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Awards Presented for Conservation, Education and Communication
The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) and other sponsors presented awards to outstanding conservationists and conservation educators during Conservation Day at the Capitol on March 25. Awards were also presented to members of the press and conservation districts for outstanding efforts in spreading information about conservation. The various awards were cosponsored by Chesapeake Energy, the Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma and the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation.

In the awards ceremony that took place in the Governor’s Blue Room, presenters included Oklahoma Sec. of Agriculture Terry Peach, Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts President Jess W. “Trey” Lam, Oklahoma Press Association Executive Vice President Mark Thomas, Oklahoma Conservation Commission Chairman Dan Lowrance and Executive Director Mike Thralls. In addition, representatives from Chesapeake Energy, the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation and the Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma will be present to help present awards.

The OACD Conservation Awards are presented according to three categories — Outstanding Conservation District, Outstanding District Director and Outstanding Landowner/Cooperator.

Deer Creek Conservation District received the Outstanding District Award, cosponsored by Chesapeake Energy. Sec. of Agriculture Terry Peach; Sarah Gainer, Chesapeake Energy; and Trey Lam, OACD, presented the award. The Deer Creek Conservation District office is in Weatherford.

Alveta Taylor of Thomas, on the board of directors of the Deer Creek Conservation District, received the Outstanding District Director Award, cosponsored by the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation. Wadell Altom, Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, presented the award.

Dale  Wooderson of Blackwell received the Outstanding Landowner/Cooperator Award, cosponsored by the Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma. Wooderson is a cooperator with and was nominated by the Kay County. Mark Fuhr, Nature Conservancy, presented the award. Rep. Dale DeWitt presented Gallery Wooderson an Oklahoma State Legislature Citation.
In addition, five teachers from across the state, one in each Congressional district, received Outstanding Conservation Educator Awards cosponsored by OACD and Chesapeake Energy. The recipients were Tammie Jones, Okay Public Schools; Caprice Coleman, Moss Public Schools; Sally Schmidt, Alva Public Schools; Jane Dmytryck, Norman Public Schools; and Gloria Vass, Edmond Public Schools. Sec. Of Agriculture Terry Peach, Sarah Gainer, Chesapeake Energy, and Trey Lam, OACD, presented the awards.

Excellence in Communication Awards were presented to two conservation districts and one newspaper publisher for outstanding efforts to support and promote conservation. Deer Creek and Kay County Conservation Districts were honored for Outstanding Public Information Campaigns. C.F. David, publisher of the Boise City News, received an award for Outstanding Continuing Support of Conservation by an Oklahoma Press Association Member Newspaper. Mark Thomas, OPA; Dan Lowrance, OCC; and Trey Lam, OACD; presented the awards.
During the day approximately 30 display booths were presented in the Capitol Fourth Floor Rotunda by a number of the state’s 88 local conservation districts, the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and other partner agencies and organizations. The displays featured diverse conservation activities across the state that address local natural resource needs.

Conservation Districts are local subunits of state government responsible for care of renewable natural resources. Each district is a governed by a board of five volunteer directors, and cooperates with the Natural Resources Conservation Service for technical assistance.

The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts is an independent nonprofit organization that promotes natural resource conservation through various activities as well as communication and cooperation with legislative bodies at the state and national levels.

###
(See next pages for more information on honorees)

OACD Conservation Awards

For outstanding achievement in conservation of Oklahoma’s renewable natural resources.

Outstanding Landowner/Cooperator

Sponsored by the Nature Conservancy of Oklahoma and the 

Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 

Dale Wooderson, nominated by the Kay County Conservation District.

 Dale Wooderson, has been farming in Kay County for 55 years and has been a cooperator with Kay County Conservation District for 43 of those years. Whenever Wooderson has acquired a new piece of property he has made sure that all conservation practices were brought up to date. He has built three ponds and installed 16 grassed waterways 52,000 feet of terraces. In recent years he converted all his cropland to no-till and speaks with conviction about the resultant reduced fuel consumption, conserved soil moisture, increased yields and reduced soil erosion from wind and water. In addition, Wooderson devotes part of his land and crops to wildlife habitat and has seen increases in quail and pheasant populations in particular.

Outstanding Director

Sponsored by the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation and the 

Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts
Alveta Taylor, Deer Creek Conservation District

Although Alveta Taylor has only been on the Deer Creek Conservation District board of directors for two years, after she stepping in to fill the position of her late husband Robert Taylor, she has been involved on all aspects of conservation her entire life. She was born on a farm near Custer City and worked along side her husband learning the value of conservation for land and water. From judging youth contests, serving on the Great Plains RC&D Council and helping with workshops and outdoor classrooms to meeting with legislators and wearing the Sammy Soil Saver costume, Alveta sets an example as an exemplary district director. She demonstrates outstanding service to the district and community as well as a strong commitment to conservation, and well represents the Deer Creek Conservation District in involvement with groups and organizations.

