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Oklahoma Health Equity Campaign (OHEC) 
Partnership Meeting 

February 24, 2016 
 

Debra Andersen, SmartStart OKC, OKC 
Dedrick Anderson, Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH), Office of Minority Health, OKC 
Gayle Arp, OSDH, Cleveland County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
Maria Arroyo, Variety Care, OKC 
Sarah Ashmore, SmartStart OKC, OKC 
Mary Ann Boersma, OSDH, Cleveland County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
Tabitha Brewer, Child Care, Inc., OKC 
Ronda Brownd, Norman Public Schools, Moore (VC) 
Danielle Bryant, OSDH, Creek County Health Department, Tulsa (VC) 
Corey Burnett, Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Moore (VC) 
Terry Burris, Indian Health Service (IHS), Stillwater (VC) 
Peggy Byerly, OSDH, Community and Family Health Services, OKC 
Cassandra Camp, OSDH, Prevention and Preparedness Service, OKC 
Clarizza Carroll, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Barbara Colbert, Oklahoma County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
Delene Coleman, Faith Community Nurses, Tulsa (VC) 
Erin Colgan, Variety Care, OKC 
Autumn Cooper, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Robin Cooper, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Mary Cornelsen, United Way of Central Oklahoma, OKC 
John Corpolongo, OSDH, SoonerStart, OKC 
D’Ann Cox, Faith Community Nurses, Integris Health, OKC 
Pat Damron, OKC 
Amy Dedering, OSDH, Protective Health Services, OKC 
Tara Douglas, OSDH, Cleveland County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
David Dude, American Cancer Society, OKC 
Stacy Dykstra, SmartStart OKC, OKC 
Christy Emig, SmartStart of Norman, Moore (VC) 
Sherry Fair, Parent Promise, OKC 
Dr. Raul Font, Latino Community Development Agency (LCDA), OKC 
Shari Freeland, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Debra Fry, OSDH, Canadian County Health Department, Yukon (VC) 
Lisa Fry, Delaware Child Development, Tulsa (VC) 
Susan Gay, Oklahoma City Area Indian Tribal Health Board, (OCAITHB), OKC 
Leslie Gelders, Oklahoma Department of Libraries (ODL), OHEC Steering Committee Member, OKC 
Cori Golden, True Dads, OKC 
Steve Goldman, Oklahoma Primary Care Association (OKPCA), OKC 
Mary Gossett, OSDH, Comanche County Health Department, Lawton (VC) 
Laura Gregory, Oklahoma City Housing Authority (OCHA), OKC 
Barbara Griffin, United Way of Southwest (SW) Oklahoma, Lawton (VC) 
Melissa Griffin, OSDH, Community and Family Health Services, OKC 
Sarah Head, United Way of SW Oklahoma, Lawton (VC) 
Sharon Herring, Delaware Child Development, Tulsa (VC) 
Timothy Hill, MD, Health Alliance for the Uninsured (HAU), OKC 



 
 

