
 
 
 

Oklahoma State Board of Cosmetology and Barbering 
                                     BARBER STYLIST EXAM 

 
 
 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL ANALYSIS   
 
 
The candidate’s uniform and shoes are in clean and  
 sanitary condition        YES           NO       (1) 
 
The candidate is punctual (on time) for examinations                                    YES              NO       (1) 
 
Candidate displays a good attitude and is cooperative     
with examiners                                                                                                YES              NO       (2) 
 
 
 
 
STATION REVIEW: (4 minutes)  
 
Candidate has all the necessary supplies YES              NO      (1) 
(if no, circle missing items) 
 
1. Surface wipes or surface sanitizer      3. Hand sanitizer 
2. Surface towel                                      4. Water bottle with water 
                                                                5. Large trash bag 
 
          (Rubber matt for clippers will be provided) 
 
Counter top properly sanitized and towel, hand                               
sanitizer and water bottle set out?  Large trash bag is placed over the  
back of the styling chair?                                                                             YES                NO       (1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    STUDENT# ______ 
 



HAIR SHAPING/CUTTING (MEN’S TAPER CUT/LAYERED TOP)  (30 minutes)  
 
Pre Cut Check - Examiner will determine if the men’s taper cut was cut in the taper prior to exam. 
 
Taper Cut - Candidate is to demonstrate proper use and handling of clippers and comb on the back section 
(nape to occipital bone) of the hair/head and sides cutting at least ¼ inch of hair, demonstrating a definite 
degree of elevation in the haircut using the clipper. (No guards or switching out of metal clipper blades) 
 
Blending- Candidate is to demonstrate proper use and handling of scissors/shears on the remainder of the 
hair/head. Hair cut can be blended with the shears or clippers. (Cut at least ¼ inch) 
 
Hair cut check/thinning shears (candidate will check hair cut) - Examiner will ask each candidate to 
demonstrate hair cut check procedures. Examiner will ask each candidate to demonstrate proper use of 
thinning shears. 
                       (Circle one for each question) 
Candidate has all necessary supplies         
(If no, circle missing items)                                                                             YES               NO    (2) 
 
1.  Towel/Neck Strip            4. Clippers (no guards)   
2.  Cape            5.  Shears/Scissors 
3.  One (1) Utility/Clipper Comb    6.  Thinning Shears 
                                                            
TAPER BACK- Uses clippers to establish graduated haircut with                  
no blocked line (taper/fade) from nape to occipital bone                               YES  NO      (3) 
 
SIDES- Cuts sides, in front of ear, uniform in length with clippers  YES  NO      (3) 
   
EAR-Establishes outline around ears/sides/neck that  
Follows the natural hairline YES  NO      (3) 
 
Coordination of clippers/comb and fingers is satisfactorily  
demonstrated, cutting at least ¼  inch of hair (throughout haircut)               YES  NO      (3) 
                                                                                                                
Demonstrates use of shears on top and crown sections of the head             YES  NO (3)  
 
Use of shears/scissors and comb demonstrating                                              
satisfactory technique in handling/coordination of tools                               YES  NO      (3) 
 
Blends haircut evenly with clippers or shears/scissors without leaving  
weight line                     YES  NO      (3) 
   
Haircut check properly demonstrated                                                 YES           NO      (3) 
 
Proper use of thinning shears          YES            NO (2) 
    
All sanitation and safety procedures are followed    YES  NO (2)  
(if no, circle procedure considered unsanitary/unsafe) 

1. Implements clean and sanitized  
2. No clipper guard is in place and scissors correctly palmed 
3. Sweeps hair from floor / empties into trash container 
4. Drape maintained throughout service (neck strip or towel/cape) 
5. Haircut was not precut prior to exam 
6. Other _____________________________________________         STUDENT # _______ 

  
 



 
PERMANENT WAVE        (15 MINUTES) 
(Mock procedure –without application of wave solution) 
 
Candidate is to do a chemical two (2) towel drape (for all chemical procedures). Candidate is to sufficiently 
wet hair with water, section into six (6) sections. Wrap/roll ½ on ½ off base, a total of 6 perm rods in the 
crown section of the head (2 white, 2 grey, and 2 pink full length rods). 
 