Outstanding Conservation District 

Sponsored by Chesapeake Energy the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts

Deer Creek Conservation District

The Deer Creek Conservation District pursues an active and varied program to further conservation of our natural resources. The district offers no-till workshops, equipment rental and incentive signups to promote the goals of the state’s 319 Water Quality Program. The district sponsors a Blue Thumb Program to monitor water quality, stencil storm drains and help volunteers identify pollutants and analyze the health of local streams. Deer Creek Conservation District takes pride in educating the conservationists of tomorrow by sponsoring poster, essay and speech contests and reaching hundreds of students each year with its Outdoor Classroom, annual land judging contest and in-school presentations. The district sponsors truckload tree sales to serve as windbreaks and wildlife habitat. Each year the district recognizes an individual who has exhibited an outstanding stewardship ethic. The district is active in the state Cost-Share Program and the Watershed Rehabilitation Program and maintains ongoing communication with local, state and federal elected officials.
Excellence in Communication
For outstanding achievement in communication in support of conservation.

Sponsored by the Oklahoma Press Association and the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts

Outstanding Public Information Campaign
For an outstanding overall communications campaign by a conservation district, effectively and

successfully using one or more media types to achieve a desired outcome. 

Deer Creek Conservation District

For an outstanding public information campaign. The district provided a continual stream of information to area newspapers to promote all of its activities including youth education and contests, farming assistance and workshops, Farm Bill Programs, carbon programs, watershed rehab, and honors received by the district. 

Kay County Conservation District

Kay County waged a successful campaign using a variety of media to promote its Women in Ag conference in February 2008. Then the district began another campaign for support to build an Outdoor Classroom, along with consistently communicating with local news media to keep the public informed about conservation activities. 

Outstanding Continuing Support of Conservation by an 
Oklahoma Press Association Member 
For ongoing coverage that can include features, general news, columns, editorials, display advertisements, photographs or photo features or series or combination of any of the above, that raise awareness and promote the cause of conservation.

C.F. David, Publisher, Boise City News. Nominated by the Cimarron County Conservation District 
for continuing support of conservation communication. The Boise City News consistently publishes information provided by the Cimarron County Conservation District and provides a monthly page for the district to use as a newsletter to the community. 
Outstanding Conservation Educators
For outstanding achievement in Conservation Education
Sponsored by Chesapeake Energy and the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts

Congressional District 1  -  Tammy Jones,  nominated by the Wagoner County Conservation District. Ms. Jones teaches 5th and 6th grade science and reading at Okay Elementary School. Her students spend a considerable amount of time in the school’s outdoor classroom where they study nature up close and personal.  They see, smell, feel and experience all the living and nonliving things in their school’s backyard including a small pond, rock garden, butterfly garden and native grass plots.  Ms. Jones says that learning in the outdoors makes the textbook pages come alive.

Congressional District 2  -  Caprice Coleman, nominated by the Hughes County Conservation District. Ms. Coleman teaches 7th -12th grade science at Moss Public Schools. Her goal is to create conservation literate students. She does this by tying conservation of natural resources into all of the classes she teaches including earth science, biology, chemistry and physical science. Ms. Coleman’s students participate in the OACD poster contest as well as tree planting programs for Earth Day.
Congressional District 3  -  Sally Schmidt, nominated by the East Woods County Conservation District. Title Reading teacher for the Alva Public School System and a teacher for 28 years, Mrs. Schmidt states that her goal is “to increase the students’ understanding of science, social studies, mathematical and literature concepts using plants and animals for a hands-on approach.” She makes learning fun by combining classroom projects with field trips. The many learning events she arranges for her students include participation in East Woods County Conservation District’s annual Conservation Youth Expo, Arbor Day observances to learn about trees and Eagle Day events where her students spend the entire day outside studying wildlife and nature.

Congressional District 4  -  Jane Dmytryk, nominated by the Cleveland County Conservation District. Ms. Dmytryk teaches 2nd grade at Jackson Elementary School in Norman. Using a courtyard outdoor classroom and a larger outdoor classroom on school grounds, Ms. Dmytryk’s students encounter situations where nature provides the stimulus for unique whole-learning experiences that integrate reading, creative writing, science, math and art.  Her students participate in a paper recycling program and the Oklahoma Microscopy Society’s Ugly Bug contest.
Congressional District 5  -  Gloria Vass, nominated by the Oklahoma County Conservation District. Ms. Vass teaches 9th-12th grade Environmental Science at Edmond North High School. She is also the Team Advisor for the Edmond North HS Envirothon Team.  Ms. Vass’ students participate in the Oklahoma Blue Thumb volunteer monitoring program and  are responsible for monitoring a section of Chilsom Creek. Her students are also involved in the Adopt-a-Teacher recycling program at the school where they empty an adopted teacher’s recycling containers on a regular basis. Ms. Vass’ students also get real-world experience balancing environmental issues with social and economic issues as they develop the layout for a city.
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