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   STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 1 

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 2 

1000 N.E. 10
th

 3 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 4 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011 11:00 a.m. 5 

 6 

Murali Krishna, Vice-President of the Oklahoma State Board of Health, called the 356th regular meeting of 7 

the Oklahoma State Board of Health to order on Tuesday, January 11, 2011, at 11:05 a.m.  The final agenda 8 

was posted at 10:37 a.m. on the OSDH website on January 10, 2011, and at 10:00 a.m. at the building 9 

entrance on January 10, 2011. 10 

 11 

ROLL CALL 12 

Members in Attendance:  Murali Krishna, M.D., Vice-President; Cris Hart-Wolfe, Secretary-Treasurer; 13 

Alfred Baldwin; Richard G. Davis, D.D.S.; and Kenneth Miller, M.D. 14 

 15 

Jenny Alexopulos, D.O., President – absent 16 

Michael D. Anderson, Ph.D. – absent 17 

Ronald Woodson, M.D. – absent 18 

Barry L. Smith, J.D. – absent 19 

 20 

Staff present were: Terry Cline, Commissioner; Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer; Henry F. Hartsell, 21 

Deputy Commissioner, Protective Health Services; Steve Ronck, Deputy Commissioner, Community and 22 

Family Health Services; Lynn Mitchell, Deputy Commissioner, Prevention and Preparedness Services; Mark 23 

Newman, Office of State and Federal Policy; Ray Hankins, Chief Financial Officer; Leslea Bennett-Webb, 24 

Office of Communications; Don Maisch, Office of General Counsel; Lloyd Smith, Internal Audit Unit; Dan 25 

Durocher, Office of Accountability; Tom Welin; Neil Hann; Chris Fiesel; Kathie Burnett; Annette Jacobi; 26 

Commissioner’s Office: Janice Hiner, VaLauna Grissom. 27 

 28 

Visitors in attendance:  See list 29 

 30 

Call to Order and Opening Remarks 31 

Dr. Krishna welcomed members, staff, and public to the meeting. He indicated that several members of the 32 

Board were unable to attend due to bad weather, but those in attendance constituted a quorum.    33 

 34 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 35 

Dr. Krishna asked members to take a moment to review the minutes from the December 14, 2010 meeting. 36 

 37 

Dr. Miller moved Board approval of the minutes of the December 14, 2010, Regular Board of Health 38 

Meeting, as presented.  Second Ms.Wolfe. Motion carried. 39 

AYE: Baldwin, Davis, Krishna, Miller, Wolfe  40 

ABSENT: Alexopulos, Anderson, Smith, Woodson 41 

 42 

PROPOSED RULEMAKING ACTIONS 43 

COMMUNITY AND FAMILY HEALTH SERVICES 44 

CHAPTER 510. CARE OF EYES FOR NEWBORN CHILDREN RULES [REVOKED] 45 

Dr. Krishna directed attention to Chapter 510. 46 

 47 

Ms. Wolfe moved Board approval to revoke Chapter 510. Care of Eyes for Newborn 48 

Children as presented.  Second Dr. Davis.  Motion carried. 49 

 50 
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Dr. Krishna asked if there was discussion from the Board.  Hearing none, Dr. Krishna asked if there was 1 

discussion from the public.  There were no comments or questions from the public. 2 

AYE: Baldwin, Davis, Krishna, Miller, Wolfe  3 

ABSENT: Alexopulos, Anderson, Smith, Woodson 4 

 5 

PROTECTIVE HEALTH SERVICES 6 

CHAPTER 662. HOME CARE AGENCIES [AMENDED] 7 

Dr. Krishna directed attention to Chapter 662. 8 

 9 

Mr. Baldwin moved Board approval for Permanent Adoption to Chapter 662. Home Care 10 

Agencies as presented.  Second Dr. Miller.  Motion carried. 11 

 12 

Dr. Krishna asked if there was discussion from the Board.  Hearing none, Dr. Krishna asked if there was 13 

discussion from the public.  There were no comments or questions from the public. 14 

 15 

 AYE: Baldwin, Davis, Krishna, Miller, Wolfe  16 

ABSENT: Alexopulos, Anderson, Smith, Woodson 17 

 18 

STRATEGIC MAP UPDATE PRESENTATION: Progress and Prospects on the Journey to Improve 19 

Targeted Health Outcomes. Lynn V. Mitchell, M.D., M.P.H., Deputy Commissioner for Prevention and 20 

