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Circle of Friends Trail Commi�ee urge grant for mul�purpose trail at Hawthorne 

The Circle of Friends Trail Commi�ee held a special open 

mee�ng at the Okmulgee library Tuesday evening. The public 

hearing was to answer ques�ons and concerns about the 

building of a new mul�purpose trail system around Hawthorn 

Park in Okmulgee. 

 

The commi�ee is planning to apply for an 80/20 match grant. 

The overall project will cost $200,000. The grant, if awarded, 

will be for $160,000. The trail will back up to the Okmulgee 

Elementary School and the Senior Ci�zens Center on the 

southern sides. The site is also the future loca�on of a new 

splash pad that is in planning stages. 

 

Members of the Okmulgee County Wellness Coali�on were present and Mayor Steve Baldridge, however only two ci�-

zens a�ended. 

 

David Wong, architect for D.T.W. Developers gave a presenta�on of the preliminary plans on a power point presenta-

�on. 

 

Rae Ann Wilson a ci�zen present asked, if studies had been done on the u�liza�on of the current parks to jus�fy the 

need for another park, instead of promo�ng the use of current parks. 

 

"I'm not against the project, and it is certainly a great loca�on, however my concern is, are we building a park, just be-

cause we can, or is there a need," Wilson said. 

 

The answer was, that no known studies have not been done to date, but that they know the current parks are heavily 

used. 

 

"Studies have shown there are many facets to our current health situa�on in the obesity of Oklahomans. Exercise, ea�ng 

more vegetables, drinking more water etc. This is just one of those pieces to put into place to combat the situa�on and 

we know that it works," Dr. Osborn said. 

 

The trail will be suitable as a foot trail for walking, jogging and running or for bicycling. The trail is also a part of a future 

vision that began in 2003 to �e in all of Okmulgee's parks together eventually to encompass the city from Creek Na�on 

to OSUIT, Kiddy Lake, the YMCA and Hawthorne. 

 

"I know the area and there is really no place currently safe to 

walk. I feel it is a perfect place and will fall in line with the fu-

ture goal of tying in all the parks," Mayor Steve Baldridge said. 

"The closer it is to where you live, I feel it just encourages the 

community to get out more and exercise." 

 

The grant applica�on must be turned in by January 31. 
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