
OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
 

Agreement to Accept Treatment Plan 
 

Hepatitis C infection is a viral illness that is usually acquired through injection drug use.  In some cases, 
the infection is acute and self-limited, but more often the infection is chronic.  Chronic Hepatitis C is 
typically mild, progressing, at a very slow rate without any symptoms or signs over the course of 
decades.  The Oklahoma Department of Corrections wants to provide appropriate medical care for 
offenders with hepatitis C infection.  In so doing, we follow the recommendations of experts in the 
treatment of liver disease, including the American Association for the Study of Liver Disease, as well as 
the FDA approved indications for use of medications developed for treatment of Hepatitis C.  For some, 
this will mean potentially receiving medications.  For others, monitoring the disease process over time 
and receiving educational counseling will be more appropriate. 
 

The decision to undertake treatment for Hepatitis C should not be taken lightly.  Medication treatment 
may have serious side effects and may make you feel worse initially.  Current treatments fail to 
eliminate the virus in about 5-20% of the people who take them.  New medications and 
improvements in treatment are expected to become increasingly available over the next several years. 
 

To be considered for medication treatment, you must agree to the following: 
• Repeated drawing of blood for laboratory monitoring 
• Random drug and alcohol testing 
• Repeated follow-up visits to medical during and for 6 months after treatment 
• Psychiatric evaluation 
• Needle liver biopsy in a minority of cases 
• Transfer to a prison facility identified as a center of excellence for Hepatitis C treatment, or remain at 

private prison facility for treatment.  
• Taking medication exactly as prescribed 
• Discontinuation of medication for any of the following reasons: 

• Refusal to submit to any random drug test during treatment 
• Positive test for alcohol or drugs during treatment, recent tattooing 
• Serious side effects that require discontinuation of medication 
• Determination, before or during treatment, that you are not a candidate for treatment 
• Pregnancy 

• Review of educational and counseling materials with health services personnel prior to and during 
treatment 

 

Medical Services will recommend against parole for anyone undergoing medication treatment for 
Hepatitis C – both during treatment and for the critical 6-month follow-up period after treatment. 
 

I have read and understand the above.  I agree to the conditions of the Hepatitis C treatment plan.  I 
have been informed about the risks, benefits, side effects and alternatives to medication treatment.  I 
understand this agreement does not guarantee treatment. 
 
 
Medical Provider’s Signature_________________________________________Date_______________ 
 
 
Offenders Signature________________________________DOC#___________Date_______________ 
 
 
Witness Signature__________________________________________________Date_______________ 
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