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Four of Cherokee Na�on’s health centers, W.W. Has�ngs Hospital and the tribe’s en�re 

health services department are deemed “Cer�fied Healthy” by the Oklahoma State De-

partment of Health, according to a media release.   

 

Three Rivers Health Center in Muskogee, the Vinita Health Center, Redbird Smith 

Health Center in Sallisaw and Wilma P. Mankiller Health Center in S�lwell were recently 

selected among 1,700 winners of the Cer�fied Healthy Oklahoma award for 2014.   

 

The designa�on for maintaining a healthy campus for employees is administered by the 

state, Oklahoma Academy, state chamber and Oklahoma Turning Point Council.   

 

Employees take advantage of fitness rooms, daily exercise, and diet and nutri�on clas-

ses offered at each of the sites.  The tribe’s Early Childhood Unit was also recognized as 

“Cer�fied Healthy” for providing a healthy nutri�on policy for staff and Head Start chil-

dren.   

 

The awards are given annually in six categories:  businesses, restaurants, schools, campuses, early care and educa�on, 

and congrega�on.   

 

The Cherokee Na�on maintains an onsite health center to treat sick employees, the Gadugi Clinic, and employees and 

Cherokee Na�on ci�zens have free access to the Male Seminary Recrea�on Center in Tahlequah, which offers a gym, 

weights and weekly book camp, yoga and Zumba classes.   

 

“The Cer�fied Healthy Oklahoma Program is a free statewide recogni�on program showcasing organiza�ons and com-

muni�es that are commi>ed to make the healthy choice the easy choice,” said Julie Dearing, manager of the Cer�fied 

Healthy Oklahoma Program.    

 

Informa�on:  (918) 453-5657 or www.ok.gov/health.   

Cherokee Na�on Health Ser-

vices Medical Director Roger 

Montgomery, Execu�ve Direc-

tor Connie Davis, W.W. Has-

�ngs Hospital Chief Execu�ve 

Officer Brian Hail and Senior 

Director of Nursing Sandie 

Taggart celebrate the hospital 

being “Cer�fied Healthy” by 

the state of Oklahoma.   


