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The following is a news release for the Area V meeting. Please fill in all blanks with appropriate information for your district. Retype or copy the completed news release onto your conservation district letterhead. Make as many copies as necessary to distribute to your local newspapers. Following the news release are forms for captions to use if your district receives photos.

If any photos were taken of your directors, staff or youth contestants, suggested “fill-in-the-blank” captions are included with this sample release. 
NEWS RELEASE
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE_____November 17, 2009
For More Information, contact ____________________ Conservation District, (____)_______________________

“The ‘Best’ Hard Time”

Local Conservation Representatives Attend Area Meeting of thetc "Local Conservation Representatives Attend Area Meeting of the"
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districtstc "Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts"
Conservation leaders discussed issues relevant to Oklahoma at the Area V Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts held in Idabel on Nov. 19. Little River  Conservation District hosted the meeting, sponsored by the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) and cosponsored by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) in cooperation with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Over 150 people attended.
“The ‘Best’ Hard Time,” the theme for the meeting for southeast Oklahoma’s conservation district directors and employees, reflected the idea that in the midst of the hard times of a declining state budget there have been significant conservation accomplishments in the past year. The state legislature authorized a $25 million conservation bond in the 2009 legislative session to provide conservation districts with funds to repair the conservation infrastructure damaged by recent natural disasters. In addition, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) federal stimulus initiative provided over 16 million dollars of new conservation dollars to the OCC and conservation districts for needed work including the rehabilitation and repair of aging upstream flood control dams. The NRCS reported they had delivered this past year a record number of federal conservation dollars in the state, over 81 million dollars, through federal conservation programs they administer. These positive developments were tempered by the challenges faced by declining state funds to support the day-to-day operations of conservation districts. Conservationists were encouraged to maximize all state and federal funds to continue the indispensable work of conserving Oklahoma’s vital resources. 

The “Spotlight on Conservation Districts” featured outstanding efforts by local conservation districts in the southeast area of the state.  Frank Acker, Little River Conservation District manager, and Jim Grego, Latimer County Conservation District chairman, each discussed how they seek out and combine local resources to expand conservation activities in their respective areas. Kirk Schreiner, NRCS state co-coordinator for the Earth Team volunteer program, discussed how volunteers can help fill needed gaps in conservation activities. 
Ralph Mitchell, Little River Conservation District chairman, introduced Dennis Wilson, a Blue Thumb Program volunteer team leader, who explained the water quality monitoring activities of his team made up of local FFA club members.
Directors and staff of the ___________________________ Conservation District attended the meeting Area IV Meeting. District directors who attended included ______________________. _________________________ Conservation District staff members attending included ___________________________________.  Local NRCS staff members from the  ________________  Field Office attended as well, including _________________________________.
The OACD Area Meetings include contests cosponsored by the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees (OACDE) for youth in categories of speeches, essays and posters. Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC) sponsors awards for the OACD/OACDE Awards. First place winners in the essay and poster contests, as well as first and second place winners in the speech contest, are eligible to compete at the state level during OACD’s Annual State Meeting to be held Feb. 21-23, 2010, in Midwest City.
CAPTIONS – Downloadable photos are available at http://www.ok.gov/conservation/News/OACD_Area_Meetings_2009_News_Releases_and_Photos/
(Use the following sections if your district had youth contest participants or service award recipients. Repeat the paragraph as necessary for each participant and tailor it to fit the number of participants and categories entered.)

____(youth’s first and last name)____, __(age)__, of ___(hometown)___, competed in the ____(category)______ contest and placed _________. 

(Format for youth contest caption:)

Terry Matlock, Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (left); and OACD  Area V Director Randy Cotten and (right); present ___(winner’s name)____ of  _____(winner’s town), OK, with a certificate recognizing ____(winner’s first or last name)______ among the winners of the Area ___(speech, etc.)______  contest. (He/she) is now eligible to compete in the state contest, scheduled for Feb. 21-23, 2010, in Oklahoma City and represent the ___________________ Conservation District. 

(Format for service award captions:)
Oklahoma Conservation Commission Executive Director Mike Thralls (left) Area V Commissioner Virginia Kidd (right) congratulate ______________ _______________________ with the ________________ Conservation District for _____(years)___ of service as a conservation district director.

###