Preparedness Services and Henry F. Hartsell, Jr.,Ph.D., Deputy Commissioner for Protective Health Services. 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 50 

 51 

 52 
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 29 

 30 
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 32 
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 35 

At the conclusion of the presentation Mr. Baldwin and Dr. Miller both commented on the importance of 36 

legislative involvement in this movement and asked if the agency is actively soliciting the involvement of 37 

our legislators. Mark Newman responded that the agency is taking every opportunity to update and 38 

educate our legislators as well as the Governor’s staff.  He indicated that this education and information is 39 

being provided through individual meetings as well as through educational materials sent to them 40 

throughout the legislative session. Dr. Cline commented that County Administrators are also engaging 41 

legislators at the local level.  Mr. Baldwin asked if legislative support for the improvement of 42 

Oklahoman’s health has been a bi-partisan effort.  Mark Newman responded that the support has been bi-43 

partisan and very positive. 44 

 45 

Dr. Krishna commented on the obesity epidemic and a study indicating the invention of microwave ovens 46 

in the 1980’s as a contributing factor to the obesity epidemic we face today. Dr. Krishna also briefly 47 

discussed the following: 48 

 Problems physicians encounter in routine examinations of obese people; 49 

 The harmful effects of second-hand and third-hand smoke; and  50 

 The increased mortality rate associated with diabetes when combined with mental health 51 

problems. 52 
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 2 

CONSIDERATION OF STANDING COMMITTEES’ REPORTS AND ACTIONS 3 

Executive Committee  4 

Dr. Krishna announced that Dr. Anderson submitted his resignation from the Board of Health. Dr. Krishna 5 

briefly discussed Dr. Anderson’s contributions to the State of Oklahoma and his efforts in attracting many 6 

companies/businesses to the state.  Dr. Krishna commented on a new application and small adaptor designed 7 

to convert an iphone into a mobile EKG machine.  This application will have a great impact in the delivery of 8 

healthcare in areas that do not have this technology. The company responsible for this device was one of 9 

many companies brought to Oklahoma through the efforts of Dr. Anderson.  10 

 11 

He asked for a motion to offer a commendation to Dr. Anderson. Dr. Miller so moved. Second Dr. Davis. 12 

Motion carried. Dr. Krishna asked for any discussion.  Dr. Krishna asked if Dr. Cline would agree to prepare 13 

and send a letter of appreciation to Dr. Anderson and he agreed.   14 

 15 

Finance Committee   16 

Dr. Krishna provided an update of the Budget Status Report for FY 2011 as of December 28, 2010. On a 17 

$407,113,433 budget, OSDH has $389,784,233 in Expenditure Forecast or 95.74%, which is within the 18 

“green” safe zone.  Dr. Krishna briefly summarized the Forecasted Expenditures by Deputy Area. 19 

 20 

Dr. Cline provided a handout prepared for the Office of State Finance, the House of Representatives, and 21 

the State Senate, detailing the Department’s response for how the agency would deal with hypothetical 22 

cuts in appropriations of 5%, 7.5%, and 10% for FY12. 23 

 24 

He indicated that to date, we have received the largest cut and reduction to budget of any health cabinet 25 

agency, over the last 2 years. To accommodate these cuts we have 300 fewer staff than in 2008 and have 26 

reorganized and reduced our Child Guidance system to 16 sites, as well as offering voluntary retirement 27 

buyouts, and a number of other efficiencies.   28 

 29 

In the most simplistic of terms these cut levels equate to $3.1 million, $4.7 million, and $6.2 million 30 

respectively. 31 

 32 

As tough as these economic times are and with the health status of current and future Oklahomans 33 

critically dependent upon improvements in health outcomes, it is still incumbent upon the agency to 34 

respond to these inquiries with respect to our core public health imperatives and the need to maintain 35 

sufficient infrastructure to respond in emergencies and disease outbreaks. 36 

 37 

For the 5% cut scenario, the Department is proposing the elimination of funding for, and the 38 

programmatic efforts of, the Office of Child Abuse Prevention.  The Department fully understands the 39 

importance of protecting this vulnerable population, the progress made in child abuse prevention and the 40 

even greater need of providing these services in this economic downturn.  The elimination of these funds 41 

will certainly leave community and individual family needs unmet and will reduce the amount of federal 42 

funds leveraged by the agency by approximately $200,000. 43 

 44 

To achieve the 7.5% cut, the Department is recommending the elimination of all funding for the Office of 45 

