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2009 REQUEST FOR FUNDING PROPOSAL

Date of Notice:  November 10, 2008
VOCA CRIME VICTIM ASSISTANCE GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT
The District Attorneys Council is anticipating the renewal of a federal grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Office for Victims of Crime, to aid in the funding of Oklahoma’s eligible crime victim service programs during 2009-2010.  Congress has not yet approved the appropriations bill for the Justice Department, therefore we do not know the exact amount of grant funds Oklahoma will be receiving.  Last year’s award was $3,822,000. 


Applications for this grant money can be retrieved in three ways:

1)  Download the application from the District Attorneys Council website, located at www.ok.gov/dac.  Click on Victim Services Division in the left column. Click on Victim Assistance Grant (VOCA).  Download the VOCA Grant Application.  Make sure the application is the 2009 version.

2)  Receive the application kit via e-mail.  Please e-mail Stephanie Lowery at Stephanie.Lowery@dac.state.ok.us if you would like to have the kit e-mailed to you.  The kit will be formatted for Word 2003.
3)  Receive a hard copy or a diskette of the application through the mail.  Please either e-mail Stephanie Lowery at the above address or call (405) 264-5006 or (800) 745-6098 to request a copy.  The diskette will be formatted for Word 2003. 
Completed applications must be received by the District Attorneys Council (DAC), administering agency of the grant funds, on or before 5:00 p.m., Friday, March 6, 2009.  Applications received past the deadline will not be considered.   Faxes or e-mails will NOT be accepted.  

The Crime Victim Assistance Grant Program is a result of the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) signed by President Reagan on October 12, 1984.  Thus far, DAC has made awards totaling $57,164,388.94 to various victim service projects over the past 22 years.

A nine-member Board makes the funding decisions.   Pursuant to the Act, priority will be given to programs serving victims of sexual assault, domestic abuse, child abuse and underserved victims.  A minimum of 40% of the total grant will be awarded at 10% to each of these categories.  To be included in a priority category, a principal mission of a program must be to serve that particular category of victim.  However, the Act gives States the opportunity to meet the needs of all victims while encouraging priority categories.  Underserved populations of victims of violent crime may include but is not limited to: elder abuse, drunk driving, families of homicide victims, adult survivors of incest or child sexual assault, drug/gang violence, robbery or physical assault, or economic exploitation and fraud.  Groups of victims that the applicant believes are being neglected or not being served adequately will also be given priority consideration.  Coordination of efforts among victim service providers will be promoted for the benefit of all crime victims in Oklahoma.


Eligible applicants must:

a)  be operated by a public agency, private non-profit organization, or Native American tribe;

b)  have a record of providing effective services to victims of crime with financial support from other sources (applies to existing programs only);
c)  have 25% cash financial support from non-federal sources (new programs only);

d)  have a 25% match (5.263% match required for Native American tribes) cash or in-kind (both new and existing programs); 
e)  utilize volunteers;
f)  promote coordinated public and private efforts to aid crime victims and  
                to ensure continuity of support within the community served;

g)  assist victims in seeking crime victim compensation benefits;

h)  use grant funds for activities that directly benefit individual crime victims;
i)  not discriminate against victims because they disagree with the way the State is prosecuting the criminal case.
For further information, contact Stephanie Lowery, VOCA Program Specialist, at (405) 264-5006 or (800) 745-6098.  You may also e-mail any questions or concerns to Stephanie.Lowery@dac.state.ok.us.
Remember, the application deadline is:

5:00 p.m., FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2009












