
TITLE 230.  STATE ELECTION BOARD
CHAPTER 20.  CANDIDATE FILING

SUBCHAPTER 3.  FILING FOR STATE AND COUNTY OFFICE
PART 7.  PROCEDURE FOR FILING

230:20-3-37.  Checking Declarations
(a)  The Secretary shall scrutinize all information on the Declaration of Candidacy form.  The
Secretary is advised to read each line of the Declaration aloud to the candidate and to spell out
the candidate's name.  Specifically, the Secretary shall confirm the following facts regarding the
Declaration:

(1)  The candidate's signature is notarized or witnessed by an appropriate authority. 
Check to see that both the Notary Public's signature and an impression of the Notary=s
seal are present on the Declaration of Candidacy form.
(2)  The supporting petition bears the required number of signatures or more, or the
accompanying cashier's check or certified check is in the proper amount and form.  See
230:20-3-33.
(3)  The name of the candidate as it appears on the first line of the Declaration of
Candidacy conforms identically to the signature of the candidate at the bottom of the
form.  The candidate has provided his or her name on the first line of the Declaration of
Candidacy as it is to appear on the ballot.
(4) The candidate has provided his or her full legal name on the second line of the
Declaration of Candidacy form.
(4) (5)  The office sought is complete, including district number if required.
(5) (6)  The address of residence listed is within the county (or district) of the office
sought.
(6) (7)  The mailing address is complete, including zip code.
(7) (8)  The telephone number, if provided, is accurate.
(8) (9)  The e-mail address, if provided, is accurate.
(9) (10)  The website address, if provided, is accurate.
(10) (11)  The box for party candidate, Independent, or Judicial is checked.  If the party
candidate box is checked, then the name of the political party is written in immediately
thereafter.  Only the names of political parties recognized as provided by state law may be
written on a Declaration of Candidacy.  (Judicial candidates file their Declarations of
Candidacy only with the Secretary of the State Election Board.)
(11) (12)  The precinct and county blanks are completed.
(12) (13)  The date of birth blank is completed.
(14) The candidate checked either "Yes" or "No" in the Criminal History Disclosure box. 
If the candidate checks "Yes," a completed Criminal History Disclosure Supplement to
the Declaration of Candidacy must be provided with the Declaration of Candidacy form.

(b)  The Secretary has no authority to reject the filing of any candidate unless the Declaration
shows on its face that the candidate does not meet the qualifications to become a candidate for
the office as contained in the Oklahoma Constitution, statutes, or the resolution calling the
election, or in the case of a home rule charter city, in the charter.  [26:5-117]  If there are errors
on the Declaration, the Secretary shall point out such errors to the candidate.  For example, one



common error is to indicate the current year in the date of birth instead of the actual year of birth. 
The candidate then shall correct the errors and sign his initials beside the correction.  Only the
candidate may make corrections on a Declaration of Candidacy.
(c) If the Declaration of Candidacy was received by mail or was delivered by someone other than
the candidate, the Secretary shall indicate on the form that it was not received in person from the
candidate by noting the letters "NIP" for "not in person" on the upper right corner.
(d) In the event that information provided on a candidate's Criminal History Disclosure
Supplement form indicates that he or she is not eligible to become a candidate, the Declaration
may be deemed invalid on its face and therefore may be rejected.  However, the Secretary shall
consult the District Attorney and the State Election Board before rejecting any Declaration of
Candidacy for this reason.

[Source:  Amended at 18 Ok Reg 1870, eff 7-1-01; Amended at 20 Ok Reg 474, eff 1-2-03
(emergency); Amended at 20 Ok Reg 1093, eff 7-1-03; Amended at 26 Ok Reg 2530, eff 7-15-
09]

230:20-3-38.  Candidate's name
(a)  The candidate's name shall appear at the top of the Declaration of Candidacy form exactly the
same as the candidate's signature appears at the bottom on the ballot exactly as it appears on the
appropriate line of the Declaration of Candidacy form.  A candidate who is generally known by
or who does business using a nickname, maiden name, or birth name may choose to provide that
name on the appropriate line of the Declaration of Candidacy.
(b)  Quotation marks and parentheses are not permitted to appear in, before, or after a candidate's
name.  Prefixes, suffixes, and titles are not permitted.  To determine the foregoing, the following
examples are offered:

(1)  Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms., Dr., M.D., Rev., Prof., Father, Judge, Sen., Gen., Col., Major,
Capt., Sgt., etc., are not permitted.
(2)  Jr., Sr., II, III, etc., may be permitted if they are part of the candidate's name.

(b) (c)  A candidate is not required to list his or her full legal name on the appropriate line of the 
Declaration of Candidacy form.  The candidate's full legal name on the appropriate line of the
Declaration of Candidacy form is not required to match exactly the name on his or her voter
registration or to match exactly the candidate's signature on the Declaration of Candidacy form. 
A candidate who is generally known by or who does business using a nickname may choose to
use that name on the Declaration of Candidacy.  A married woman may use her maiden name on
the Declaration of Candidacy form.

[Source: Amended at 26 Ok Reg 2530, eff 7-15-09]


