
Open Streets OKC clears pavement for pedestrians 

Traveling on foot boosts health, community connec�ons on Oklahoma City. 
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Noah Giordano, 6, sits on the shoulders of his father, 

Robert Giordano, March 30 during the Open Streets 

OKC event along NW 23 in Oklahoma City. Photo by 

Nate Billings, The Oklahoman NATE BILLINGS -  

Something amazing happened along NW 23 in Uptown on March 30. 

The street, which carries thousands of cars daily, was shut down for 

the a4ernoon. And a massive “Open Streets OKC” fes�val was intro-

duced by a coali�on led by the Oklahoma City-County Health Depart-

ment’s Wellness Now Coali�on along with The Associa�on of Central 

Oklahoma Governments, The Neighborhood Alliance of Central Okla-

homa, the YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City, the Oklahoma City Public 

Schools and Uptown 23rd. 

The fes�val focused on physical ac�vity and healthy ea�ng, and entertainment was a big success, with crowds figuring 

out how to make their way to the events without crushing the area with cars and SUVs. 

 

People figured out how to walk, bike or make their way to NW 23 — and along the way they discovered one of the 

city’s great new emerging historic commercial districts. 

 

The event encourages ac�ve transporta�on such as biking or walking, which promotes healthier residents. It also cre-

ates closer �es to our community. 

 

Maybe, just maybe, this can become an annual thing, and eventually monthly, or even weekly. 

For now, we’ll have to stay sa�sfied with an annual “Open Streets” gathering, the next one running noon to 4 p.m. on 

March 22. Once again, a 0.8-mile sec�on of NW 23 between Western to Robinson will be closed to automobile traffic. 

Organizers say the purpose of this event is “permanent change.” 

As people choose ac�ve transporta�on and push for more accessible communi�es, our community’s heath improves, 

and foot traffic drives more business to local shops and restaurants. It’s doable. Even though I’ve long worked much of 

my work weeks downtown, the move by The Oklahoman has allowed me to park my car in one place all day instead of 

shi4ing it from one parking spot to another. 

 

I’m walking more. I’m interac�ng more with my community. And it’s good for my health. So imagine this trend going 

beyond downtown, to Capitol Hill, to Uptown, to NE 23 and to the Windsor District. Imagine this trend taking hold at 

SW 54 and Pennsylvania Avenue, and at Hefner Road and Western Avenue. 

For the past century, Oklahoma City was designed for the automobile, and that choice is reflected in our city’s health. 

An open street along NW 23 might just be the start of the kind of reversal a city-county health department can cele-

brate. 