                                                                                (circle one for each question) 
 
Candidate has all necessary supplies                           YES  NO    (2)       
 (If no, circle missing items) 
 
1.  Manikin (4-6” hair length)       5. Clippies/Clamps              
 2. Two (2) towels for chemical drape    6.  End papers 
 3. Cape                                                   7.  2 white, 2 grey 2 pink full length perm rods  
 4.  Utility/Tail Comb                                        
                   
    
Manikin/Model is appropriately draped for ALL chemical services            YES            NO     (2)          
   
Hair is sectioned off properly into six (6) sections to accommodate the                  
length of the rods 
                                                                                     YES                 NO     (2) 
Subsections, blockings conform to size of rods and are straight,  
clean and clearly defined                  YES                 NO     (2)
  
At least six full length perm rods, 2 white, 2 grey, and 2 pink, are wrapped 
with ½ on ½ off base, within confines of rod section                                               YES  NO     (2) 
 
Use of endpapers properly demonstrated (bookend/double flat)  
extending past the ends of the hair  YES  NO     (2) 
   
 Hair is wrapped evenly and smoothly around rod with no fish hooks  YES  NO     (2) 
   
Fasteners are across top of rod, and are straight and untwisted (no picks)    YES  NO     (2) 
  
Hair is evenly distributed and within the confines of rods 
without tension/stretching                   YES  NO     (2)
              
All sanitation and safety procedures are followed                                                     YES  NO     (2) 
(If no, circle procedure considered unsanitary/unsafe) 
 

1. Implements clean/sanitary 
2. Excessive dripping of water 
3. Clips not placed on clothing/in pockets 

      4.   Other__________________________ 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                         STUDENT #______________ 
 
 
 



 
  
CHEMICAL SERVICES 
 
Candidate Is To Section the Head/Hair Into Four (4) Equal Sections.              (5 minutes) 
 

                                                                                 (circle one for each question) 
 

Head/hair is sectioned into 4 equal sections           YES  NO      (2)
  
Candidate has all necessary supplies                                                          YES  NO      (2) 
(If no, circle missing items) 

   
1. Tail/Utility Comb (s) 
2. Disposable protective gloves  
3. Chemical Brush and Bowl (two (2) of each)     
4. Applicator Bottle (optional) 
5. Colored Setting Gel for Virgin Bleach, Tint to Darker 

      6. Cholesterol Cream for Relaxer, Bleach Re-Touch 
 
SECTION - upper left “A”  - Chemical Relaxer Retouch with Smoot Down - Mock Procedure 
(Brush Application Method) Using Cholesterol Cream as Relaxant Product               (not timed)                                                                                                             
    
 
Subsections are in ¼ inch straight, clean and clearly defined partings        YES           NO      (2)
  
Relaxant product (cholesterol) applied to one inch of new growth only                         YES  NO      (2) 
 
Proper demonstrations of smooth down             YES NO (2) 
 
Hair strand is held gently in a controllable manner without stretching, crushing or  
other excessive pressure              YES NO (2) 
 
All sanitation and safety procedures are followed                                                   YES NO      (2) 
(circle procedure considered unsanitary/unsafe) 
 1.  Implements clean/sanitary 
 2.  Excessive dripping of product 
 3. Other ________________________________                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   STUDENT#__________ 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
SECTION - upper right “B” – BLEACH LIGHTENER - Virgin Hair Application Procedure - Mock Procedure 
(Brush Application Method) using Setting Gel as Lightener Product                                                      (not timed)    
 
                                                                                        
                                                                                                                          (circle one for each question) 
 
Candidate has all necessary supplies (upper right section (“B”)                          YES       NO     (2) 
(if no, circle missing items) 
 

1. Clips/Clamps     
2. Tail/Utility Comb(s) 
3. Chemical  Brush and Bowl 

      4.   Setting Gel 
 
Subsections are in 1/8 inch straight, clean and clearly defined partings  YES      NO     (2) 
 
Lightener product (setting gel) is applied beginning ½ inch from scalp up too  
1 inch from porous ends         YES      NO     (2) 
 
Hair strand is held gently in a controllable manner without stretching, packing  
or other excessive pressure        YES      NO     (2) 
 
All sanitation and safety procedures are followed     YES      NO     (2) 
(circle procedure considered unsanitary/unsafe) 
 
1.  Implements clean/sanitary 
2.  Excessive dripping of product 
3 Other ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           STUDENT #___________ 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SECTION lower left “C”  - TINT TO DARK - Virgin Hair Application Procedure - Mock Procedure 
(Brush Application Method) Using Setting Gel as Tint Product                                         (not timed)                                                                                          
   
                                                                                                                         (circle one for each question) 
 
Candidate has all necessary supplies (lower left section (“C”)        YES    NO   (2) 
(if no, circle missing item(s)) 
 

1. Clips/clamps     
2. Tail/utility comb(s) 
3. Chemical  Brush and Bowl/Applicator Bottle (optional) 
4. Setting Gel 

 
 
Subsections are in ¼ inch straight, clean and clearly defined partings        YES    NO (2) 
 
