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     In 2007, 50.9% of Oklahoma’s public high school students had engaged in sexual activity. This fig-
ure has increased from the 2003 YRBS (50.0%) and the 2005 YRBS (49.3%). In 2005, Oklahoma teen 
birth rates were 7th worst nationally for 15-17 year olds and 8th worst for 15-19 year olds.1  In 2006, 
an average of 20 babies a day were born to Oklahoma females ages 19 and under, totaling 7,320 for 
the year.2  Births to teens take a toll economically on Oklahoma. In 2006, the estimated cost to Okla-
homa taxpayers was $149 million. Nationally, the cost was estimated to be approximately $9.1 bil-
lion.3  Educationally, only 40% of teen mothers graduate high school.4  Repeat births among teens also 
pose a problem. In 2006, among those who gave birth, 1,325 were having a second child and 235 were 
having their third child or more. Teenage parenthood is cyclical. Daughters of adolescent females are 
83% more likely to become mothers before they turn 18 years old.5  Not only is teenage pregnancy a 
major concern among sexually active teenagers, the possibility of contracting a sexually transmitted 
disease exists as well. Surveillance data for Oklahoma in 2006 showed 6,463 teens (persons under 20 
years old) had a sexually transmitted disease. Fifty-seven had either HIV or AIDS. Teens were second 
only to 20-24 year olds in contracting chlamydia and gonorrhea.6 
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♦  Almost one-third of ninth graders have had                 ♦  By the time students reach the tenth grade,    
    sexual intercourse.                                                             half  have had sexual intercourse.                                                                                                

Approximately half of Oklahoma 
public high school students have 
had sexual intercourse. 

Just over one-fourth of twelfth 
grade students have had sexual 
intercourse with four or more 
people. 

Among students who have had 
sexual intercourse, most had 
done so by the age of 17 years. 

Over half of students who had 
sexual intercourse reported us-
ing a condom the last time they 
had sexual intercourse. 

2007 YRBS Findings: 

Oklahoma YRBS 2007: Students Who Had Engaged in Sexual 
Intercourse
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The Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) was developed by the Division of Adolescent and School Health (DASH), National Center for Chronic Disease  
Prevention and Health Promotion, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The YRBS is administered to students in grades 9-12 who attend Oklahoma public high schools. The survey is 
administered every odd year. It serves to monitor risk behaviors among adolescents that are the leading contributors of mortality, morbidity, and social problems among youth and adults. The behav-
iors covered in the YRBS fall into six categories: intentional and unintentional injury, tobacco use, alcohol and other drug use, sexual behaviors, dietary behaviors and physical activity. 4 All data are 
self-reported. Data in this report were provided by the CDC. The data in this report are statistically weighted to represent all Oklahoma public high school students. The results presented reflect 
observed rates and do not necessarily represent statistically significant differences. 

 

Funding for the YRBS project is provided in part by the CDC, (Grant Number  U87/CCU622647-04-05 ), and the Title V Maternal and Child Health Block Grant, Maternal and Child Health Bu-
reau, Department of Health and Human Services (Grant Number B04MC08929). This publication, printed by the Oklahoma State Department of Health, was authorized by James M. Crutcher, MD, 
MPH, Commissioner of Health and State Health Officer. Five hundred copies were printed in January, 2009 at a cost of  $145. Copies have been deposited with the Publications Clearinghouse of 
the Oklahoma Department of Libraries. For more information regarding the YRBS, contact Maternal and Child Health Service (405) 271-6761.  
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♦  Males were more likely to have had                                   ♦  Twelfth graders were the most likely to have  
    sexual intercourse with four or more                                       had sexual intercourse with four or more  
    people than females were.                                                        people. 
                         
♦  Over half of all students used a condom                            ♦  Tenth graders were more likely than any other grade 
    the last time they had sexual intercourse.                               to have used a condom the last time they had sexual 
                                                                                                    intercourse and twelfth graders were the least likely. 

* Among students who had sexual intercourse during the last three months. 

Oklahoma YRBS 2007: Lifetime Sexual Partners
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Oklahoma YRBS 2007: Students Who Used a Condom During Last Sexual 
Intercourse.*
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♦  More males reported drinking alcohol or                                   ♦  Twelfth graders reported a higher percentage of   
     using drugs the last time before sexual                                         drinking alcohol or using drugs before last sexual                               
     intercourse than females.                                                               intercourse than any other grade. 
 

♦  Among students who had sexual intercourse,                            ♦  More students reported having sexual intercourse 
    most had done so before the age of 16.                                          for the first time at 14 than at 17 years old. 
             

Oklahoma YRBS 2007:Students Who Drank Alcohol Before Last Sexual Intercourse
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Oklahoma YRBS 2007: Age at First Sexual Intercourse
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SURVEY QUESTION 
 

National % 
2007 

OK % 
2007 

 OK  GENDER %  
     M                F  

OK GRADE % 
9      10       11          12  

OK Trends % 
   2003          2005         2007 

 

Have you ever had sexual intercourse? 47.8 50.9 52.5 49.3 31.3 50.4 59.0 67.9 50.0 49.3 50.9 

Students who had sexual intercourse for 
the first time before the age of 13 years. 

7.1 5.8 8.6 3.1 7.1 6.4 4.9 4.5 5.8 6.5 5.8 

Students who had sexual intercourse with 
four or more people during their life. 

14.9 16.6 19.3 13.9 8.2 15.0 18.0 27.6 15.6 17.8 16.6 

Students who had  sexual intercourse with 
one or more people during the past three 
months. 

35.0 36.5 33.8 39.2 18.0 36.1 43.1 53.8 37.2 36.3 36.5 

Among students who had sexual inter-
course during the past three months, the 
percentage who drank alcohol or used 
drugs before last sexual intercourse. 

22.5 23.3 30.0 17.4 28.2 24.3 19.2 23.8 25.3 22.4 23.3 

Among students who had sexual inter-
course during the past three months, the 
percentage who used a condom during last 
sexual intercourse. 

61.5 59.6 64.3 55.0 64.3 67.0 56.2 53.9 64.3 61.7 59.6 

Among students who had sexual inter-
course during the past three months, the 
percentage of students who used birth con-
trol pills to prevent pregnancy before last 
sexual intercourse. 

16.0 16.7 12.4 20.4 7.4 14.6 15.6 23.5 17.7 16.4 16.7 

The last time you had sexual intercourse, 
what one method did you or your partner 
use to prevent pregnancy? 
 
          Never had sex 

 
 
 
 
* 

 
 
 
 

49.9 
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          No method * 6.4 5.5 7.4 5.4 6.6 7.3 6.6 4.3 5.7 6.4 

          Birth control pills * 7.4 6.1 8.7 2.4 6.5 8.0 14.7 7.7 7.4 7.4 

          Condoms * 27.6 31.4 23.7 17.7 30.2 31.7 32.5 27.1 26.6 27.6 

          Depo-Provera * 1.2 0.6 1.9 0.1 1.2 2.6 1.3 2.3 2.1 1.2 

          Withdrawal * 5.3 5.2 5.4 2.8 4.0 5.7 9.6 4.5 5.1 5.3 

          Some other method * 1.0 1.3 0.7 0.7 0.6 1.4 1.4 1.2 0.6 1.0 

          Not sure * 1.2 1.6 0.7 1.0 0.8 1.7 1.2 1.6 1.2 1.2 

*Not published 
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