared and distributed 
at a cost of $145.00  Copies are available for download at http://occr.health.ok.gov. 

http://www.ctrexam.org/�
https://webmail.ouhsc.edu/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx�


Handy Dandy      
Desktop Shortcuts    
for Registrars 

By Judy Hanna, HT (ASCP) 

Creating desktop shortcuts to 
online cancer registry manuals 
can save time and make for 
easier maneuvering on the 
Web.  Below are some of the 
desktop shortcuts used here by 
the Central Registry. 

Registry Plus Online Help  is a 
website and  direct link to 
seven of the manuals used in 
cancer reporting. Go to http://
www.cdc.gov/cancer/npcr/
tools/registryplus/
rpoh_tech_info.htm 

Other handy shortcuts are 
listed below: 

FIPS County Code Lookup, 
http://toolsformonkeys.com/
countycodes.html 

SEER Rx—Interactive Antineo-
plastic Drugs Database, http://
seer.cancer.gov/seertools/
seerrx 

SEER 2012 Hematopoietic and 
Lymphoid Database, http://
seer.cancer.gov/seertools/
hemelymph/ 

National Cancer Institute— A to 
Z List of Cancers (Definitions, 
Treatment and Clinical Trials), 
http://www.cancer.gov/
cancertopics/types/alphalist 

North American Association of 
Central Cancer Registries 
(NAACCR), http://
www.naaccr.org 

National Cancer Registrars 
Association (NCRA), http://
www.ncra-usa.org 

Oklahoma Cancer Registrars 
Association (OCRA), http://
www.ocra-ok.org 

Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion (CDC&P), 
http://
www.cdc.gov/
cancer 

Death Clearance 
By Marva Dement, BBA, BS, CTR 

In the past, death clearance has been conducted 
once a year and the facilities would receive a long 
list of cases identified via death certificate to provide 
additional information.  This process has now 
changed and is an ongoing weekly occurrence, with 
facilities receiving a list of cases quarterly.  The other 
change to this process is that there will be more 
current deaths, approximately six months old, so 
hopefully the medical records will not be as 
challenging to obtain.   

This process began in January 2012 with cancer 
patients that died in July 2011, so there will still be one 
more large request for facilities to provide 
documentation on deaths that occurred in 2010.  

The death clearance process is required by the National Program of Cancer Registries 
for all central cancer registries they fund.  It is a process that requires additional 
documentation for cases identified at death via a death certificate. The OCCR is 
required to have no more than 3% of its cases as “Death Certificate Only” (DCO) 
which represents around 500 cases per year. 

We appreciate your assistance in the completion of this process and could not meet 
NPCR standards without your help!  We hope that this new method will result in a lower 
burden on the facilities and increased efficiency in this required process.  

 

Coding Conundrums: Dating Dilemmas 
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By Amanda E. Moran, RHIA, CTR 

The following errors are common mistakes that can be a little tricky when completing 
an abstract, but here’s a cheat-sheet to help you with these dating dilemmas: 

Date of Last Contact:                                                                                                                                            
This date must be on or after the patient’s date of diagnosis.                                                                         
*The date of last contact can be at a different facility if you 
know the last day the patient received treatment elsewhere.                                                                        
*If only part of the date is known, complete the parts of the 
date which are known and use blank spaces for the unknown 
date parts.                                                                                                                                                               
*Blank spaces are used now instead of 99’s. 

Date of First Course of Therapy:                                                                                    
This date must be on or after the patient’s date of diagnosis.  It is important to be able 
to measure the delay between diagnosis and the onset of treatment.                           
*If active surveillance or watchful waiting is selected as the first course of treatment, 
record the date this decision was made.                                                                                                           
*In cases where a physician decides not to treat a patient or the patient/patient 
guardian declines all treatment, record the date that decision was made.                              
*If your patient has been receiving hormone treatment prior to a diagnosis of cancer, 
do not record the date the patient began receiving hormones as the date of first 
treatment.  Only treatment that is received after the diagnosis of cancer can count 
as first course of therapy. 

http://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/hemelymph/�


 Understanding Web Plus Edits   

By Paula Marshall, BBA, CTR 

By now many of you have experienced online abstracting or uploading a file in Web Plus.  I have heard a lot of positive 
comments about Web Plus and some frustration when it comes to clearing edits.  As mentioned in our past newsletter, 
all data entered are validated by the CDC EDITs engine on our web server for both the online abstracting and file up-
loading.  Each abstract is edited for data quality and completeness according to the edit set selected for your facility.   