Tint product (setting gel) is applied from scalp  
extending through ends of the hair shaft                                                                    YES    NO (2) 
 
Hair strand is held gently in a controllable manner without stretching, packing 
or other excessive pressure              YES    NO (2) 
 
 
All sanitation and safety procedures are followed           YES    NO (2) 
(circle procedure considered unsanitary/unsafe) 
 
1.  Implements clean/sanitary 
2.  Excessive dripping of product 
3.  Other ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
STUDENT # _________ 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SECTION - lower right “D” - BLEACH LIGHTNER - Re-Touch Procedure - Mock procedure _ 
(Brush Application Method) Using Cholesterol Cream as Lightener Product                  (Not timed)  
 
 
                                                                                                                        (Circle one for each question) 
 
Candidate has all necessary supplies (lower right section (“D”)                      
YES NO     (2) 
  
(If no, circle missing item(s)) 
 

1. Clippers/Clamps     
2. Tail/Utility Comb(s) 
3. Chemical Brush and Bowl 

      4.   Cholesterol Cream 
 
Subsections are in 1/8 inch straight, clean and clearly defined partings        YES NO (2) 
 
Bleach/Lightener is applied to new growth area only          YES NO (2) 
 
Hair strand is held gently in a controllable manner without stretching  
or other excessive pressure                                                                                            YES NO (2) 
 
 
All sanitation and safety procedures are followed           YES NO (2) 
(circle procedure considered unsanitary/unsafe) 
 
1.  Implements clean/sanitary 
2.  Excessive dripping of product  
3.  Other ________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STUDENT # _________ 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
--PLACE LABEL HERE— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATEGORIES                                POINTS EARNED POINTS   POSSIBLE 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ANALYSIS                            04                       
 
STATIONREVIEW_( 4 minutes)__________________________________________________  ____02 
 
MEN’S TAPER HAIR CUT (30 minutes)                                                                                                 30 
 
PERMANENT WAVE (15 minutes)                 20  
 
 
CHEMICAL SERVICES (not timed) 
 
  
 SECTION “A”                            14 
 
 SECTION “B”                            10 
 
 SECTION “C”                            10 
 
 SECTION “D”                            10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                TOTAL ______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 STUDENT#_________ 
 
 
 



 
SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR THE BARBER EXAMINATION 
 
Candidates will need two manikins or one manikin and one model.  
 
One (1) manikin/model appropriate for men’s taper cut with layered top 
One (1) manikin with 4-6” length hair for permanent wave and the four (4) chemical services 
 
STATION REVIEW: 
 
Surface wipes or surface sanitizer 
Surface towel 
Hand sanitizer 
Spray bottle with water 
Large trash bag 
 
HAIR SHAPING/CUTTING (MEN’S TAPER CUT/LAYERED TOP) 
 
Towel/neck strip 
Cape 
Utility/clipper comb 
Clippers (no guards) 
Shears /Scissors 
Thinning shears 
 
 
CHEMICAL DRAPE/PERMANENT WAVE 
 
Manikin with 4-6” length hair 
2 Towels (for chemical drape) 
Chemical cape 
End Papers  
Perm Rods (2 white (large), 2 grey (medium), 2 pink (small)) 
Utility/Tail Comp 
Clippies/Clamps 
 
CHEMICAL SERVICES 
 
Chemical Relaxer Retouch with Smooth Down 
Bleach Lightener-virgin hair application procedure 
Tint to Dark-virgin hair application procedure 
Bleach Lightener-re-touch procedure 
 
Disposable Protective Gloves 
 Tail/utility comb(s) 
Clips/Clamps 
Spatula 
Chemical Brush and Bowl (two (2) of each) One bowl/brush for cholesterol cream and on bowl/brush for gel 
Cholesterol cream (relaxer/bleach re-touch) 
Colored setting gel (virgin bleach, tint to darker) 
Applicator Bottle (optional) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Each candidate will need two manikins. One manikin with at least 4-6” in length for perm and chemical 
applications and one manikin for the men’s taper cut (hair should be longer on top for the layer portion of the 
cut) A MODEL MAY BE USED FOR THE MEN’S TAPER CUT 
 
Candidates can pack for each category and place supplies in clear plastic baggie with a category label on the 
outside of the baggie.  
 
Water bottle, hand sanitizer and one towel may be left out at all times and re-used as needed. 
 
Cholesterol, gel, chemical brush and bowls can be used for all chemical applications. Candidate does not have 
to switch out these items for each chemical. Candidates do not have to re-drape or re-glove. 
Chemical drape with be for all chemicals. 
 


