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Do Something! Do One Thing! One Thing Counts!
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The Child Abuse Prevention Action Committee is a collaborative group involved in the planning and promotion of child abuse prevention efforts throughout Oklahoma.

Child Abuse Prevention and Bringing People to the Table

Bringing People to the Prevention Table

Child abuse prevention experts often talk about the fact that child
abuse cuts across all demographics and is a “community”
problem. How many of us have sat in prevention meetings and
asked each other, “How do we get more people engaged in child
abuse prevention?” The simple answer is... community education.
By educating the general public - the community - on the issues
surrounding child abuse, those of us who work daily to prevent
abuse can strengthen our cause, and make more families strong
and more children safe.

So, here are simple ways to educate the community or “bring more
people to the table” of child abuse prevention:

1. Talk about it! Everywhere! Yes, it might be tiring to
deal with the issue all day at work and then talk about
it at home, at church, at your book club, with your
friends. But the more people who know what you do,
and the more people who see your passion, are more
people who can step up and be involved.

If you aren't already, Use social media to post
about the issue. Get on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and Pinterest and share local news
research, strategies, statistics and even inspiration.

Invite people you know to prevention events
and conferences. You'd be surprised how many
“every day” people are interested in being part of the
solution and will give their time and attention to the
topic of child abuse prevention.

Host a child abuse awareness event at your
place of worship (or other group you’re involved
with).

Know what yours and other prevention
organizations in your community are doing to
educate the community, and spread the word
to the people you know.

Child abuse IS a community issue - so let’s do all we can to bring
more of the community “to the table” to talk, learn, join forces and
act on the issue.

Related Resources:

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month.
Get involved NATIONALLY —
https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/preventionmonth/
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/index.php
http://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/child _abuse prevention _month

Get involved LOCALLY - http://fsps.health.ok.gov

Do jllSt one thillg (More)! Your one thing counts!

v" Ask someone you know who works or volunteers with
children what they know about how to recognize abuse,
and if they know what to do if they suspect it. If they seem
unsure, invite them to participate in a training on
“Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse”. Organizations
in the OKC metro area that provide this kind of training
include: Oklahoma City-County Health Department, Mary
Abbot House, and Family Builders.

v Take a stack of Child Abuse Hotline cards wherever you
go... pass them out to friends, leave them at your local
library, church, childcare, school, etc. Available in English
and Spanish by email request: sheriet@health.ok.gov

v’ Attend Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Day at the Capitol
and Mini Conference on Tuesday, April 8, 2014!

Agency Spotlight

Family Builders began as Parents Assistance Center in
1976 around the kitchen table of social worker Ann Hardy.
Ann realized that providing parenting skills to families in
crisis was a key step forward in ending child abuse.
Thirty-eight years later, Family Builders continues in its
mission to strengthen families and prevent child abuse by
helping parents gain healthy parenting skills and learn
emotional regulation. Groups and classes are offered at its
downtown OKC facility and in Guthrie and Yukon. Family
Builders also provides out-based community education to
adults, teens and children on topics of abuse. Find out more
at www.familybuildersok.org.

Upcoming Events

o Applications being accepted for the Family Builders Teen
Advisory Board. This board, open to high school students
will help plan and implement a teen relationship
conference for the fall of 2014. Applications due March
15" and are available at: http:/familybuildersok.org/what-
we-do/family-builders-teen-advisory-board-application/.
Family Builders presents a preview of their Kids on the
Block puppet program at Metro Family KidsFest, Cox
Convention Center, Saturday April 5", 11:30AM-4:30PM
http://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/Web-
2014/MetroFamilys-2014-Kids-Fest/
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