WE REMEMBER

OKC BOMBING: Iwenty Years Later

You have seen the headlines, “Zerror in the Heartland: The Forerunner
to 9-1-1,” “Americas Worst Terrorist: Timothy McVeigh,” and many more.
These headlines will be remembered just as President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt’s quote on Pearl Harbor, A date which will live on in infamy” is

remembered.

It was a typical cool spring morning in Oklahoma City on April 19,
1995. The sun was shining and a light breeze was blowing through the
trees. People were watching the weather (would tree pollen or ragweed
affect their allergies today), attending meetings and dropping children
off at daycare or school. It was just your regular spring day until 9:02

a.m., when Oklahoma City and the world changed forever.

At the corner of Fifth and Robinson, a yellow Ryder truck was parked
in front of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building. People walked by it,
cars passed by it and people saw it out of their office windows. One yel-
low Ryder rental truck parked at a meter. NO ONE GAVE IT MUCH
THOUGHT!! However at 9:02 a.m., all thoughts were on the truck

after the smoke and dust cleared.

,_J
Read fhe stories of fhose who remembered X }_:_
aoNd survived thot day 20 Uears aqgo.
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The following article, written by Anetta (Howard) Bullock, is a reprint from the June 1995 issue of Inside Corrections.

The staff of
the Oklahoma

Criminal Justice
Resource Center
and the Truth
in Sentencing
Commission
will not soon
forget the
bombing of
the Alfred P
Murrah Federal
Building on
April 19 1995,

The DOC Story

CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER DESTROYED BY MURRAH BOMB BLAST

Our office was located on the third floor
in the Journal Record Building, direct-
ly across the street north of the federal
building. Four employees --Fran Ferarri,
Melissa McLawhorn, Anetta Howard, and
Michael Connelly -- and intern Michelle
Williams were in the building when the
bomb exploded. The remaining staff --
Michael Parsons, Paul O’Connell, Cindy
Brown, Bill Huntington, and five interns
-- were not at the office due to medical
appointments or meetings being attended
elsewhere.

When the explosion occurred, windows on
the south side of the Journal Record Build-
ing shattered. Fran, who sat directly in
front of a large window sustained multiple
facial lacerations, a broken cheekbone,
chipped teeth, fractured forearm, numer-
ous cuts that required stitches, and eye
damage from the shattered glass. She
was taken to St. Anthony’s Hospital where

she underwent surgery twice before being
released on April 23. She is recovering
at home now, but still have much healing
to do and will undergo reconstructive sur-
gery when her current wounds heal.

Michael Connelly also was injured. He
suffered multiple cuts to the head area.
O’Connell,
Connelly on the street immediately after
the incident and drove him to a hospital in
Edmond for treatment.

His supervisor, Paul found

Other staff mem-
bers in the office at the time of the blast
received minor cuts and did not require
treatment.

As far as the office goes --it's history!
The Journal Record Building was a beau-
tiful structure -- most memorable for its
marble stairways and hallways. Looking
a the building from the outside, you can
see that the roof has blown off and all

the windows are broken. As you enter

the building, looking down the hallways,
you see crumbled marble walls, shattered
glass, ceiling tiles, and blood stains. The
stairways are the only part of the build-
ing that appear to be intact. The offices
themselves are totally trashed. Shattered
glass covers the floors of the OCJRC of-
fices, the ceiling no longer exists, interior
walls have either collapsed or are lean-
ing, and the offices are in such disarray
that most items are not where they were
before the blast or cannot be found at all.

Employees were allowed to return to the
office to retrieve what could be salvaged.
Although glass and fertilizer were found
in some of the computer disk drives, the
data was all okay. Most of the other office
equipment did not fare as well. Chairs
were a total loss as glass was embedded
in the upholstery. Furniture, office sup-
plies, and paper goods are being removed
from the building to be cleaned for reuse.



CENTRAL REGION
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More than 250 ODOC employees aided in the search and rescue efffort
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at the Murrah building - most of them by providing area and perimeter security.
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T.R.“Huck” Nelson
Mike Taley
David Layton
Eddie Benedict
Jerald Capshaw
Jay Goodwin
James Whiting
Chris Collins
Larry Dunn
Dan Denny
Dale Cantrell
James Martin
Paul Brown
Alelardo Martinez

George Dugan
Ralph Luttrell
Frank Morgan
William Ward
Paul Brown
Ronnie Troxel
Billy Sockey
Otis Burks
Glen Bailey
David Wotham
Claude Jones
Danny Harris
Chris Crouch
Jimmy Minor

WESTERN REGION
Rick Caywood
Ron Judd
Kevin Hodgson
Phil Reuss
Gregg Sheik
Rick Whitten
Ken Girty
Robin Mackie
Ted Durfey
Rex Lasater
Don Frech
Dennis Price
Rodney Hess
Brett Gaff
Steve Ellis
David Kliewer
Robert Woodmore
Todd Wellman
Joe Goodballet
Mike Kitchens
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former Oklahomao Department of CLICK HERE ?

