It is important that we take the time to recog-
nize the valuable state employees who place
their lives on the line every day in the name
of public safety. This past May the Oklahoma
Department of Corrections (ODOC) recog-
nized the nominees for Correctional Officer
of the Year, Correctional Officer Supervi-
sor of the Year and Probation and Parole
Officer of the Year. The agency also an-
nounced the over-all winners for each
category. This ceremony was held at
the Will Rogers Theatre in Okla-
homa City with executive staff and
Board of Corrections members in
attendance, as well as the nomi-
nees and their family members.

Artendees were fortunate to hear
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from our Commissioner of Public Safety, Michael
Thompson, as well as the Oklahoma Speaker of the
House, Jeff Hickman.

Over-all winners include: Gary Trent (above left),
Correctional Officer of the Year, Howard McLeod
Correctional Center; Bradley Rogers (above middle),
Correctional Officer Supervisor of the Year, Dick
Connors Correctional Center; and, Christopher
Clark (above right), Probation and Parole Officer of
the Year, Tulsa County.

The three winners, along with nominees and final-
ists, traveled to the Oklahoma State Capitol where
they met with Governor Mary Fallin. Afterwards
they were recognized on the floor of the Oklahoma
House of Representatives by Representative Pam Pe-

terson and presented a citation marking this honor.
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