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Kate Barnard Community Corrections Center

In 1977, the 20-year-old Suntide Inn Motel was purchased by the State Board of Affairs on behalf of
the Oklahoma Department of Corrections. The motel has served the agency as a training academy and a
community corrections center for the past 35 years. The Oklahoma Legislative Architectural and Engineering
Study conducted by the Durant Group in 2009 stated, “The Center is in poor condition. One building on
the campus has already been condemned, and the others have major issues which need attention.” The report
concluded, “...the amount of dollars that would need to be spent to remodel and update the remaining

Center to bring it to required standards would outweigh the benefits...”

At this point, a significant investment is needed to make necessary repairs to Kate Barnard Community
Corrections Center. Rather than invest in a structure that needed to be “demolished” at the time of the study,
we will expand the mission of Hillside Community Corrections Center. This will involve establishing 64

work release beds at Hillside and utilizing halfway house beds with whom the agency already contracts.

Work is already underway to relocate the Kate Barnard dental and dental surgery clinic to Hillside Community
Corrections Center. Once offenders are re-located to other facilities, all Kate Barnard staff will be transferred
to Hillside. No staff will lose their employment as a result of this closing. It is anticipated the move will be

accomplished by fall.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for the work done by scores of dedicated
employees who collectively invested more than a million hours working with offenders at Kate Barnard over
the past 35 years. I would also like to express my sincere appreciation for the staff who will transition the
offenders at Kate Barnard to their new locations and who will continue their dedication to the mission of the

department at Hillside Community Corrections Center.

Lastly, because Kate Barnard was the state’s first Commissioner of Charities and Corrections and the first

female elected state officer in the United States, Hillside will be renamed as the Kate Barnard Community

Corrections Center.




