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Summary of Governor Mary Fallin’s Budget Solutions for  

FY 2012 and Oklahoma’s Roadmap to Prosperity  
as Presented in the State of the State Address 

 

Overview:  

In today’s State of the State address, Governor Mary Fallin outlines a conservative plan 

to work through Oklahoma’s revenue shortfall while pursuing a forward thinking, long 

term agenda to bring more jobs and prosperity to the state. Governor Fallin calls on 

lawmakers in both parties to work together in order to create more and better jobs, build a 

more modern and efficient state government, improve the health of our citizens and 

improve our schools.   

 

FY 2012 Budget: 

 

The governor’s budget takes a $600 million shortfall and turns it into a $100 million 

surplus through a combination of budget cuts and government modernization reforms. 

The governor has asked every agency to take a cut, although those agencies dealing with 

high priority services such as public safety, education, and health and human services 

will take significantly smaller cuts. The budget reflects her conviction that state 

government must live within its means and balance its budget through cost-saving 

innovations and shared sacrifice rather than tax hikes. Furthermore, the budget presented 

today keeps in place the income tax cut trigger that lowers taxes for Oklahoma families 

and businesses and ultimately helps to create jobs.     

 

Oklahoma’s Roadmap to Prosperity 

 

Jobs:  

 The governor’s agenda reflects her number one priority: creating jobs by building 

a better climate for business retention and business expansion in Oklahoma. In her 

State of the State address, the governor highlights the need for workers 

compensation reform and lawsuit reform to reduce business costs in Oklahoma, 

asks for government rules and regulations to be more carefully scrutinized and 

asks the legislature to create a Governor’s Closing Fund to lure businesses to the 
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state. She also outlines her philosophy on tax credits: those credits that create jobs 

stay; those that do not must be eliminated.  

 

Government Modernization:  

 Governor Fallin is proposing a series of reforms to modernize our state agencies 

and to make them operate more efficiently and effectively. These reforms include 

moving state agencies from paper to electronic billing and payments, moving 

universities from their own purchasing card systems to the state purchasing card 

system, consolidating IT resources and moving to a single, standardized system 

for financial bookkeeping. These modernization efforts reflect a commitment to 

making government smaller, smarter and more efficient in order to save taxpayer 

dollars and better serve the citizens of Oklahoma.  

 

Health:  

 In her State of the State speech, the governor highlights her support of Oklahoma-

based solutions to the health-related challenges facing our state. She emphasizes 

the need to support valuable public-private partnerships like Insure Oklahoma, 

which helps small businesses offer employees affordable health insurance options, 

and the Certified Healthy Businesses, Schools and Communities programs that 

encourage voluntary participation in healthy living options. The governor also 

announces her intention to build on an Oklahoma health care exchange program 

introduced by Speaker Kris Steele, so that Oklahomans can shop for a variety of 

private health insurance plans armed with more information and choices. Finally, 

she reiterates her opposition to President Obama’s unconstitutional, job-killing 

health care bill. 

 

Education:  

 The governor’s agenda reflects her commitment to education and her belief that 

improving our schools and educating our children is the single most important 

thing Oklahoma can do to ensure its long-term prosperity. The governor is 

proposing a variety of new reforms and improvements, including the 

consolidation of administrative resources in order to get more money into 

classrooms, the elimination of “trial de novo,” a new public-private partnership to 

fund successful learning programs, and taking steps toward ending social 

promotion.   
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