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SMOKELESS? Maybe, but powder from fake cigar sickens Healdton woman  
Steve Biehn  

HE ALDTON Karen Morrision got an unpleasant surprise when she inhaled "smoke" from a novelty cigar a few weeks ago.  

Morrison said she became ill after she accidently sucked on the cigar. The fake cigars are filled with a light powder and are designed so 
when the user gently blows on one end, curls of "smoke" escape from the tip. Morrison said the powder made her nauseated and she 
experienced a tightness in her chest for about 24 hours afterwards.  
"It was a really fine, fine dust that I breathed in," she said. "It looked like smoke."  
Morrison wants to know if the effects of inhaling the powder might be lasting or could present a danger to children. The Daily 
Ardmoreite requested information about the cigars from the federal Consumer Product Safety Commission last week but has not yet 
received a response.  
Phoney cigars and cigarettes typically contain instructions on the packaging warning users to not inhale or ignite the product. Morrison 
admitted she was "goofing around" when she accidently inhaled the powder. However, she is concerned young children might make the 
same mistake.  
Puff Cigars and Puff Cigarettes are made in Tiawan and are available at toy and novelty stores and online. A friend's children 
purchased Morrision's cigar from a street vendor during Healdton's Oil Day celebration on Oct. 20. Anti-smoking advocates worry that 
candy cigarettes, shredded bubble gum and phoney cigars may encourage youngsters to take up smoking, chewing or dipping.  
"It's a baby step toward the real thing," said Janie Horton, coordinator of Tobacco Use Prevention for the Carter County Turning Point 
Coalition. "It's a way to groom a child into being a smoker."  
The Woodbridge (N.J.) township council recently passed local regulations banning vendors licensed by the township for public events 
from selling toy and candy cigarette products. The Star Ledger reported the council is considering extending the ban to all shops that 
sell the pseudo-tobacco products.  
Oklahoman is ranked as one of the least healthy states in the nation according to the latest United Health Foundation survey. About 25 
percent of all Oklahomans smoke, according to the report.  
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