
 
Agenda for the 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Regular Meeting of the Oklahoma State Board of Health 
Posted at www.health.ok.gov 

Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 N.E. 10th Street – Room 1102 
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299 

 
DRAFT AGENDA 

FINAL AGENDA POSTED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF MEETING 
      

I. CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING REMARKS 
 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES 
a) Approval of Minutes for January 12, 2016, Regular Meeting  
 

III. PROPOSED RULEMAKING ACTIONS 
Discussion and possible action on the following:  

 
PROTECTIVE HEALTH SERVICE 
b) CHAPTER 641. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  
 [PERMANENT] Presented by Henry F. Hartsell, Jr. 

PROPOSED RULES:  
Subchapter 1. General EMS Programs [AMENDED] 
Subchapter 3. Ground Ambulance Services Service [AMENDED] 
Subchapter 5. Personnel Licenses and Certification [AMENDED] 
Subchapter 7. Training Programs [AMENDED] 
Subchapter 11. Specialty Care Ambulance Service [NEW] 
Subchapter 13. Air Ambulance Service [NEW] 
Subchapter 15. Emergency Medical Response Agency [NEW] 
Subchapter 17. Stretcher Aid Van Services [NEW] 
AUTHORITY:  Oklahoma State Board of Health, Title 63 O.S. Section 1-104; House Bill 
1083 (2013), HB 1467 (2013), and Title 63 O.S. Section 1-2501et seq. 
SUMMARY: The proposed language will: 
 
1. Re-organize the current document. The re-organization separates the different license and 
certification types. Currently, an applicant, certificate holder, or licensee must review the entire rule 
document to determine the compliance requirements. The reorganization allows stakeholders to be 
able to find all rules that affect their type of license within one subchapter. 
 
2. Update and amend rules pursuant to HB 1083 (2013) and HB 1467 (2013). HB1083 amended 
the Oklahoma Emergency Response Systems Development Act (OERSDA) (63 O.S. § 1-2501 et 
seq.) HB 1083 (2013) updated language to make personnel, emergency medical personnel and 
emergency medical responders licensed personnel; redefined certified emergency medical responder 
and certified emergency medical response agency; defined critical care paramedic as a license 
paramedic who successfully completed critical care training and testing requirements in accordance 
with the OERSDA; defined use of letters of review as an official designation for paramedic 
programs becoming accredited; redefined the license levels as  an  emergency medical technician, an 
intermediate or advanced emergency medical technician or paramedic licensed by the Department to 
perform emergency services; allows any hospital or health care facility in Oklahoma to use 
emergency medical technicians (EMTs), intermediate or advanced EMTs, paramedics or critical 
care paramedics for the delivery of emergency medical patient care within the hospital or facility 
and for on-scene patient care; allows advanced EMT students to perform in the hospital, clinic or 
prehospital setting while under direct supervision. The bills redefine EMT to omit technician or 
EMT basic; allow an EMT training program to be administered by the Department or its designees; 
define an advanced EMT to mean a person who has completed advanced EMT training and passed 
the licensing exam. The bills provided that for any licensed emergency medical personnel or 
certified emergency medical responder who dies while performing official duties in the line of duty, 
a beneficiary of the deceased will receive $5,000. The bills authorized the Department of Health to 
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charge a fee for various stages of application of licensed emergency medical personnel. The bills 
charged the Department with creation of a registry of critical care paramedics.  The bills amended 
requirements for specialty care ambulance services to be solely used for inter-hospital transport of 
patients who require specialized enroute medical monitoring and advanced life support which 
exceeds the capabilities of the equipment and personnel of paramedical life support. 
 
HB 1467 (2013) created the Trauma and Emergency Response Advisory Council which replaced 
two formerly designated advisory bodies. 
 
These legislative actions required several additions and/or amendments to this Chapter. 
 
3. Clarify language and minimize conflicts in the rule. Since the original chapter was created in 
1991, there have been six (6) regulatory revisions to this chapter. Those revisions have created 
contradictory or conflicting rules. The proposed language eliminates contradictions and the new 
organization format will minimize the possibility of conflicting language in future revisions. 
Additionally, a review of the Federal Aviation Administration regulations pertaining to Air 
Ambulances resulted in the removal of several Air Ambulance rules because of Federal jurisdiction. 
 
4. Establish new standards for existing agencies and create a new certification type. The new 
certification type is for Standby Emergency Medical Response Agencies. This certification proposes 
to establish a minimum standard for individuals and agencies that provide emergency medical care 
at public events. Another new standard requires all Emergency Medical Response Agencies to 
submit data to the Department through the Oklahoma Emergency Medical Services Information 
System. The remaining new standards relate to adding details to existing rules or regulatory 
concepts. 
 

IV. ZIKA VIRUS BRIEFING 
Kristy Bradley, D.V.M., M.P.H., State Epidemiologist & State Public Health Veterinarian 
 

V. 2015 NATIONAL HEALTH SCORECARDS PRESENTATION 
Derek Pate, Dr.P.H., Director of Health Care Information; Julie Cox-Kain, M.P.A., Senior Deputy 
Commissioner & Deputy Secretary of Health & Human Services   
 

VI. BUDGET PRIORITIES 
Deborah Nichols, Chief Operating Officer; Mark Davis, CPA, Chief Financial Officer 
 

VII. CONSIDERATION OF STANDING COMMITTEES’ REPORTS AND ACTION 
 Executive Committee – Dr. Woodson, Chair 
 Discussion and possible action on the following:  

c) Update 
 

 Finance Committee – Ms. Burger, Chair 
 Discussion and possible action on the following: 

d) Update 
 
 Accountability, Ethics, & Audit Committee – Ms. Wolfe, Chair 
 Discussion and possible action on the following: 

e) Update 
 
 Public Health Policy Committee – Dr. Stewart, Chair 
 Discussion and possible action on the following: 

f) Update 
 

VIII. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Related discussion and possible action on the following: 
Discussion and possible action 
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IX. COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
Discussion and possible action 
 

X. NEW BUSINESS  
Not reasonably anticipated 24 hours in advance of meeting. 
 

XI. PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Proposed Executive Session pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307(B)(4) for confidential communications 
to discuss pending department litigation, investigation, claim, or action; pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 
307(B)(1) to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or 
resignation of any individual salaried public officer or employee and pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307 
(B)(7) for discussing any matter where disclosure of information would violate confidentiality 
requirements of state or federal law. 
 
Possible action taken as a result of Executive Session. 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
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