


the public information officer. 

In May of 1988, two years after becoming 

the public information officer, a hostage 

situation occurred at Mack Alford Cor-

rectional Center in Stringtown, Oklaho-

ma. Jerry sayss, “The toughest thing about 

this job is when employees get hurt or killed 

in-the-line-of-duty, as it was in this case.”  

The situation lasted two to three days 

and he was constantly answering media 

questions.  

Jerry was also there for the 1990 execu-

tion of Charles Troy Coleman, convict-

ed of the 1979 shotgun slaying of John 

Seward and his wife, Roxie, after they in-

terrupted a burglary at a relative’s home.  

This was the first execution by lethal in-

jection in Oklahoma. “It’s not a nine to 

five job when you have to deal with the me-

dia.  You get called at all hours of the night 

from different news outlets,” Jerry says.  

Jerry is the last of eight employees hired 

at the same time.  He says, “I really formed 

some good friendships with those I started 

with.  We were all young.  Straight out of col-

lege and just starting a new career.  All we 

had was each other.”

Asked what his plans were after retire-

ment he says, “I didn’t think that I could 

play more golf than I am doing now, but 

that is my goal after I retire.”      

Jerry and his wife, Neville, will be mar-

ried 36 years in August. He says, “The 

best memorable moment at the Depart-

ment of Corrections is when I met my wife, 

Neville.  She started two years after I did.” 

Jerry Massie is the last of a dying breed 

who can be TEED OFF now and not 

be angry about it. 
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Jerry and his wife, Neville.

Jerry has 
worked for 
10 ODOC 
directors.  
(ODOC has 
only had 11 
directors). 

Jerry and friends on the golf course.