Child Abuse Prevention and $1.52 million of the state appropriated funds going to the formula 46 

reimbursement for Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs). 47 

 48 

A 10% reduction in appropriations could be handled by the elimination of all funding for the Office of 49 

Child Abuse Prevention and $3.075 million of the $3.286 million currently used in the formula 50 

reimbursement for FQHCs.  In Oklahoma during 2009, 17 FQHCs, operating 34 sites, provided 51 

comprehensive primary care to 118,810 patients with a total of approximately 400,000 visits at an average 52 
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cost of $171.64 per patient. Due to the lingering economic downturn, estimates for calendar year 2010 1 

show an expected 17% increase in the number of patients served, with a substantial increase in the 2 

number of uninsured.      3 

 4 

Dr. Krishna asked if there were any questions or discussion.  Dr. Miller asked about the Department’s 5 

office of Federal Funding and whether or not OSDH is the recipient of private donations. Dr. Cline stated 6 

that approximately 56% of our budget is federal funding. He indicated that this last fiscal year we 7 

received ARRA funds that helped minimize the effects of reductions, however they are 1-time dollars and 8 

will expire. Julie Cox-Kain spoke to the question of private donations and indicated that in recent years 9 

we have not been the recipient of any significant amount of private donations. 10 

 11 

Accountability, Ethics & Audit Committee  12 

Mr. Baldwin reported that there are no known significant audit issues to report at this time. 13 

Mr. Durocher reported that there are no significant investigations occurring at this time.  Mr. Durocher is 14 

currently in the process of updating the OSDH Ethics handbook.   15 

 16 

Public Health Policy Committee 17 

Dr. Davis reported that he had met with Mark Newman to review the legislative process related to a bill 18 

becoming law, legislative deadlines, and committee structure for the House and Senate for the coming 19 

session.  Everything is proceeding as anticipated on the legislative agenda items for OHIP and the 20 

Department.   21 

 22 

All proposed legislation will be introduced by January 20, 2011.   A listing of all legislation being tracked 23 

by the Department will be distributed on January 31
st
.  The first weekly legislative update will be 24 

provided to all members of the Board on February 14
th
, following the first week of the legislative session. 25 

 26 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 27 

No updates. 28 

 29 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 30 

Dr. Cline highlighted his attendance at the Health Alliance for the Uninsured Appreciation Luncheon, 31 

held at the Crossings Clinic. He recognized Dr. Krishna for his sponsorship of this event and praised the 32 

group of community partners for their accomplishments.  The group’s purpose was to address the unmet 33 

and unfunded needs in this area.  34 

 35 

Next, Dr. Cline highlighted his involvement with one group of state officials and the new Governor’s 36 

staff. Dr. Cline’s workgroup was tasked with putting forth recommendations surrounding criminal justice 37 

and public safety.  The OSDH does have a public safety role in terms of emergency preparedness.  38 

 39 

Lastly, Dr. Cline acknowledged a meeting with Mary Wakefield, Administrator of Health Resources and 40 

Services Administration (HRSA).  The meeting included 2 other state commissioners and key staff and 41 

was geared toward examining how primary care services can be provided and amplified in the states as 42 

well as looking at the important role that public health agencies play in meeting those needs. 43 

 44 

Dr. Cline commented on legislation that has received a lot of attention and would return local 45 

rights/control and repeal pre-emption. The legislation is authored by Speaker Kris Steele, of the House, 46 

and Senator Myers.   47 

 48 

NEW BUSINESS 49 

No new business to report.  50 

 51 

Dr. Krishna asked Bob Jamison from the Oklahoma City County Health Department (OCCHD) to give an 52 
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informal report of activities. Bob briefly discussed activities under the Wellness Now initiative in 1 

conjunction with the Health Improvement Plan. He indicated that OCCHD is preparing to implement a 2 

cardiovascular disease intervention project in the 73111 zip code, as they have been identified as having 3 

the worst health outcomes for stroke and heart attacks in the metropolis. Mr. Jamison also briefly 4 

discussed OCCHD’s initiative to partner the Central Oklahoma Integrative Network Services (COINS) 5 

with the Health Alliance Organization. 6 

 7 

PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 8 

No Executive Session. 9 

 10 

ADJOURNMENT 11 

Meeting adjourned at 12:48p.m. 12 


