[image: kiowa_cen_clr]


For Immediate Release
Date:	February 28, 2014
Name:	Rebecca Villa-Winsett, Local Emergency Response Coordinator
	Kiowa County Health Department	
580-726-3316

Be a Force of Nature in Kiowa County
National Severe Weather Preparedness Week March 2-8, 2014 

Kiowa County Health Department is proud to support National Severe Weather Preparedness Week March 2-8, 2014. Sponsored by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Severe Weather Preparedness Week is a nationwide effort designed to increase awareness of the severe weather that affects everyone and to encourage individuals, families businesses and communities to know their risk, take action, and be an example.

Being prepared to act quickly could be a matter of survival. This is especially evident during the threat of severe weather. The deadliest and most destructive tornado of 2013 was an EF-5 on May 20 in Moore, Oklahoma, causing more than $2 billion in property damage. 

Knowing your risk of severe weather, taking action and being an example are just a few steps you can take to be better prepared to save your life and assist in saving the lives of others. “Oklahomans understand how weather conditions can change very quickly.” states Brandie O’Connor, Kiowa County Health Department Administrative Director, “maintaining situational awareness during storm season at home, at work or on the road can make a big difference when disaster strikes.”

Know Your Risk: The first step to becoming weather-ready is to understand the type of hazardous weather that can affect where you live and work, and how the weather could impact you and your family. Sign up for weather alerts and check the weather forecast regularly. 

Take Action: Make sure you are prepared for severe weather.  Your family may not be together when a storm strikes, so plan how you will contact one another by developing your family communication plan. Make sure you put together an emergency kit and store important papers and valuables in a safe place. 

Be an Example: Once you have taken action, tell family, friends, and co-workers to do the same. Letting others know that you’re prepared will prompt them to prepare as well. Share the resources and alert systems you discovered through your social media network such as Facebook or Twitter.

Being weather ready is a collective effort. It takes the whole community to effectively prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate against damages caused by tornadoes, severe thunderstorms and other severe weather.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Learn more at www.weather.gov or the Spanish-language web site www.listo.gov. For Public Health Emergency Preparedness information contact the Kiowa County Health Department at (580) 726-3316
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