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Preven�on, preparedness events to address local concerns 

 

Take Back Day, a drug collec'on event assis'ng the community in responsibly ridding of unused or unwanted 

medica'on, returns Sept. 27.   

 

Lisa Watson, Strategic Preven'on Framework SIG Coordinator at Gateway to Preven'on and Recovery, ex-

pressed the event serves a cri'cal purpose in the region.   

 

“The State of Oklahoma is currently ranked No. 5 in doctors prescribing opioids.  For Po8awatomie County, 

2007-2012, there were 75 poisoning deaths and, of those, 63 were due to prescrip'on drugs,” she detailed of 

the latest available data.   

 

Watson said a recent survey showed drugs o<en journey to inappropriate hands. 

 

“We found there are quite a few people that are sharing or stealing other people’s medica'on,” she ex-

plained.   

 

The collec'on event last occurred in April, when 11 pounds of prescrip'ons were collected.  Watson believes 

the decrease in the amount collected was a result of con'nuous community disposal efforts. 

 

“We think it was probably due to the three drop boxes throughout Po8awatomie County,” she said, adding 

the organiza'on has personal lock boxes on hand for interested individuals.   

 

Organizers hope this month’s event will result in substan'al collec'on amounts.  Pill and patch prescrip'ons 

will be accepted at Shawnee Mall, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., in the space previously occupied by Sears. 

 

At the same loca'on, on the same date, the American Red Cross will host its inaugural Prepare Fair, 10-3 p.m. 

 

“September is Na'onal Preparedness Month,” Ken Garcia, American Red Cross Regional Director of Commu-

nica'ons, noted.   

 

The emergency responders will prove 'ps on how best to create emergency preparedness kits and prevent 

homes from different types of emergencies. 

 

“It’s part of our helping the Shawnee area recover from the tornadoes of last year,” Garcia said, ci'ng resili-

ency as a key recovery factor.   

 

Gateway to Preven'on and Recovery will host a Sept. 10 Po8awatomie Alliance Toward Community Health 

mee'ng to discuss health-related topics, including prescrip'on drug abuse.  The mee'ng, open to the public, 

takes place at 1414 N. Kennedy Ave., noon to 1 p.m. and includes lunch.   

 

For more informa'on, call Watson at 405-275-3391, ext. 107.  To reach the American Red Cross, call 405-273-

8800.   


