Oklahoma Department of Corrections
Unclassified Job Descriptor

ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSE

Basic Purpose:

Positions in this job provide professional medical services to inmates for the
department; are responsible for examination, diagnosis, treatment and performance of
specialized procedures that are within the scope of an advanced practice nurse; make
referrals to staff physician when determination is made that illness or treatment is
beyond that scope of practice. Specialties in this area are advanced registered nurse
practitioners, clinical nurse specialist, nurse-midwives and certified registered nurse
anesthetists as identified in the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act, Title 59 O.S. Section
567.3a.

Typical Functions:

e Provides advanced professional expertise and technical assistance to medical staff
in implementing health care treatment within the area of specialization and
certification.

e Performs evaluations of inmates including review of information obtained by other
health care providers; reviews the history of previous treatment, other laboratory and
diagnostic tests, and examines inmates for present pathology; establishes a
diagnosis and prescribes treatment and follow-up plans; performs further diagnostic
procedures when necessary; provides continuity of individualized health care to
inmates by referring to, or collaborating with, other health care professionals in the
establishment of goals and implementation of the plan of care.

e Prescribes, dispenses and regulates medications according to the orders
established by the supervising physician.

e Acts as a resource to health care staff and implements educational programs to
improve health care management of inmates; provides leadership in the

assessment, development, and implementation of policies and
procedures/standards of care that are directly and indirectly related to the care of
inmates.

e Documents results of examinations, diagnosis, and treatment in the inmate’s
medical record using the proper charting format; assures the maintenance of
medical confidentiality and complies with department and statutory requirements
concerning the release of medical information.
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Unclassified Job Descriptor

ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSE

Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities:

Knowledge of nursing theory and practice; of physical assessment, diagnosis,
pathophysiology, pharmacology, and management of acute and chronic problems; of
theory and practice of medical diagnostic techniques, methods, and procedures; and of
supervisory principles and techniques. Ability to establish and maintain effective
working relationships; to instruct patients; and to collaborate with health team members.

Education and Experience:

Statutorily Required: N/A

Minimum Qualifications: Current certificate of recognition and prescriptive authority
from the Oklahoma Board of Nursing as an advanced practice nurse as defined by the
Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act. Positions may require a specific advanced practice
nursing certificate specialization.
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