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ALEXANDRIA, VA — On Friday, January 16, Attorney General Eric 
Holder announced changes to civil asset forfeiture policies under 
the Department of Justice that would eliminate the ability of state 
and local law enforcement to seize assets and turn them over to 
federal authorities for forfeiture. These changes to “state 
adoptions” come as no surprise as we understand the 
Administration has been considering changes to the current policy 
for the past several months. As the largest and oldest national 
organization representing elected and appointed prosecutors across 
the country, the National District Attorneys Association (NDAA) 
strongly rejects the failure of the Department of Justice to consult 
an organization made up of individuals who will be directly 
impacted by this decision. 
 
Civil asset forfeiture laws have changed substantially over the 
years. Civil asset forfeiture began with a federal forfeiture program 
and now includes forfeiture laws in most states. NDAA 
acknowledges there is potential for duplication with programs at 
both the state and federal level. Our concern is that DOJ has not 
adequately studied the impact to state and local governments of 
this new policy direction, has based their decision on the 
assumption that wide abuse exists across the system, and left out a 
key constituency in the process. Under the language in many state 
laws, local prosecutors serving to protect local citizens and victims 
have no choice but to access assets forfeited under federal law as a 
means to support programming for victims and valuable training to 
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ensure that justice is adequately served. 
 
Attorney General Holder also indicated that state adoptions would 
be prohibited, “except for property that directly relates to public 
safety concerns, including firearms, ammunition, explosives and 
property associated with child pornography.” While we applaud the 
continued inclusion of these types of property and the continuation 
of forfeiture by joint state and federal task forces, we remain 
concerned that the decision is yet another step in the continued 
erosion of drug enforcement by the federal government. 
 
We strongly support due process under the law and fully denounce 
any seizures of property and other assets of falsely accused 
individuals and those not formally charged with crimes. We ask the 
Department to fully understand the impacts of this decision on 
public safety before implementing this policy. Simply choosing to 
enforce some laws and not others, while also stripping state and 
local law enforcement and prosecutors of valuable tools to bring 
individuals involved in criminal enterprises to justice is 
disheartening. 
 
We remain hopeful that the Administration and DOJ will improve 
its communication with organizations such as ours as a means to 
develop sound, practical and effective policy. We stand ready to 
engage with the Department on this issue and many others, but 
regret we were not consulted prior to this announcement.   
 
The National District Attorneys Association (NDAA) is the largest 
and oldest organization representing elected and appointed 
prosecutors across the country. For more information about the 
organization, visit www.ndaa.org. 
  
  

 
For membership and program information, please visit NDAA's Website 

at: http://www.ndaa.org NDAA is located in Alexandria, Virginia, 703.549.9222. 
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