
Home Visitation Leadership Advisory Coalition 
September 18, 2013 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
OSDH, Room 806 

Minutes 
 
 

In Attendance:   
   Melissa Anderson, OKCIC 
   Valene Bartmess, OKCIC 
   Brittany Berry, OSDH/FSPS 

Peggy Byerly, OSDH/MCH 
   Sheri Brack, OCCHD   
   Markia Hines, OCCHD 
   Monica Inciarte, Latino Agency 
   Sharonda Irving, Parent Promise 
   Vicki Land, Smart Start Central Oklahoma 
   Jaretta Murphy, OSDH/OCAP 
   Anita Patel, Parent Promise 
   Lisa Rhoades, Child Death Review Board 
   Robyn Sears, OCCHD 
   Cathy Singer, OKDHS 
   Loan Tran, OHCA 
   Sherie Trice, OSDH/FSPS 
    
    
iPower Attendees: 
   Amanda Burgan, Tulsa City-County Health Department 
   Sarah Franke, Help-In-Crisis, Inc 
   Rose Gouthier, Okmulgee-Okfuskee County Youth Services 
   Donna Holladay, Tulsa – Parent Child Center of Tulsa, Inc 
   Cindy Lane, Okmulgee-Okfuskee County Youth Services  
   Jackie Miller, Okmulgee-Okfuskee County Youth Services  
   Beverly Washington, Youth & Family Services for Hughes and Seminole 
   Dori Lientz, Great Plains Youth & Family Svcs-Kiowa County 
   Jawanna Wheeler, Okmulgee-Okfuskee County Youth Services 
   Dana McKinney, McCurtain County Health Dept-Bright Beginnings 
   Barbara Battiest, McCurtain County Health Dept-Bright Beginnings 
 
Sherie Trice opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. All in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
Sharing of Program Information/Announcements 
 

• October 22nd is the Latino Community Development Agency’s Annual Recognition and Awards 
Luncheon. It will be held at the Cowboy Hall of Fame with a Silent Auction opening at 10:30am 
and the lunch event following from 11:45am-1:15pm. 

  
• Loan Tran with the Oklahoma Health Care Authority gave an update on a change to the Soon-to-

be-Sooners benefits. (letter attached)  
 
 



Upcoming Events:  
 
2013 Home Visitors Conference:  Partners in Progress – Strengthening Oklahoma Families  

Jaretta Murphy, The Office of Child Abuse Prevention (OSDH) 
When: Tuesday, October 15th   Where: Thurman J White Forum (information attached) 

 
Special Guest Presentations: 

• Spotlight on Child Abuse Prevention Month Activities & Campaign 
Robyn Sears, MS, CCPS, CFLE, Child Guidance, OCCHD (presentation attached) 
 
Sign up for workgroups within the CAP Action meeting group to help prepare for CAP Day at the 
Capitol and Child Abuse Prevention Month. The next CAP Action meeting is Wednesday, October 
16th in room 806 at the Oklahoma State Department of Health. 
 

• The Period of PURPLE Crying Project in Oklahoma 
Lisa Rhoades, Oklahoma Child Death Review Board 
 
Lisa Rhoades is the co-leader for the Injury Prevention workgroup, which is part of the Preparing 
for a Lifetime Initiative. The Period of PURPLE Crying falls within the Injury Prevention focus. 
PURPLE is an acronym that helps prepare and educate families about normal crying patterns of 
babies. (i.e. Peak of crying, Unexpected crying, Resists soothing, Pain-like face, Long-lasting, and 
Evening)  
 A main trigger of abusive behavior is frustration with a crying baby, so after receiving 
this information, the parents are more aware and equipped to deal with this period. One 
additional goal is to encourage parents to share the information with everyone in the family, or 
anyone who their baby may stay with. 34 of the 56 Oklahoma hospitals are involved in the 
project. The goal of the project is to increase the knowledge and empower the families to 
decrease incidents of abuse. Programs can contact the National Center for Shaken Baby 
Syndrome to order the DVDs at $2 per DVD.  
 Another outreach activity is the “Click Your Knitting Needles Together to Prevent Infant 
Abuse”. Purple colored knitted/crocheted caps are given to baby boys and girls in November 
and December to help educate parents about the Period of PURPLE Crying. (see flyer attached) 
 

Review & Discuss – The Purple Home Visitation Lesson Plan: Module 1 (attached) 
 

• A suggestion was made to include a possible list of other caregivers the baby may be staying 
with.  

• Everyone was encouraged to share ideas or exercises that home visitors can use with a family 
during a home visit – send to sheriet@health.ok.gov. 

• Include a disclaimer (sidebar) that highlights information about not being able to spoil a baby 
under nine months.  

• Need to add information in the module about the online training required before providers can 
utilize this curriculum and instructions for that, how to access.  

 
Oklahoma State Prevention Plan and Prevention Workgroups  
 
Sherie encouraged folks to get involved in workgroups or subcommittees to continue some of the work 
of the ITF. She noted that it was the idea that HVLAC could be the voice of Home Visitation by playing 

mailto:sheriet@health.ok.gov


the role of a subcommittee/work group. Sherie encouraged the group to attend the last official ITF 
meeting on Oct 4th @ 10:00am in OSDH room 806.  
 
Home Visitation Publications – Keeping Current! (review and discuss at Nov meeting) 
 

• Home visitation safety guidelines - 
http://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/HVLAC%20Safety%20Manual_FINAL.pdf   

• General Safety PowerPoint – 
http://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/HVLAC%20General%20Safety%20slides%20(4)%20UPDA
TED%20APRIL%20%2008%20(2).pdf  
  

 
Home Visitation Challenges – 
An agency has requested some education on general safety including infectious disease, community 
health issues, bed bugs etc; particularly guidance on what to look for, how things are spread, and what 
types of preventative measures home visitors can take to avoid acquiring these issues.  
⇒Follow Up: (some suggestions provided, but still looking into more information…) 

• In Muskogee Co OSU EXTENSION has taken this issue on and talked to housing sites etc…. 
They also had a round table for the public sponsored by chamber of commerce including the 
COUNTY SANITARIAN  

• Contact the communicable disease epidemiologists/disease investigators at the local health 
departments 

 
Valene Bartmess asked if Indian Child Welfare have been invited to meetings? There have been some 
attempts made in the past.  DHS liaison with tribes Rita.Hart@okdhs.org was suggested as a contact in 
the hopes that she could extend invitations to attend or even present. 
 
Some other ideas for possible speakers are the military HV services and Tamatha Mosier for a Domestic 
Violence 101 presentation. 
 
No New Business 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
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