CHAPTER 15.  SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINATION FUND 

185:15-1-1.  Purpose
   The purpose of the Sexual Assault Examination Fund is to provide the victim of sexual assault with a forensic medical examination by a qualified licensed healthcare professional and to provide to the victim medications as directed by said healthcare professional.  The effective date of the Act authorizing the Sexual Assault Examination Fund was July 1,1981.

185:15-1-2.  Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this Chapter, shall have the following meaning, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.


"Fund" means the Sexual Assault Examination Fund as established in Title 21 of the Oklahoma Statutes, Sections 142.19 and 142.20.

   "Qualified Registered Nurse"  means a physician, registered nurse, or other licensed health care professional qualified by training and experience to perform sexual assault examinations.


"Sexual assault" means:

       (A) rape or rape by instrumentation, as defined in the Oklahoma Statutes; or

       (B) forcible sodomy, as defined in the Oklahoma Statutes.


" Forensic medical examination" means procedures performed by a physician or a Qualified Registered Nurse to collect from the body of the victim, evidence of a sexual assault.  

185:15-1-3.  Application by victim
(a)  In order to be eligible for payment by the fund for expenses of a forensic medical examination, the victim of the crime must sign, prior to the examination, the portion of the Official Sexual Assault Examination provided by the Oklahoma Crime Victims Compensation Board.  If the victim is under the age of 18, or under the supervision of a legal guardian, the parent or guardian of the victim must sign the application form.

 (b)The victim's application must be accompanied by a copy of an itemized statement from the medical facility where the examination was conducted and/or from the Physician or Qualified Registered Nurse, if applicable.

 (c) Should medications be prescribed by the medical authority conducting the forensic medical examination, a receipt will be required prior to reimbursement of said medication.  Medication fees may be included in the hospital bill, providing the medication was dispensed at the hospital.

185:15-1-4.  Duties of the physician or qualified registered nurse
(a)  The physician or qualified registered nurse who conducts the forensic medical examination of the victim must complete and sign the portion of the Official Application for Sexual Assault Examination Payment designated "Examining Physician or SANE Nurse Verification."

The physician or qualified registered nurse is responsible for collecting the evidence in a professional manner and preserving the evidence for shipment to a law enforcement forensic laboratory in the manner designated by the law enforcement officer in charge of investigating the sexual assault of the victim.

185:15-1-5.  Duties of the District Attorney  (REVOKED)

185:15-1-6.  Insurance
(a)  The payment of a forensic medical examination will be made, regardless of whether the victim is medically insured. (b)  In order to provide anonymity to the sexual assault victim and maintain confidentiality, any victim who has obtained a forensic medical examination, will not be required to provide information to the Board relative to employment or insurance; and, shall not be required to file a claim with any private insurance company for the payment of a forensic medical examination.

(c)  If the victim or claimant chooses to file an insurance claim for the forensic medical examination, reimbursement should be made to the Sexual Assault Examination Fund upon payment from the insurance company.

(d)  For forensic medical exams performed on adults and children, Medicaid or any other federally funded program is considered a collateral source and payment will not be made unless the denial of benefits is provided.  

185:15-1-7.  Limitation of payment by the fund
(a)  In all cases, the maximum payment by the fund for any one forensic medical examination shall not exceed the statutory maximum.

(b)  Payments from the Fund shall be made directly to the medical facility where the examination was performed and or to the qualified licensed healthcare professional.

(c)  Under no circumstances shall the Fund make any payment for the expenses of medical treatment of the victim, or for any other expense other than the expense of the forensic medical examination, unless authorized by statute.

(d)  In the event there is a fee from the physician or a qualified registered nurse, as well as a bill from the hospital, the statutory maximum shall be prorated between both service providers if both bills are submitted at the same time.

