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Mobile Smiles making its way back 

 

Though it’s not secret that basic dental care can go a long way, for those 

without the means to cover the costs, it can be out of reach.   

 

Such was the inspira(on earlier this year when area group Allies for Be)er 

Living sponsored the low-income alterna(ve Mobile Smiles Oklahoma mo-

bile dental program.  In fact, there was such a need discovered during the 

three days hosted that the traveling service will be for a whole week, May 

16-20, in order to fill the gap even further.   

 

“They were extremely kind and helpful.  Several people hadn’t had help in a 

long (me, they were so good at reassuring those pa(ents and helping them 

with their needs,” said Allies volunteer Betsy White, poin(ng out how of the 

people helped 48 percent hadn’t visited a den(st in the last year.   

 

“They were so grateful to have had something done.  There are people who 

came, but couldn’t get all of it done and are eligible to come back.”   

 

Performing basic services from teeth cleaning to extrac(ons, 35 pa(ents 

received services, 223 dental procedures were performed, the total es(mat-

ed value of services provided was $9,455.01 and the average value per pa-

(ent was $270.14.   

 

The Oklahoma Dental Founda(on and Delta Dental of Oklahoma Oral Health Founda(on service was also made possible 

through community dona(ons of $1,200.   

 

Similar procedures will be done again and should evalua(ons show more work is needed, pa(ents will be referred to 

alterna(ves.  Upcoming registra(on will take place Monday, April 11 and Tuesday, April 12 from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 

to 3 p.m. 

 

The loca(on will be at the Reynolds Recrea(on Center in Pauls Valley, 1005 N. Willow St. and the city of Lindsay Train-

ing Center, 204 W. Creek St.  White noted that aCer that, the group also plans to offer the clinic quarterly in 2017.   

 

However, more dona(ons will be needed to pay for the service to return as they’d like and people interested will need 

to register as soon as possible as there are a limited number of slots.   

 

“We know there is a high need and we think there are enough candidates,” said White, adding that Garvin County is 

currently ranked 68 out of 77 coun(es for overall health.   

 

“We have such poor dental sta(s(cs in Garvin County and we want to help overcome that.  We want to help our health 

standing as a state, but more important as a county.”   

 

If people are interested in co-sponsoring the upcoming May clinic or the quarterly clinics in 2017, contact Jennifer Sam-

ford, ABL Chair at 405-238-1307 or mail a check to Allies for Be)er Living, 1005 North Willow St., Pauls Valley, OK 

73075.   

Helping make the traveling den(st pro-

gram, Mobile Smiles, volunteers with the 

Allies for Be)er Living help to raise money 

to bring it to the area earlier this year.  Pic-

tured here are volunteers Joey CliCon, Ste-

ve Smith, Michelle Mar(n, Sharilyn Eduind, 

Julie Daughtery, Besty White, Julie Selman, 

Jennifer Samford, Connie Wolienburg, Vicki 

Long, and Tara Brown.  Registra(ons for the 

next clinic are set for Monday, April 11th 

and Tuesday, April 12th from 10 a.m. to 

noon and 1 to 3 p.m. at the Reynolds Recre-

a(on Center in Pauls Valley, 1005 N. Willow 

St. and the City of Lindsay Training Center, 

204 W. Creek St. (PV Democrat photo) 


