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Raindrops weren’t the only thing making a big splash in Wagoner last Saturday. 

 

The Wagoner Family Service Council hosted the annual Family Fun Day at Maple Park on Saturday, and approximately 

900 people a.ended the event, which exhibited a staggering amount of free entertainment for the en0re community. 

 

The “Do More For Kids” dunk tank drew a big crowd as different commu-

nity members and individuals took turns being knocked into the cold wa-

ter amid roars of laughter from the audience and squeals of excitement 

from the children. 

 

Nancy Thomasson, Wagoner County Launch member, said she was excit-

ed to see the park full of clean, family fun and said she believed this was 

good for the community. 

 

“I think this will help people get linked together,” Thomasson said. “This 

makes informa0on available to Wagoner ci0zens and will create aware-

ness of organiza0ons they may not realize even exist.” 

 

Thomasson said this was the first year she and her family had a.ended this event and that they really enjoyed spending 

this 0me together with fellow ci0zens of Wagoner. 

 

Spending 0me together was the theme for the day as children and adults milled around the park for hours pe=ng the 

ponies and goats brought in by the Cowboy Church, devouring food and drinks un0l their bellies ached, holding the 

snakes brought in by the Three Forks Nature Center and visi0ng the many booths and ac0vi0es that were sca.ered 

throughout the park. 

 

Heather Johnson said she was glad the weather cooperated and that the event didn’t get rained out. 

 

“The kids have had a blast!” Johnson said. “They loved the face pain0ng and the bounce houses.” 

 

This was the Johnson’s first year to a.end the event but she said they will definitely be coming back again next year. 

 

“Everyone did a really good job with all of the ac0vi0es for the kids and the adults,” Johnson said. “I’m proud to live in a 

town that will do this type of event for the community.” 

 

Thomasson also said they were impressed with the town of Wagoner and how welcoming and friendly the town as a 

whole has been to all of her three children and especially to her daughter Chloe, who is a wheelchair user. 
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“Some0mes Chloe gets leD out of things like this because of her disability,” Thomasson said. “It’s exci0ng to look 

around and see a lot of ac0vi0es that she can par0cipate in.” 

 

Chloe’s face beamed as she showed off the stuffed animal she had won and the yellow visor she had made before she 

and her family raced off to the next ac0vity. 

 

Don Neal said he loves it when the town of Wagoner comes together for gatherings like this. 

 

“It’s awesome to get families together in a fun, low cost atmosphere,” Neal said. “The kids love Family Fun Day and 

look forward to it every year. They woke up this morning and were so excited!” 

 

Neal said he and his family have been to Family Fun Day every year and it just seems to con0nue ge=ng be.er. 

 

“I remember growing up in this town and Wagoner did these kinds of events,” Neal said. “As years went by it kind of 

faded out but it’s star0ng to come back around and it’s good to see that. I’ve lived in Wagoner my whole life and I stay 

here because of things like this.” 

 

Neal and his daughter Jorden were even more excited later in the aDernoon when her name was drawn as a prize win-

ner and she walked away with a spring in her step...and with a new bike. 

 

Jorden wasn’t the only winner that day — prizes were given out to surprised adults and excited children every 30 

minutes throughout the en0re event, including many fishing poles, giD cards, bicycles, tricycles and a li.le red wagon. 

The clouds and the breeze were a perfect complement to the sunshine keeping everyone (except those in the dunk 

tank!) cool and dry throughout the event. 

 

Louise Micolites, one of the Wagoner Family Service Council members, said she was nervous about the rain but was 

very pleased that the clouds dissolved and that people got out and were able to enjoy the day. 

 

Micolites works for the state health department and focuses on health improvement within the communi0es. She said 

she works with coali0ons to iden0fy the issues within the community and to formulate a strategy to address those is-

sues. 

 

“My niche is in the health and improvement commi.ee,” Micolites said. “That commi.ee is working on a process that 

will do a full assessment of the en0re county. I am doing a survey today to collect public opinion and the commi.ee 

will look at all the data and sta0s0cs. By the end of the process, we will have a comprehensive health improvement 

plan for the en0re county.” 

 

Micolites said health improvement is a vital part of every community. 

 

“We’ve seen a lot of families come through today who have four or five children,” Micolites said. “For them to have 

something free to come out and do is a really big deal for most of them. Even if they don’t have a need themselves, 

there is probably going to come a 0me when they have a family member or friend that needs help. We want them to 

remember these organiza0ons and be able to point those people to someone who can help them.” 



There were over 20 churches that had joined the event and had set up a booth or game as well as many other agencies 

within Wagoner. Micolites said she was excited to see so many different organiza0ons come together. 

 

“I love to see families finding out about different churches,” Micolites said. “It’s important for them to know that if one 

church isn’t right for them, there’s another one that might be.” 

 

She said the churches were able to give out informa0on about their summer events and vaca0on bible school pro-

grams, which are other free ac0vi0es for children to engage in over the next few months. 

 

The Wagoner Family Service Council would like to send out a special thank you to Do More For Kids, Men in Unity Bible 

Study, Wagoner Chamber of Commerce, Tommy Biffle/Zebco, United Methodist Men, Creoks, Cherokee Na0on and 

several other private donors from the Wagoner community for their support of this event. 


