OACD State Meeting Media Kit
INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR MEDIA KIT

Please Note: All districts will receive this information by email. Photos taken at the OACD State Meeting are available for download from the Conservation Commission web site at http://conservation.ok.gov.

This packet was prepared to help promote your district’s participation at the OACD Annual State Meeting in a timely fashion through the news media.  The fill-in-the-blank news releases enclosed may be copied or retyped on district letterhead. 

After-Meeting News Release
Every conservation district in attendance should be able to make use of the enclosed news release designed to be given to local newspapers following the meeting.  

Youth Award Winners

Fill-in-the-blank news releases and photo(s) of winners in the state youth award competition are enclosed for districts who garnered finalists. The photo and article are suitable for publication in local newspapers, but you may wish to retype and add more information. Districts may wish to contact a youth’s parents to get all the information necessary to fill in the blanks, but if this is not possible (due to newspaper deadlines, etc.), the sentences with the blanks that you can’t fill in may be removed.

Service Award News Release

A fill-in-the-blank news release is also enclosed for districts with a director or employee who received a service award at this year’s state meeting. Districts may want to add more information about the recipient. Photos of service award recipients present for the state meeting awards luncheon will be posted on www.conservation.ok.gov soon after the meeting.

OPA/OACD Conservation Communication Awards

News release information is included for all winners in the Communication contest. These news releases are ready for distribution to the media by the winning districts but may be copied or rewritten on district letterhead to include additional paragraphs of information.  Mark Thomas, executive vice president of the Oklahoma Press Association, is presenting the OPA/OACD Communication Awards.
Youth Awards: For caption purposes, the photos of youth awards sponsored by OACD and Western Farmers Electric Cooperative were taken Sunday, Feb. 25, 2007, at the Biltmore Hotel. The man at left in the photo is Scott Williams, representing Western Farmers Electric Cooperative, and the man on the right is Dan Lowrance, president of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts. (OACD)
Service Awards: The photos of Service Awards were taken Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2007, at the Biltmore Hotel. 

For service awards presented to district directors, George Stunkard, Conservation Commission Chairman, is on the left, joined by Dan Lowrance, OACD President, on the right.

For service awards presented to district employees, George Stunkard, Conservation Commission Chairman, is on the left, joined by Mike Thralls, executive director of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, on the right.
***************

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE







February 28, 2007
Contact: _________( district employee name)___________ at _______(district name)__________ Conservation District, ___district phone number)_____

70 Years – And Still Going!
The 2007 Annual State Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 

The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) held its 69th Annual State Meeting at the Biltmore Hotel in Oklahoma City Feb. 25-27. The theme of this year’s meeting, “70 Years – And Still Going!” celebrated the 70th anniversary of the law creating conservation districts in Oklahoma. OACD is an independent organization that promotes natural resource conservation through various activities and functions. The meeting was cosponsored by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.

Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins opened the meeting at the first general session on Monday, Feb. 26. She welcomed the attendees on behalf of Gov. Brad Henry and commended the assembled conservationists for their commitment to the state’s natural resources. She stated that she was proud that the honorary chair of her first campaign for state representative in 1990 was Nolen Fuqua. Fuqua, then a Stephens County Conservation District Director, had been the first president of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts. Askins said her father taught her the importance of tree windbreaks in preventing wind erosion, but Fuqua taught her the role that water conservation and flood control play in soil conservation. She spoke of frequently visiting the local conservation district office through her years in office to stay in touch with natural resource activities and needs.
Bill Wilson of Kinta, Oklahoma, Haskell County Conservation District director, also spoke during the opening session. Wilson recently concluded a two-year term as president of the National Association of Conservation Districts.

At the Monday luncheon, Walter Eskridge, a curator for the Oklahoma Historical Society, gave a living history presentation in the character of a Dust Bowl-era Oklahoma farmer.

Oklahoma Speaker of the House of Representatives Lance Cargill spoke to the group at the Tuesday morning general session. Cargill said :As proud as I am of Oklahoma’s history, I am more excited about our future.” He stated that “green spaces,” areas with well-developed and healthy natural resources, are high among criteria for areas ranked as outstanding places to live. For that reason, Cargill will introduce into this legislative session House Bill 4108 that he has named the Oklahoma Forever Land Trust Act. The goal of the bill is to encourage a future of outstanding rural and natural resource development.
Conservation Awards
Awards for outstanding contributions to conservation of Oklahoma’s natural resources were presented to individuals and organizations during the OACD State Meeting. 

