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Keep away from people who try 
to belittle your ambitions. Small 
people always do that, but the 
really great make you feel that 

you, too, can become great. 

~  Mark Twain

Gov. Signs Bill for Conservation Repairs
The largest conservation funding in state history

Gov. Brad Henry signed Senate Bill 
1374 in a ceremony held in Tulsa on 
June 5. The legislation authorizes 
the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement 
Authority to issue a bond that 
includes $25 million to repair 
damaged conservation infrastructure.

The Oklahoma Conservation 
Commission, working with local 
conservation districts, the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and other partners, will use 
the funds for construction, repair 
and replacement of flood controls dams damaged in 2007 weather 
disasters. OCC will also be able to repair roadside erosion and restore 
riparian (streambank) vegetation damaged by flooding and to purchase 
equipment necessary to carry out the repairs.

Sens. Johnnie Crutchfield, Mike Johnson, David Myers and Tom 
Adelson and Reps. Ken Miller, Tad Jones, Shane Jett and Joe Dorman co-
authored the bill. 

“This is a historical moment in conservation history,” said OCC 
Executive Director Mike Thralls. “There has never been a one-
time funding amount of this size for conservation in the history of 
Oklahoma,” he said. “But never has it been more needed to repair 
some of the worst weather-related damage since the Dust Bowl. The 
conservation infrastructure that had been painstakingly built in the 
70-year history of conservation districts did its job in preventing worse 
damages and potential loss of life,” he said. “But it took a severe 
pounding in the process,” Thralls added.

Caddo County was among many areas of the state severely damaged 
by 2007 weather events. As the remainder of Tropical Depression Erin 
swept across Oklahoma on the weekend of Aug. 18-19, rainfall amounts 
greatly exceeding that of a 100-year frequency storm fell in parts of 
Caddo County. At the time it was indicated that over eight inches of rain 
fell in the drainage area above Sugar Creek Dam L-44 in less than 12 
hours.  

Dams of this type are usually designed for 100-year frequency storms. 
The Sugar Creek 44 L Dam was designed to store and safely pass flood 
waters from a 6.5 inch rain within a 24 hour period. As a result the 
dam was severely damaged and will require complete rehabilitation as 
will other dams and spillways in the area. The funds from the bond will 

One of many flooded dams in 
Caddo County in August 2007.

Conservation Bond, cont’d on page two
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In our thoughts...
Darla Smith, Kay County CD associate 

director, passed away May 26 after a 
brief illness. 

Preston Green, OCC/AML inspector, 
is recovering from surgery.

Congratulations!
Frank Acker, Little River CD manager, 

has a new grandson, Jonah DeWitt 
(J.D.) Turpin born May 13. 

Karen Beck, Little River CD secretary, 
has two new grandsons - Slade 
Zander Slaton born June12 and 
Cameron Shea Cox born June 14.   

Conservation Calendar 
For more events and information, 
click on “Calendar of Events” at 

www.conservation.ok.gov
Oklahoma Conservation 

Commission Meeting, July 1, 
Agriculture Bldg., Oklahoma City
Independence Day Holiday, July 4

Soil and Water Conservation 
Society Annual Conference 

July 26-30, Tucson , Ariz.
Oklahoma Conservation 

Commission Meeting, Aug. 4, 
Agriculture Bldg., Oklahoma City

NACD South Central Region Meeting, 
Aug. 15-17, Hot Springs, Ark.
Labor Day Holiday, Sept. 1
Oklahoma Conservation 

Commission Meeting, Sept. 8, 
Deer Creek Conservation District, 
Weatherford, location details tba

Blue Thumb Training,  
Sept. 13-14, Tulsa

Stacy Hansen, OCC/WQ technical 
writer, was recognized at the June 
Commission meeting after being 
named Employee of the Quarter at 
the May OCC Full Staff Meeting.

Ben Pollard, OCC assistant director, 
was recognized at the June Com-
mission meeting for 30 years of 
service to OCC and the state.