2 
 

Colleen Hobbs, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Larry Hopper, Central Oklahoma Transit and Parking Authority (COTPA), OKC 
Emily Hua, OSDH, Prevention and Preparedness Service, Chronic Disease, OKC 
Deborah Huey, Oklahoma Childcare Association (OCCA), OKC 
Candice Jackson, OSDH, Community and Family Health Services, OKC 
Annette Jacobi, OSDH, Community and Family Health Services, OKC 
Albert Janco, OKC 
Chris Jarko, OSDH, Cleveland County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
Tillo Johnson, True Dads, OKC 
Nicole Kanelakos, Sunbeam Family Services, OKC 
Sara King, OSDH, Cleveland County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
Lauran Larson, OCCHD, OKC  
Naneida, Lazarte-Alcala, Oklahoma Department of Human Services (OKDHS), OKC  
Shannon Lee, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS), OKC 
Alicia Lincoln, OSDH, Community and Family Health Services, OKC 
Patrick Marc-Charles, True Dads, OKC 
Marshan Marick, Langston University, OHEC Steering Committee Member, OKC 
Jimmy Martin, Moore Public Schools, Moore (VC) 
Valerie McCartney, St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, OKC 
Karla McGuire, OSDH, Health Equity and Resource Opportunities (HERO), OKC 
Cynthia McNack, OSDH, Prevention and Preparedness Service, OKC 
Shauna Meador, Community Service Council, Tulsa (VC) 
Celina Mendoza, OKDHS, OKC 
Kristen Millican, OSDH, Cleveland County Health Department, Moore (VC) 
Michelle Moore-Rother, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Cassie Mullens, Oklahoma State Department of Education, Durant (VC) 
Diane Murphree, United Way of Norman, Moore (VC) 
Marisa New, OSDH, Health Equity & Resource Opportunities Division (HERO), OKC 
Victoria Nubine, Oklahoma County Social Services, OKC 
Jade Owen, Oklahoma University Health Science Center (OUHSC), Oklahoma Nutrition information and Education Project  
(ONIE Project), OKC 
David Parker, Sunbeam Family Services, OKC 
Gaylene Patterson, OSDH, Bryan County Health Department, Durant (VC) 
Barbara Percival, OCCA, OKC 
Irene Perez, Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), OKC 
Pennyrose Perez, OSDH, Comanche County Health Department, Lawton (VC) 
Nicole Prieto Johns, OSDH, OKC 
Stephanie Plante-Burks, OSDH, Okmulgee County Health Department, Okmulgee (VC) 
Rita Reeves, OSDH, Chronic Disease Service, OKC 
Charlotte Register, St. Stephens First United Methodist Church Preschool (FUMC), Tulsa (VC) 
Sarah Roberts, In As Much Foundation, OKC 
Corey Robertson, OSDH, Office of Communications, OKC 
Amber Rose, OSDH, Prevention and Preparedness Service, OKC 
Marilyn Sampilo, OSDH, OKC 
Ruth Sanchez, Metropolitan Fair Housing Council, OKC 
Julie Seward, Southern Plains Tribal Health Board, OKC 
Stacie Seymour, Smart Start Canadian County, OKC 
Chanda Shaw, Sunbeam Family Services, OKC 
Mia Smith, OHCA, OKC 
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Wanda Smith, United Way of SW Oklahoma, Lawton (VC) 
Mendy Spohn, OSDH, Carter County Health Department, Ardmore (VC) 
Jennifer Stroud, OU Physicians, OKC 
Amy Terry, OSDH, Community and Family Health Services, Maternal and Child Health, OKC 
Kelsey Thomas, Delaware Child Development, Tulsa (VC) 
John Thompson, OKC 
William Tolbert, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), OKC 
Eva Trinh, OSDH, Prevention and Preparedness Service, OKC 
Megan Tyler, Smart Start of OK, OKC 
Nicholas Wahpepah, Southern Plains Tribal Health Board (SPTHB), OKC 
Deanna Wasson, Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma, Moore (VC) 
Betty Weber, OSDH, Pontotoc County Health Department, Ada (VC) 
Hillary Winn, OHCA, OKC 
Lucy Xiong, OSDH, Bryan County Health Department, Durant (VC) 

 
New Members: Debra Andersen, Gayle Arp, Sarah Ashmore, Mary Ann Boersma, Tabitha Brewer, Ronda 
Brownd, Danielle Bryant, Barbara Colbert, Delene Coleman, Erin Colgan,  Autumn Cooper, Robin Cooper, Mary 
Cornelsen, D’Ann Cox, Pat Damron, Sherry Fair, Dr. Raul Font, Shari Freeland, Lisa Fry, Cori Golden, Mary 
Gossett, Barbara Griffin, Sarah Head, Sharon Herring, Colleen Hobbs, Deborah Huey, Candice Jackson, Chris 
Jarko, Tillo Johnson, Nicole Kanelakos, Sara King, Naneida Lazarte-Alcala, Shannon Lee, Patrick Marc-Charles, 
Jimmy Martin, Cynthia McNack, Shauna Meador, Kristen Millican, Michelle Moore-Rother, Cassie Mullens, Diane 
Murphree, Victoria Nubine, Gaylene Patterson, Barbara Percival, Pennyrose Perez, Charlotte Register, Sarah 
Roberts, Marilyn Sampilo, Julie Seward, Stacie Seymour, Chanda Shaw, Wanda Smith, Kelsey Thomas, Eva Trinh, 
Megan Tyler, Nicholas Wahpepah, Deanna Wasson and Lucy Xiong 
 
Welcome/Introductions:  Richard Marshall, Oklahoma Health Equity Campaign (OHEC) Steering Committee 
Chair 
 
Review of 11/19/15 Minutes:  Minutes Approved 
 
Updates:   

 

 Faith-Based Health Equity Project –Marshan Marick, Langston University  
o Marshan Marick, Langston University, OHEC Steering Committee Member:  

In February of 2015 we reconvened partners from the Faith and Community-Based 
organizations who met at the Together for Health Summits in 2014 to discuss what kind of 
action we could have based on the reactions about health inequity in Oklahoma. We began 
discussing how we could gain consensus, and we decided to enter into a study using the Delphi 
Method.  
Some preliminary results are: The most important thing facing the state regarding health equity 
as it relates to Faith and Community Based organizations are areas that the Oklahoma Health 
Equity Campaign (OHEC) are currently focusing on.  