OACD Conservation Hall of Fame (presented at the Monday evening Legislative Banquet)
The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission established the Oklahoma Conservation Hall of Fame in 1985. Each year, one or more friends of conservation and/or conservation district directors are inducted in recognition of a positive influence on Oklahoma’s conservation programs. This year OACD inducted two friends of conservation into the Hall of Fame.

OACD President Dan Lowrance named M. Darrel Dominick and Wayne Sexton to the Oklahoma Conservation Hall of Fame during the organization’s banquet on Feb. 26.

Dominick, named to the Hall of Fame as a “Friend of Conservation,” served for six years as state conservationist in Oklahoma for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. Lowrance cited Dominick for building the strength of Oklahoma’s conservation partnership and setting an example for the rest of the nation in conservation efforts. 
OACD President Lowrance also named Wayne Sexton, a Pittsburg County Conservation District director to the Hall of Fame. Sexton recently completed five terms as Area V director for OACD, the term limit for that office. Lowrance cited Sexton as a leader in educating legislators on critical conservation issues in the state.
OACD President’s Award

The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts has presented its “President’s Award” since 1983 to one or more individuals or an organization that has shown outstanding support of conservation efforts in Oklahoma or the nation.
OACD President Dan Lowrance presented the President’s Award for 2007 to Ron Hays, a broadcaster with the Radio Oklahoma Network and publisher of the Oklahoma Farm Report daily email bulletin. Lowrance commended Hays for his long-term commitment to informing and promoting the state’s agricultural and conservation efforts. He also cited Hays’ coverage of the efforts of Oklahoma conservationists to thwart the reassignment of State Conservationist Darrel Dominick by NRCS last year. Lowrance stated that Hays continues to make an invaluable contribution to agriculture, conservation and rural life in Oklahoma.
OACD Conservation Awards

The OACD Conservation Awards for Outstanding Conservation District, District Director and District Cooperator were announced at OACD Awards Banquet on Feb. 26. The awards will be presented in a ceremony in the Governor’s Blue Room during Conservation Day at the Capitol on March 19.

East Woods County Conservation District will receive the Outstanding Conservation District award, cosponsored by Chesapeake Energy. The district was cited for a variety of active conservation programs.

Paul Brown of Chickasha will receive the Outstanding District Director award cosponsored by the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation. Brown serves on the board of directors of Grady County Conservation District. 

Joe A. Jeter of Copan was announced as Outstanding Cooperator/Landowner. Payne is a cooperator with the Caney Valley Conservation District. The award is cosponsored by the Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma.

100% Attendance by Board
Harper County Conservation District was honored for continuing a record of 100 percent attendance of district directors at board meetings.
Excellence in Communication

Mark Thomas, executive vice president of the Oklahoma Press Association (OPA), joined OACD President Dan Lowrance to present the Excellence in Communications Awards, cosponsored by OACD and OPA. The award for Outstanding Continuing Support by an OPA Member Newspaper went to Kevin Hassler, associate editor of the Enid News and Eagle. Hassler was entered in the contest by the Garfield County Conservation District. 

The Excellence in Innovative Communication went to Harper County Conservation District for developing handouts for legislators that helped achieve a pay raise for district employees. The items were Pay Day candy bars and packets of Equal sweetener labeled with messages calling attention to the fact that district employee salaries were much lower than state employees performing comparable work.
Employee Recognition

Cindy Bierig, secretary for the Major County Conservation District, received the Adeline Laird Award. The award was established in memory of Adeline Laird, finance officer at the Oklahoma Conservation Commission from October 1974 until her death in 1984. The award is presented to recognize district secretaries or programs coordinators who typify Laird’s hard work, dedication, enthusiasm and caring attitude.

Bradley Hamilton, district manager for the Pittsburg County Conservation District, received the Outstanding Conservation District Employee Award from the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees.

