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Mayes County is ge#ng healthier and healthier.  Recently, Mayes County 

HOPE Coali+on received a Cer+fied Healthy designa+on—again.  This year 

they received an excellent ra+ng.   

 

HOPE is one of several en++es to have received the designa+on.   

 

All across the country, groups are commi#ng to improve quality of life and overall wellness.   

 

In the business category, the Oklahoma State Department of Health website reports that Pryor Creek Recrea+on Center, 

Mayes County Health Department and CREOKS Behavior Health of Pryor have all been Cer+fied Healthy.   

 

Chouteau Early Childhood Center, Chouteau Elementary School, Choteau High School, Chouteau Mazie Elementary, 

Adair’s Bernita Hughes Elementary, Pryor’s Lincoln Elementary, Roosevelt Elementary and Jefferson Elementary have all 

received the dis+nc+on.   

 

According to the Oklahoma Department of Health website the Healthy Oklahoma Business Program began in 2003 “as a 

way to recognize businesses that are working to improve employee health.”   

 

The Cer+fied Healthy Schools and Communi+es programs were started in 2010.   

 

Now, more groups than ever can make health a resolu+on for 2015.  The state is introducing two new programs this 

year, Cer+fied Healthy Congrega+on and Cer+fied Healthy Early Childhood programs.   

 

All of these cer+fica+on programs have three award levels, basic, merit and excellence.   

 

Businesses such as HOPE are scored on screening and evalua+on, health educa+on and informa+on, physical ac+vity, 

tobacco use preven+on, nutri+on, management support, leadership, behavioral health and emo+onal well-being.   

 

HOPE’s Paula Cantrell said these healthy dis+nc+ons benefit the community as a whole due to grants that become avail-

able with this dis+nc+on.   

 

 