 Looking at available resources and providing resources. 
 Addressing Health Literacy and providing services 
 Examining what we can do as a collective body, and to be really engaged in advocacy.  
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We will be gathering all the data to present a formal report to OHEC and its partners about the 
next step and how we can have action around the results and what that action will mean.  

 

 Transportation: 
o Public Health & Corridor Transportation Planning- Larry Hopper, EMBARK/Central Oklahoma 

Public Transportation Authority: 
In partnership with ACOG, Oklahoma County Health Department, Oklahoma City Planning 
Department, Oklahoma Health Equity Campaign (OHEC) and other business partners we began 
working on the Northwest Corridor Multi-Model Transportation Plan. It began as a bus rapid 
transit (BRT) plan for Classen & NW Expressway and turning that route into a corridor that is 
easier to ride the bus on.  The corridor was selected as one of two in the United States that 
would look at health and planning principals for transportation corridors. We are awaiting a 
case-study report from the US Department of Transportation on our study, when received we 
will complete the planning report. We’ve received great feedback from our partners from the 
business community.  
Benefits of the plan include: 

 To help visualize transit, especially (BRT) and other improvements 
 To imagine ways to improve community health.  
 Improvements are for transit customers, bicyclists, and pedestrians, as well as 

motorists, ways to change public health that can boost mobility.   
 Having more grocery stores that you can walk to in the area. 
 Ways to get to and from different clinics, hospitals and to the exercise and health care 

areas. 
Oklahoma City is one of five beta testing sites in the country selected to roll model what 
communities could actually integrate into their transportation planning processes as it relates to 
health. 
 

Presentations:  
 
Community Screening and Discussion: 
 

                     “THE RAISING OF AMERICA: Early Childhood and the Future of our Nation”: Moderated by Debra Andersen, 
Smart Start Oklahoma 
 [Power Point available upon request] 
 
Requests for Announcements and Final Comments:  Richard Marshall, OHEC Steering Committee Chair 
 

 Leslie Gelders, Oklahoma Department of Libraries (ODL) have purchased sets of the “Raising of America” 
video series to be placed around the state in public libraries. If you are interested in showing the video, 
you may check out the video series from your local library beginning in April. Video clips are available for 
smaller audiences and groups unable to show the entire video. OETA will be airing the video in April 
during National Public Health Week beginning April 5th.  If you are interested in hosting a viewing of this 
series, we would love to help you promote the event. We can supply you the questions we used here 
today or you are welcome to come up with your own questions. 
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 Steve Goldman, Oklahoma Primary Care Association (OKPCA): 
Oklahoma Affordable Care Act (ACA) health insurance sign-ups were up dramatically, approximately 17% 
which makes Oklahoma the 10th highest increase in the country in terms of the marketplace plans from 
United Healthcare and Blue Cross and Blue Shield. In Oklahoma, the enrollment has been widespread 
across both rural (37% of sign-ups) and urban areas (63% of sign-ups). Open enrollment has closed but 
special enrollment remains open through the year for qualifying events. Survivors of domestic violence 
or spousal abandonment have an anytime special enrollment period. Insure Oklahoma from the State 
Healthcare Authority will be starting a new application period beginning March 14th.   

 Jade Owens, Oklahoma Nutrition and Education Project (ONIE): 
The ONIE Project, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture and several community partners will be hosting 
the 2nd Annual Oklahoma Farmers Market conference which will be held on March 10th 9-3 pm at the 
Cole Community Center at 4400 NW Expressway, OKC 73116.  Registration closes on March 3, 2016. 
http://www.onieproject.org/farmersmarket 

 Richard Marshall, OHEC Chair: We would like to invite everyone to visit the Oklahoma Health Equity 
Campaign Website, www.okhealthequity.org to learn more about Health Equity, Health Literacy, 
Transportation and Health, Food Security and Health and Housing and Health. 

 Marisa New, OSDH Health Equity and Resource Opportunities Division: The next two OHEC Partnership 
Meetings have been scheduled.  
April 14th – 2-4 pm, in Room 806 at OSDH 
Information on accessible housing as well as going smoke free in housing will be presented. We will be 
partnering with Progressive Independence as well as Metropolitan Fair Housing for this event. 
May 12th – 2-4 pm in Room 806 at OSDH 
Presentations concerning the results of the Affordability Housing Study conducted by various 
community organizations will be discussed.  
 

Meeting Adjourned:  Richard Marshall, OHEC Steering Committee Chair 
 

 
 

http://www.onieproject.org/farmersmarket
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