Earth Team Awards
Kirk Schreiner of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service presented NRCS Earth Team awards for volunteer service. The following Earth Team Volunteer Awards were presented:

Oklahoma Workgroup of the Year: Wheatland RC&D
Group Project – 2006: Newkirk Field Office/Kay County Conservation District
Volunteer Award: Pam Silas, Purcell Field Office/McClain County Conservation District
(YOUTH AWARDS)

Contact ______________________Conservation District

March 2007
For Immediate Release

Local Student Wins at State Contest

OKLAHOMA CITY - ________________________________ from the _______________________  Conservation District took top honors in the recent Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) State Essay/Speech/Poster Contest.

 ________________________________ won _________ place in the competition for his/her essay/speech/poster promoting the conservation of Oklahoma’s natural resources. ______________________ competed in a district and an area contest before advancing to the state finals. He/She attends
________________________________ School in ________________________________, Oklahoma. ________________________________ is the son/daughter of ________________________________ and ________________________________ of ________________________________, Oklahoma.

Awards for the top essay/speech/poster were presented during special ceremonies held Feb. 25 at the Biltmore Hotel in Oklahoma City.  The contest is always held the first day of the OACD Annual State Meeting.  The three-day event draws conservation-minded  farmers, ranchers and other individuals from across the state.

(CAPTION FOR PHOTO)

Scott Williams, representing Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (left), and Dan Lowrance, president of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (right), presented a youth contest award to _______(student’s name)______________. 

(SERVICE AWARDS)
For Immediate Release   

March 2007


 Contact _______________________ Conservation District  Phone:

Local Conservation District (Employee or Director) Honored for Service

OKLAHOMA CITY - _______________________  with the _______________________                                 Conservation District has been honored for his/her _______________________ years of service to the local conservation effort. _______________________ received a certificate in recognition of his/her _______________________ years of work as _______________________ (position) during the recent Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) 69th Annual State Meeting held Feb. 25-27 in Oklahoma City.

(PLEASE NOTE: Dan Lowrance presented director service awards; Mike Thralls presented district employee service awards. Please edit the text and caption below to appropriately fit the awards and or photos for your district.)

(OACD President Dan Lowrance or Oklahoma Conservation Commission Executive Director Mike Thralls) presented the certificate to  _______________________ during an awards luncheon at the Biltmore Hotel. (Lowrance or Thralls) called the service award, “A means of expressing our gratitude for the long-term commitment _______________________ has made toward furthering natural resource conservation in Oklahoma.”

(If you wish, add any further details about the award recipient in this space)

(CAPTION FOR PHOTO)

( NOTE: Use the following format, inserting the appropriate names:)

OACD President Dan Lowrance (left) presented the award to  _______________________ on Feb. 27, during OACD’s 69th Annual State Meeting in Oklahoma City.

(or)

Conservation Commission Executive Director Mike Thralls (left) presented the award to  _______________________ on Feb 27, during OACD’s 69th Annual State Meeting in Oklahoma City.

(ATTENDED MEETING)
 For Immediate Release
For further information contact: ____________  Conservation District

March 2007




(_____) ___ -____________

                                                    

Area Residents Attend OACD Meeting

OKLAHOMA CITY -  A crowd of nearly 400 were in attendance during the opening session of the 69th Annual State Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD), at the Biltmore Hotel  in Oklahoma City. The theme of this year’s meeting, “70 Years – And Still Going!,” celebrated the 70th anniversary of the law creating conservation districts in Oklahoma. Topics discussed focused on a wide variety of natural resource conservation issues including legislation, upstream flood control dam rehabilitation and water quality protection issues.

Directors and staff from the ________________________________ Conservation District attended the convention held Feb. 25-27.  During the opening session on Monday participants heard from Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins and Bill Wilson of Kinta, Okla., who is the immediate past president of the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). Oklahoma Speaker of the House of Representatives Lance Cargill addressed the group in the Tuesday morning general session.
Local conservation district directors attending the three day event were: ________________ ______________________, ________________________________, ________________________, ___________________________ and _______________________.

Staff attending were: _______________________, _______________________, _____________ __________, ______________________ and ______________.

The meeting gave conservation district directors and personnel from across the state the opportunity to share their experience and knowledge with colleagues during several breakout sessions and workshops held during the three-day event.  



The meeting concluded with an awards luncheon honoring directors and personnel for service.  Special awards were presented to individuals who practice conservation on their farms and ranches.


OACD is an independent organization which promotes natural resource conservation through various activities and functions as well as cooperation with legislative bodies at the state and national levels.

###
