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District board members and employees: (left to right) Dale Milacek, Everett Cutter, Jason Skaggs (district manager), Richard Wuerflein, Kim Farber, Sheri Nickel, (district secretary) and Joe Peeper.




































































Garfield County 


Conservation District





1216 W. Willow Rd. Suite D


Enid, OK 73703-2532


(580) 237-7880








The Garfield County Conservation District is a local subdivision of state government. The district was formed in 1939 to ensure local people are involved in conservation activities.


The main goal of the district is to provide services to land users in protecting and conserving natural resources and to provide a link to state and federal conservation agencies and programs.


A board of five conservation district directors (three elected and two appointed) governs the conservation district.





The district has cooperator agreements with 1,070 producers in the county.


The board of directors submits this annual report to inform the public of this past year’s conservation accomplishments. 


We invite all citizens to become familiar with the activities of the Garfield County Conservation District and to visit our office and get acquainted with our staff. 


We also invite people to attend our monthly board meeting held on the first Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. January-March and November-December, and 9:00 a.m. April-October.


 Mission Statement: To provide and administer programs to help people conserve, improve, and sustain our natural resources and environment. It is also our mission to carry out our Civil Rights Responsibilities.














September 2005





The Garfield County Conservation District board conducted a legislative tour in November 2004. (left to right) Jason Skaggs, District Manager, Senator Patrick Anderson, Richard Wuerflein, Dale Milacek, Representative Curt Roggow, and Everett Cutter.








EWP Project. Removal of debris from a channel above an upstream flood control dam.  Debris resulted from the 2002 ice storm damage to trees adjacent to the channels.
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The Conservation District shares office space with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, a federal agency in the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The NRCS provides technical assistance to the conservation district and district cooperators, and administers several USDA technical and cost share programs. 





Our office is open Monday- Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Pond construction has been one of the conservation practices included in the Conservation Cost Share Program.
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Replacing the deteriorated metal principal spillway inlet tower on a flood control dam with a polyethylene tower.








Jason Skaggs, District Manager, presenting a program on conservation at St. Joseph’s Catholic school in Enid.





Services and programs provided by the conservation district and NRCS are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, gender, martial status or physical disability.




















Providing Equipment and Services to Producers in the District


The Garfield County Conservation District rents conservation equipment such as a grass drill and a Brillion packing drill and does custom Bermuda sprigging for area landowners. The district also sells common Bermuda grass sprigs. During the 2003 season 475 acres were sprigged; in 2004 400 acres were sprigged; but due to dry weather conditions only 105 acres were sprigged in the 2005 season. 





Oklahoma Conservation Cost Share Program


The conservation district administers the Oklahoma Conservation Cost Share Program for Garfield County. This past year the district received $12,500 for the program, which to date has funded four contracts for $2,773.


The Oklahoma Legislature established the program in 1998. It is an annual program requiring funding from the legislature. Since the beginning of the program 95 contracts have been developed in the county providing $59,147 in cost share funds for conservation practices such as grass planting, ponds, terraces, waterways, brush and pest management. Landowners provided $96,062 for their share of the cost of the conservation practices that totaled $155,210.


The conservation district board obtains input from citizens to determine which conservation practices will be included in the program each year.





Watershed Program


There are two watershed projects in Garfield County, Upper Black Bear Creek Watershed and Upper Red Rock Creek Watershed. The Garfield County Conservation District is a sponsor for these projects and shares operation and maintenance responsibilities with the Red Rock Conservancy District and the Upper Black Bear Conservancy District for the 47 watershed dams in the county. 


The conservation district works with the conservancy districts in making annual inspections of these flood control dams and providing maintenance work on the dams including, clearing trees from the dam and earthen spillway, beaver control, repairing erosion problems, maintaining good stands of grass on the dams and earthen spillways, and keeping the inlet tower of the principal spillway cleared of debris. Old metal principal spillway pipes were replaced with high-density polyethylene towers on two Upper Red Rock Creek Watershed dams and one Upper Black Bear Creek Watershed dam.


The primary goal of the district’s watershed program is making sure the dams function as they were designed and remain safe.

















Wetland developed by Tom Evans under Wetlands Reserve Program near Drummond.





This Upper Black Bear Creek Watershed upstream flood control dam, located east of Enid, is one of 47 dams in the county.





The district provides custom sprigging and sells sprigs as a service to its cooperators.
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Over two hundred women attended the Women in Agriculture Conference in Enid.
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Women in Agriculture Conference


The Conservation District co-sponsored a “Women In Agriculture Conference” in April 2005. Two hundred women attended the conference held for women agricultural producers in Garfield, Alfalfa, and Major Counties. The program was designed to help inform women of resources such as conservation districts and USDA agencies and of available conservation programs.





Breakout sessions also included information on estate planning, insurance, and alternative agriculture crops.





The conference was part of an outreach program to reach nontraditional customers with information about the conservation district, NRCS, and conservation programs.








USDA Conservation Programs


The conservation district works closely with the NRCS in carrying out conservation work in the county. The NRCS staff provides technical assistance to the conservation district and to county land users. The NRCS also administers several federal cost share programs.





Listed below are accomplishments through federal conservation programs in 2004.





Thirty-five Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) contracts were developed for a total of $188,294 in cost-share assistance.





One Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) was developed on 160 acres and three more applications were approved for 720 acres.





Nineteen Conservation Security Program (CSP) contracts were developed on 13,498 acres that provided  $113,185 to participants.





Sixteen new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts were developed on 967 acres and revisions were made on 23 existing contracts.





Information and Education


The district carried out a variety of conservation education activities during the year including sponsoring a county-wide poster contest, sponsored a speech contest for FFA chapters in September 2004, and provided programs and educational materials to over 200 students at St. Jospeh’s Catholic School, Adams and Eisenhower schools during the fiscal year. 


Other activities included:


Hosted a legislative tour with Senator Patrick Anderson and State Representative Curt Roggow on November 10, 2004.The tour included a wetland reserve project, Turkey Creek Watershed, and potential Emergency Watershed Project areas. Following the tour a board meeting was conduct attended by State Representative Mike Jackson. The district works to keep legislators informed of conservation activities and needs in the county.


Set up a booth at the KNID Farm Show in Enid, January 7-8, 2005. Over 50,000 people attended the Farm Show and over 200 people stopped by the booth for information.


Provided news releases to county papers to help keep landowners informed of available conservation programs and assistance.
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Farm Show Booth provided information on district services. Jason Skaggs, district manager and Richard Wuerflein, district board member shown working the booth.








Walter and Sandra Harrington, and their granddaughter Lindsey, and Dale Hancock, NRCS, standing in front of a newly constructed pond near Lahoma.
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Emergency Watershed Program


The conservation district in cooperation with county commissioners obtained financial assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Emergency Watershed Program (EWP) to clean up debris in and adjacent to channels above flood control dams.


The debris was caused by the damage to trees during the 2002 ice storm. Removal of the debris will prevent it from washing downstream and into the flood control that could plug the principal spillway inlets. 


Project work started on May 23, 2005 and is expected to be completed by November 1, 2005. The Oklahoma Conservation Commission, through an agreement with the NRCS is administering the $326,685 project. The conservation district is providing overall supervision and inspectors for the work and county commissioners are providing a disposal location where the debris is transported to and then burned. The EWP project involves 17 of the 47 flood control dams in the county. A similar project was also completed in the county in 2004 where debris was removed around and upstream from 59 bridges at a cost of $798,000
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