The frustration seems to be a result of not understanding how to read the edit report and what variable to focus on 
within the report.  Below is an example of an edit created in Web Plus:   

 
Total edit errors: 4 

1. Error: Schema: Prostate     NOTE:   
 Primary Site = C619 
                Histologic Type = 8140             
                Behavior Code = 2  
                CS Extension = 200 
                CS SSF25 = 988 
                Type Rep Source = 1 
 
  2. Error: Conflict among schema, Behavior   

 Code ICD-O-3 (2), and CS Extension (200)  
                 Primary Site = C619 
                 Histologic Type = 8140 
                 Behavior Code = 2 
                 CS Extension = 200 
                 CS SSF25 = 988 
                 Type Rep Source = 1 
 
         3.     Error: Schema: Prostate      NOTE: 
                 Primary Site = C619 
                 Histologic Type = 8140 
                 Behavior Code = 2 
                 Derived SS2000 = 1 
                 CS Extension = 200 
                 CS SSF3 = 970 
                 CS SSF25 = 988 
                 Type Rep Source = 1 
 
         4.     Error: Behavior Code ICD-O-3 and Derived SS2000 conflict 
                 Primary Site = C619 
                 Histologic Type = 8140                                             NOTE: 
                 Behavior Code = 2 
                 Derived SS2000 = 1   
                 CS Extension = 200 
                 CS SSF3 = 970 
                 CS SSF25 = 988 
                 Type Rep Source = 1 
 
 
 
 
The OCCR does not want you to be frustrated with Web Plus. This is a learning curve for everyone so please don’t hesi-
tate to contact me for assistance:  Paula Marshall / (405)271-9444 extension 57121or paulam@health.ok.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This information is stating that the edit pertains to a con-
flict among schema, Behavior Code and CS Extension 
(200).  Check your code for Behavior Code =2 against 
CS Extension =200 and you will note that Behavior Code 
= 2 is in-situ and CS Extension =200 is involvement in one 
lobe/side, NOS.  You cannot code in-situ and involve-
ment together.  You would need to check the chart 
and see if the case is indeed an in-situ and if so, 
change the CS Extension to 000, In situ, intraepithelial, 
non-invasive.   

This information is stating what variables are checked 
for this edit.  

This last edit pertains to a conflict between Behavior 
Code and Derived SS2000.  Since the CS Extension was 
changed in the edit above to coincide with the Behav-
ior Code of 2 then the Derived SS2000 will need to be 
derived again and this will clear the CS Edits.  
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Compliance Q & A 
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         By Delores Greene, CTR  

         Q.  Who has to report cancer cases to the Oklahoma Central Cancer Registry? 

         A.  If you or your facility diagnose and/or treat cancer, you are required to report these cases 
 to  the Oklahoma Central Cancer Registry.  

         Q.  What is the timeline for reporting cancer cases? 

         A.  Cancer cases must be reported within 180 days of diagnosis as established by State (63 O.S. 
 1991, 1-551.1 and 1-552) and Federal (PL 102-515) law.  

         Q. What happens if facilities do not report as required by state law? 

         A.  Oklahoma Legislature has authorized administrative fines for non-compliance (63 O.S. § 1-
 1701.1A Public Health Code).  A monetary fine of up to $10,000 for each day of  non-
 compliance can be assessed.  

                                            

  Timeliness Table for Reporting 2012 Cases 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As Oklahoma prepares for our data submission to NPCR and NAACCR in November 2012, it is impor-
tant for those who still have 2011 cases to submit to do so by October 1, 2011.  Facilities that don’t 
complete the 2011 cases by October 1, 2011, will be issued non-compliance letters.  Please contact 
Delores Greene at (405)271-9444 with questions.  

Thank you all for contributing to the fight against cancer by identifying and reporting the cancer 
incidence in Oklahoma.  

Month of Diagnosis Month of Receipt By OCCR 

January 2012 July 2012 

February 2012 August 2012 

March 2012 September 2012 

April 2012 October 2012 

May 2012 November 2012 

June 2012 December 2012 

July 2012 January 2013 

August 2012 February 2013 

September 2012 March 2013 

October 2012 April 2013 

November 2012 May 2013 

December 2012 June 2013 

Oklahoma Central  
Cancer Registry 

Chronic Disease Service 
1000 NE 10th St  

Room 1205  
Oklahoma City, OK 

 73117-1299 
 

Phone: 405-271-4072 
Fax: 405-271-6315 

http://occr.health.ok.gov 

Contact us at (405) 271-9444 

Amanda E. Moran, RHIA, CTR, extension 57138 

Anne Pate, MPH, PhD, extension 57111 

Christina Panicker, MBA, extension 57108 

Delores Greene, CTR, extension 57103 

Jessica Taylor, extension 55720 

Judy Hanna, HT (ASCP), extension 57118 

Leslie Dill, extension 57120 

Marva Dement, BBA, BS, CTR, extension 57119    

Paige White, BS, extension 57247       

Paula Marshall, BBA, CTR, extension 57121      
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