Governor Seeks Aid for Drought Areas
On June 17 Gov. Brad Henry sent a letter to U.S. Sec. of Agriculture 
Ed Shafer requesting disaster assistance for farmers and ranchers in 
nine northwest Oklahoma Counties suffering from drought and extreme 
weather conditions.
Extreme heat, dry weather, high winds and stressful moisture conditions 
have damaged hay forages, livestock grazing lands, alfalfa and other 
crops. The request for assistance covers farmers and ranchers in 
Cimarron, Texas, Beaver, Harper, Woodward, Ellis, Roger Mills, Dewey 
and Woods Counties.
“Farmers and ranchers in the Panhandle and northwest Oklahoma are 
suffering due to drought and other severe weather conditions,” Gov. 
Henry said, “and I hope the U.S. Department of Agriculture will act 
quickly to get them the relief they desperately need.”

Correction
In the May 2008 newsletter there is 
an error in the article “Conservation 
District Revised.” Under bullet No. 
9, the sentence should correctly read  
“Changes the director election date 
from the second Tuesday of March to 
the first Tuesday of June, and changes 
the filing period from the first three 
weeks in January to the first three 
weeks in April.” See “Director Terms 
Changed” on page three.

Additional Pieces Fall in Place for CREP 
as Program Continues to Grow

In June the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) took action 
approving the Tulsa Metropolitan Utility Authority (TMUA) application 
for buffer protection along streams supplying water to Lakes Eucha 
and Spavinaw. This will complete the state’s match requirement for 
Oklahoma’s first Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
signed by Gov. Brad Henry and U.S. Deputy Sec. of Agriculture Chuck 
Connor in April 2007. The program offers 15-year contracts with 
landowners to establish stream buffers in both the Eucha/Spavinaw 
Watershed and the Illinois River Watershed. The total program provides 
$20.6 million with $16.5 million coming from USDA and $4.1 million 
from the state, including the $1.25 million made available to TMUA 
through the OWRB loan. The Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission 
(OSRC ) and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) have 
provided the $2.88 million remainder of the $4.1 million state share.

CREP was the next logical step to follow years of work by conservation 
districts, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service and the OCC to address 
animal waste issues in these two critical watersheds. Animal waste 
application has been restricted by state law since 1998, and buffers 
and pasture management practices have been installed by both NRCS 
and OCC with USDA, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and state-
funded priority watershed project monies. Their success paved the way 
to allow a larger scale buffer program like CREP to be acceptable to 
landowners who desire to protect streams without harming a farm’s 
economic health. CREP provides rental payments for 15 years to the 
landowners who will set aside a stream corridor buffer which in turn 

allow rebuilding of the dam and several others as well as repairing other 
conservation land treatments and restoring flood-damaged land.

Dan Lowrance, chairman of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, 
said the bond funds will also be used by local conservation districts to 
address deferred operation and maintenance needs on the state’s 2,105 
upstream flood control dams. “Oklahoma is the leader in the nation’s 
upstream flood control program,” Lowrance said. “Governor Henry’s 
commitment to conservation, along with that of the House and Senate 
leadership, has given resources to our conservation districts to repair 
and maintain our valuable flood control infrastructure.”

CREP, continued on page four.
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More on the new Conservation District Act
Insurance for District Directors 

The passage of Senate Bill 1766 allows 
conservation district directors to enroll at their own 
cost in the health and dental plans offered through 
the Oklahoma State and Education Employees 
Group Insurance Board (OSEEGIB). Options for 
health plans include the HealthChoice High Option 
and Basic Plans, as well as the S-Account Plan. 
For individuals living in certain ZIP Code areas, 
choices may also include Aetna, CommunityCare, 
GlobalHealth and PacifiCare HMO plans. Each HMO 
offers standard and alternative plans. Dental plans 
include HealthChoice Dental, Assurant Dental, 
CIGNA Dental Care, and Delta Dental.

OSEEGIB has placed a link especially for district 
directors in a prominent location on its web page, 
http://www.sib.state.ok.us. The link leads to a brief 
overview of the plans offered and links to enrollment 
materials, including the enrollment form and 
the Benefit Options Guide that provides a more 
detailed explanation of all the health and dental 
plans available at this time. Directors can download 
an enrollment form, view and print the premium 
rate chart, and view the Employee Benefit Options 
Presentation. 