Corrections employee to view video
- entitled, “Bombing
Survivor’s Story.”

“I was talking on the phone with the District Attorney from Lincoln County in Stillwater,
Oklahoma, the morning the bomb went off. My office was in the Journal Record Building ,,”' (

and my window faced the parking spot where Timothy McVeigh left the Ryder truck. I dont | " YYY\\
remember hearing the blast. All I can remember was being on the floor. I had a lot of pain and

I was screaming. I could not see and I heard Mike Connelly calling my name. I kept going in and out of consciousness
but I do remember Mike pulling me through a wall that had blown away. I remember Anetta Bullock and some guy
named Forrest helping me and carrying me in a chair. I don’t know who Forrest was because he did not work in the
building and I have not seen or heard anything from him since. I think of him as my guardian angel. They got me out
of the building and I still could not see because glass was in my eyes. I had cuts on my face, a fractured cheek bone,
a concussion, a severed tendon in my right hand and my thumb was just hanging on. The surgeons did not know
if they were going to be able to save my right eye because of all the damage. But through a miracle they did! I had
two surgeries the first week and over the next five years I had plastic surgeries, dental work and more eye surgeries.
Since April 19, 1995, it has felt like I have been asleep for 10 years. The following years are when I began feeling like
I was getting back to normal. I know I would not have made it without the support of the people at the Oklahoma

CC it relt like | had
been osleep for
I0 yeors. The
following ueors
are when | started
Feeling like | was
qQetfting back to
normal. | kNnow |
would not have
Mmade it without
the support of
the people of
the Oklahoma
Depoartment of

Corrections. ))

Department of Corrections.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANETTA BULLOCK
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http://www.nbcnews.com/video/nightly-news/7548976#7548976

Administrative Assistant
Oklohoma Department of Corrections

“I was working for the YMCA on April 19, 1995. I was organizing a media

binder in my office while talking with my boss when all of a sudden there was

this tremendous boom. The windows blew out behind me and I was getting

hit by glass and things falling from the ceiling. It seemed to have gone on

W forever, but in reality it was only a few seconds. At first I thought that our
R

building had blown up because we housed men who were homeless or who
had been released from corrections. Every now and then, there would be altercations

between residents. The Friday before the bombing one of the residents had been in my
office extremely upset with another resident who had taken his clothes. He made a state-

ment that he would not be responsible for his actions if something wasn’t done about the

T“E Co situation. That is why I thought it was in my building. When we exited the building, police
“U‘m w“m“ cars were coming up the street fast and stopping in front of the YMCA. Another reason I
Y M c A ves thought it was the YMCA that was bombed. I walked to the parking lot and noticed glass

had peppered my shoulders. I was standing outside bleeding when someone yelled, ‘Oh My
God, and pointed to the Murrah Building. That is when I noticed the devastation! It was
like being in a war-torn foreign country.”

.l was getting
hit by gloss
aoNd things
Fallimg From
the ceiling. It
seemed to
Qo on forever,
but in reality
it wos onlyg o
few seconds. ))

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TERESA PATTON
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Construction Maintenance
Administrator, Oklahomao Department of Corrections

“On April 19, 1995, I was a correctional officer at Mabel Bassett Correctional Center and also the Cor-
rectional Emergency Response Team (CERT) commander. I had just worked the midnight shift and had
gone home to get some sleep. 1 felt a shake in my sleep, but dozed back off. The Mabel Bassett Correc-
tional Center warden called and said, ‘Get your team together, they need you downtown!” I had no idea
what was happening! I met my team (dressed in full riot gear) at the facility. We still did not know exactly
what we were about to do. One thing that stuck in my mind when I saw the devastation (not being in the
military, or anything like that) was this must be what a war zone looks like. There was total chaos with
people bleeding, running and screaming. My team was ushered to the bomb site and told to secure the
surroundings. One of the funny things (it wasn’t funny at the time) was a guy from Oklahoma County
told me to follow him. While we walked, he talked about a 2nd bomb. I said, ‘Well, what do you need us
for?” Come to find out, we were dressed identical to the Bomb Squad so they assumed we were with the
bomb team. That is when I spoke up and said, ‘Hold on, we are with the Oklahoma Department of Cor-
rections. We don’t do bombs!” From that point forward we were assigned to set and protect a perimeter.
We kept people from going in and coming out if they did not have proper identification. It is one of those
things that you never forget, like remembering where you were when President Kennedy was assassinated.
It will never be forgotten!”

