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The following is a news release for the Area I meeting. Please fill in all blanks with appropriate information for your district. Retype or copy the completed news release onto your conservation district letterhead. Make as many copies as necessary to distribute to your local newspapers. Following the news release are forms for captions to use if your district receives photos.

If any photos were taken of your directors, staff or youth contestants, suggested “fill-in-the-blank” captions are included with  this sample release. 
NEWS RELEASE
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE_____November 1, 2007
For More Information, contact ____________________ Conservation District, (____)_______________________

“When Disaster Strikes – Conservation Districts Respond”

Local Conservation Representatives Attend Area Meeting of thetc "Local Conservation Representatives Attend Area Meeting of the"
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districtstc "Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts"
Conservation leaders discussed issues relevant to Oklahoma at the Area I Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) held in Enid on Oct. 31. “When Disaster Strikes – Conservation Districts Respond,” the theme for the meeting for northwest Oklahoma’s conservation district directors and employees reflected dramatic and unusual weather events that threatened the state this year. Discussion ranged from the Verdigris River flooding in northeast Oklahoma to the pounding that Tropical Storm Erin gave Caddo, Blaine and Kingfisher Counties in western Oklahoma. 
Representatives from two U.S. Department of Agriculture agencies, the Farm Services Agency and Natural Resources Conservation Service, outlined federal programs designed to help with weather-related disasters as well as eligibility criteria. Assistant State Climatologist Gary McManus presented findings on data collected worldwide regarding climate change.
Garfield County Conservation District hosted the meeting, sponsored by the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts and cosponsored by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.

Directors and staff of the ___________________________ Conservation District attended the meeting. District directors who attended included ______________________. _________________________ Conservation District staff members attending included ___________________________________.  Local staff member(s) of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) from the  ________________  Field Office attended as well, including _________________________________.

The OACD Area Meetings include contests cosponsored by the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees (OACDE) for youth in categories of speeches, essays and posters. Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC) sponsors awards for the OACD/OACDE Awards. First place winners in the essay and poster contests, as well as first and second place winners in the speech contest, are eligible to compete at the state level during OACD’s Annual State Meeting to be held Feb. 24-26, 2007, in Midwest City.
CAPTIONS – Downloadable photos are available at 
(Use the following sections if your district had youth contest participants or service award recipients. Repeat the paragraph as necessary for each participant and tailor it to fit the number of participants and categories entered.)

____(youth’s first and last name)____, __(age)__, of ___(hometown)___, competed in the ____(category)______ contest and placed _________. 

(Format for youth contest caption:)

OACD President Scotty Herriman and Vice President Steve House (from left) and WFEC representative Kalen Kelly (right) present ___(winner’s name)____ of  _____(winner’s town), OK, with a certificate recognizing ____(winner’s first or last name)______ among the winners of the Area ___(speech, etc.)______  contest. (He/she) is now eligible to compete in the state contest, scheduled for Feb. 24-26, 2008, in Oklahoma City and represent the ___________________ Conservation District. 

(Format for service award caption:)
Area I Oklahoma Conservation Commissioner Matt Gard (left) and OCC Executive Director Mike Thralls (right), congratulate ______________ _______________________ with the ________________ Conservation District for _____(years)___ of service as a conservation district ______________(director/employee)_______.

###
