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40+ Reasons a Woman Doesn’t
Leave Her Abusive Partner

She’s tried to leave before
Her partner found her before
The children
The money
The fear
Relatives blame her
Therapists blame her
Police blame her
Clergy blame her
Her batterer blames her
She blames herself
No one believes she is being abused
She doesn’t think she is being abused
Her partner was abused as a child
Her partner says, “I Love You.”
Her partner says, “I'm Sorry.”
Her partner says, “I'm the best thing that’s ever
happened to you.”
Her partner says, “I'll Rill you if you leave.”
Her partner says, “I'll take the children.”
Her partner says, “I'll Rill myself if
you leave.”
She’ll be homeless
The Shelters are full
Source: Domestic Violence: Ideas and Information
American Prosecutors Research Institute
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Religious beliefs

She loves her partner, not the abuse

Her partner loves her

The children love them both

Her father abused her

Her mother abused her

Her partner is an alcoholic

She can’t speak English

Embarrassment

Her partner is a public figure

She’s a public figure

She’s afraid of the unknown

She’s isolated

She’s depressed

It’s not the right time yet

She’s never told anyone

Her partner threatens to expose her as a
lesbian

She doesn’t have papers to be in this country
She believes the welfare system will abuse
her worse

She feels she had to “go along” with it, try to
put it behind her and forget about it.

Leaving doesn’t guarantee safety

Oklafioma Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
The State Office

www.ocadvsa.or

3815 N. Santa Fe Avenue, Suite 124, ORlafioma City, OK 73118
(405)524-0700 ~~ FAX: (405)524-0711 ~~ e-mail: info@ocadvsa.ory
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