(( It is one of those
rhings that you
never forget, like

remembering
where you were
when President
Kennedy waos
ASSASSINASted.
It will Nnever be
forgottent Y9

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TERESA PATTON
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Secretary V, Oklahoma City Community

Corrections Center, Oklaohoma Department of Corrections

|

“I was in my office at Oklahoma City Community Corrections Center ( (

located at 1-44 and Broadway Extension. We heard an explosion, ..l will mever forget
went outside, and looked south. There was a plume of white smoke when one officer
and then black smoke. I thought it was a gas explosion, but my co- returned to the
worker said it was a bomb. Correctional officers were called to duty fFacility ofter

to protect the perimeter. I never will forget when one officer returned working perimeter.
to the facility after working perimeter. He told me what he had seen He told me what he
and I held him as he cried. It was so devastating! All you could see had seen ond | held
were grim faces on the first responders. The only smiles came when him as he cried. ) )
my sister-in-laws’ therapy dog, Tessie, was allowed to go to the area

and do tricks.”
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Execurive Assistant, Employee
Development, Oklahoma Department of Corrections

“I was working in the Journal Record Building across the street from the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building.
I was typing on the computer when I felt a weird sensation, like a compression, then a rumble and everything
began caving in on me. I was struck on the head by an air duct cover which forced me to bend over my desk.
It only took a few seconds to realize that something bad had happened. We could see fire and smoke from
our windows because my office faced the federal building. We could see straight through the windows of
the building. There was no glass there! The cars in the parking lot, near the survivor tree, were on fire and
exploding. I had a few cuts but nothing serious. My co-worker Fran Ferrari was seriously injured. She was
bloody and could not see after her office collapsed. A group of us carried Fran to safety in a chair”

Humon Resource Maoanager,
Pauyroll, Oklaohoma Department of Corrections

“I was sleeping when the bomb went off. 1
remember thinking it was a sonic boom from
a plane. I worked the midnight shift at Mabel

Bassett Correctional Center and was a member
of the Department of Corrections’ Correctional

Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T.). 1

remember that we were called shortly after that
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| Office space for the Oklahoma Criminal Justice Resource Center and Truth in Sentencing
Commission, located in the Journal Record Building, sustained heavy damage.

to secure the bomb site perimeter.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANETTA BULLOCK
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Assistaont District Supervisor,
Oklahomoe City Community Corrections Center, Oklahomo
Deportment of Corrections

“The day before the bombing my family and I were at the Alfred P. Murrah Building enrolling my son in day-
care. My mom pushed my son in a stroller on the sidewalk near the spot where Timothy McVeigh parked the
Ryder truck the next day. My son was accepted and scheduled to begin his first day of daycare on April 19,
1995.

The next day we arrived at the daycare center in the Alfred P. Murrah Building. We knocked on the door. There
was no answer! My husband and I left downtown Oklahoma City extremely upset and frustrated. We didn’t
have a daycare facility for that day.

We made it home and heard the explosion. We didn’t realize what happened until the news announced that it
was the building where our son was to attend daycare. When we finally calmed down, we watched the news
coverage and heard that 168 people had died, including 19 children in the daycare. We realized it could have
been 20, if someone had opened the door that morning.”

Recruitment, Retention & Recognition

Coordinatar, Oklahoma Department of Corections

“I was teaching at Putnam City High
School and my classroom had a big garage
door that started shaking when the bomb
went off. I turned on the radio and heard
talk of an explosion downtown. I thought

a natural gas line had exploded. To my
horror, it was the Murrah Federal Building
and nearly half of it was gone.”
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Administrator, Oklahoma Correctional
INdustries, Oklahoma Department of Corrections

“I was driving to get my oil changed in my old truck, about 6 miles away from the bomb site when I
both heard and felt the explosion. I had retired from Southwest Bell Corporation and my old office
had all of its windows blown out. I am happy that the guy who replaced me was not there at the time,
because he would have been seriously injured or worst. When I got to the oil change place, the televi-
sion was on showing the news and I was glued to the set. I thought that I was looking at something
from Beirut, not in the middle of the United States, not in Oklahoma.”

Warden, Dick Conner
Correctional Center, Oklanomo Department

of Corrections

“I was doing my student teaching
practicum in a class of 5th graders at
Timberlake Elementary school in Jet,
Oklahoma, when the bomb went off.
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INformation Sustems Operation

Systems Specialist I, Information Services
Division, Office of Management ond

“I was working for Fleming Companies located near N.W. 63rd and £
Shartel Street in Oklahoma City. On April 19, 1995, I had an appointment
at the Social Security office in the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building at
9:00 a.m. I arrived at work and decided to mail my information into the

Social Security office instead. While I was addressing the envelope, the bomb
blew up. The glass front doors of our office blew open and we learned from the
news that the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building had been bombed. A hush
fell over the office! I was in shock! That could have been me in the lobby of that
building at 9:02 a.m., when it exploded! It was nothing but God and a miracle
that I am here today!”
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HumMon Resources Maoanagement
Specialist IV, Pauroll, Oklahomoe Department of Corrections

“It was a frightful day! It felt like something fell on the top of the building! I was working for the Hartford
Insurance Group (off N.-W. 58th and Portland) when the bomb went off. The whole building shook and dust
fell out of the ceiling. Seems like I was in charge of everything. I was the Customer Service Manager, Human
Resources Authority and facility person. I went outside to see what hit the building. As I backed up in the parking
lot to see the top of the building, I noticed the plume of smoke downtown. We thought it was a gas explosion at
first, but we turned on the television and realized it was a bomb. Not much work got done after that because

people were worrying about family members who worked downtown.”
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