Coverage is effective the first of the month 
following receipt of the enrollment form as long 
as the form is submitted by June 20, 2008. For 
directors who choose not to participate at this time, 
their next opportunity to enroll will occur during the 
next annual Option Period in September 2008 and 
coverage will be effective January 1, 2009.

The opportunity to purchase insurance in the 
state plan has been well received by district board 
members. Directors began to enroll as soon as the 
word went out according to Steve Coffman, OCC 
comptroller. 

“Working with the OSEEGIB staff to start this 
program was a very positive experience. They had 
done all the work and were ready to go when we sat 
down for the first meeting,” said Ben Pollard, OCC 
assistant director. “They could not have been more 
cooperative and helpful.”

“I cannot thank the folks at OSEEGIB enough for 
their eagerness to help get this plan working for 
district directors,” said Mike Thralls, OCC executive 
director. “This is obviously an important opportunity 
for our volunteer district boards, and OSEEGIB 
has done everything imaginable to make it readily 
available to those who choose to participate.”

District O&M Responsibilities Cleared 
of Other Environmental Liabilities

SB1766 “establishes that, except as otherwise 
provided by state or federal law, conservation 
districts’ flood control structure operation and 
maintenance responsibilities shall not be deemed 
to include maintaining, protecting or improving 
the quality of any soil, air, groundwater or surface 
water or biota (living things) affected by, near or 
comprising any part of the structure.”

“This is something we have always believed 
to be true,” said Mike Thralls, OCC executive 
director. “But here it is expressly stated by law that 
conservation districts, carrying out operation and 
maintenance of flood control structures are not 
liable for conditions that may arise due to other 
environmental factors.” That includes the formation 
of blue green algae or other issues that might arise 
unrelated to the district fulfilling its role as sponsor 
of a flood control structure.

“This legal clarification is something that is very 
welcome,” Thralls said.

Director Terms Changed
SB1766 states that all terms for both appointed 

and elected district directors will commence 
on July 1 and end on June 30. According to the 
Attorney General’s office, current terms of office 
cannot be shortened or lengthened.  As current 
appointed terms expire, the Commission will 
make appointments or reappointments with the 
new expiration date of June 30.  The first round 
of appointments with the new dates — July 1, 
2008, through June 30, 2010, — were made 
during the June Commission meeting. In the case 
of Recommendations for Appointment for a new 
director to fill an unexpired term, the end date will 
not change to June 30 until the unexpired term is 
completed.

Regarding elected positions, rules are being 
developed to amend the election process. The 2009 
election cycle for Position No. 2 will be conducted 
under the new law and rules with the filing period 
to be the first three weeks of April and elections 
to be held the first Tuesday in June 2009. Further 
information on the election will be sent out later 
in the year. For questions or further information, 
contact Kim Tweed at the OCC office.
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limits the amount of nutrients entering the stream from the farm. In the 
case of the money provided by TMUA, in cooperation with Land Legacy 
and the OCC, payment will be offered to Eucha/Spavinaw Watershed 
landowners willing to make stream buffers permanent. Certainly, with 
this first-in-the-state loan to provide funding for nonpoint source issues, 
Tulsa has pioneered the use of OWRB’s loan fund to cooperate with 
Oklahoma farmers for the purpose of protecting vital water supplies

More good news is that the state’s first CREP will soon be expanded. 
With passage of the federal Farm Bill, which re-authorizes CREP, 
Oklahoma will apply to increase the total funding in the Eucha/
Spavinaw and Illinois River CREP to $35 million using additional monies 
provided by OSRC and OCC.

In addition, Gov. Henry’s and the Legislature’s action to provide a 
$25 million conservation bond will make available monies to initiate a 
CREP ($15-25 million) for Cobb Creek and Sugar Creek, both in Caddo 
County and both damaged by last year’s inland hurricane. OCC will 
consider bond funding priorities in their July meeting.

Finally, a third CREP application 
will include an initiative by Elk City 
to protect their recreation lake which 
also happens to be an upstream flood control dam threatened by fecal 
bacteria. Elk City may apply for a loan just as Tulsa did and this amount 
will be combined with money provided by OCC to match four times as 
much money from USDA. We hope to read of more loans by OWRB to 
further nonpoint source protection of Oklahoma waters.

CREP, continued from page two


