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The USEPA provided partial funding for activities discussed in this report through
§319(h) FY2017, C9-996100-19, Project 2, Output 2.4.1a

For more information on activities discussed in this report, visit our website:
www.conservation.ok.gov

Oklahoma Conservation Commission
Water Quality Division
4545 North Lincoln Blvd. Suite 11A
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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This document was prepared as a requirement for the Clean Water Act Section §319 Program. This document is issued by
the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) as authorized by Trey Lam, Executive Director. Copies have not been printed
but are available through the agency website. Two printout copies have been deposited with the Publications Clearinghouse of
the Oklahoma Department of Libraries. All programs and services of the OCC and the Oklahoma Conservation Districts are
offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, marital status, or disability.
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Oklahoma’s Nonpoint Source Management Program

Overview:

Oklahoma’s Nonpoint Source (NPS) Pollution Management Program is a combination of federal,
state, and local agency programs. The NPS Program is authorized federally by Section 319(h) of
the Clean Water Act (CWA), which requires states to 1) develop an assessment report that identifies
NPS problems and 2) develop a Management Program that creates and implements objectives for
addressing the problems. The core program elements are described in the Oklahoma NPS Management Plan.

By state statute, the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) serves as the technical lead agency of Oklahoma’s NPS
Program. This responsibility means monitoring and assessing waterbodies for NPS impacts and implementing programs to
reduce these NPS issues, with the ultimate goal of restoring full support of the designated beneficial uses of all waterbodies.
With input from the NPS Working Group, comprised of more than 30 agencies, tribes, organizations, and universities, the state
follows an organized process to identify NPS threats and impairments to water resources, to determine causes, extent, and
sources of the problems, and to prioritize the watersheds needing improvement. Solutions to the NPS problems are then
planned and addressed, primarily through projects in priority watersheds to provide implementation and education.

Oklahoma’s NPS Management Program is non-regulatory. On-the-ground conservation is the primary focus, and less than 10%
of OCC funds support administrative duties. Planning and educating to address NPS problems are the backbone of OCC’s
program and are critical to its success. Long-term water quality monitoring and assessment are essential to help prioritize
areas to target through the program and evaluate its effectiveness. Implementation of Conservation Practices (CPs) through
cooperative, targeted, voluntary efforts allows improvement and protection of water quality and other resources while maintaining
agricultural production goals.

Oklahoma’s NPS program is largely funded through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Clean Water Act Section 319(h)
NPS Management Program. The Oklahoma Secretary of Energy and Environment (OSEE) is the state administrative lead and
recipient of CWA program funds, disbursing Section 319 dollars to OCC and partners, insuring that all NPS activities meet
appropriate state and federal guidance and priorities. Federal funds are matched by monies from the State’s Conservation
Infrastructure Revolving Fund, state and local partners, and most importantly, local landowners who voluntarily participate in
cost-share programs to install conservation practices which facilitate agricultural production goals while protecting soil and water
resources. In recent years, Oklahoma has formed strong partnerships, networking with multiple agencies to secure matching
funds to increase the total amount of funding available to address NPS issues.

In 2016:

The OCC implemented its 2016 NPS Management Program efforts with approximately $1.8 million in U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) Clean Water Act Section 319(h) funding, as well as with $2.3 million in state funds. The monitoring
program is allotted 41% of the budget, the Blue Thumb education program receives 2%, and the remainder is used for technical
support and implementation.

Major accomplishments for the NPS Management Program in 2016 include 1) progress in partnerships and projects in
watersheds including Little Beaver Creek, New Spiro Lake, Grand Lake, Elk City Lake, and Wister Lake, 2) completion of
multiple streambank restoration projects in the lllinois River Watershed, 3) expansion of the soil health education program
focusing on the nexus between healthy soils and water quality protection, 4) expansion of education programs in support of
partners including the Grand River Dam Authority, Oklahoma tribes, USDA NRCS, and others, and 5) continued water quality
monitoring of streams across the state beginning the fourth cycle of the Rotating Basin Monitoring Program. In addition,
Oklahoma program strategies for success were published and highlighted in National Studies completed by the USDA NRCS,
the World Resources Institute, Lakeline- a publication of the North American Lake Management Society, and the Environmental
Law Institute.

Highlights of Oklahoma’s progress in implementing the NPS Management Program during FY2016 are included in the following
pages. While efforts funded through Section 319 are emphasized, projects conducted by NPS Program partners are also
included. Readers are encouraged to access more details on project and program efforts via web links where provided. 3


http://www.environment.ok.gov/documents/CWA/GrantWorkplans/Implementation%20of%20NPS%20Oct%202004%20-%20Sept%202005/Nonpoint%20Source%20Management%20Plan%20Update.pdf

Oklahoma’s NPS Management Program

Planning:

The long- and short-term goals of the NPS Management Program are summarized in the table
below and described in detail in the Plan. These goals are guided by the mission statement of
the NPS Management Program: “To conserve and improve water resources through

assessment, planning, education, and implementation.”

/ The primary \
components of the
Program are
planning,
implementation,
education, and

K assessment. /

Long-Term Goals Progress Toward Attaining

By 2020...establish a Watershed Based Plan (WBP),
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), implementation
plan, or achieve full or partial delisting based on water
quality success to restore or maintain beneficial uses in
all watersheds identified as impacted by NPS pollution
on the 2002 303(d) list, unless the original basis for
listing is no longer valid.

Oklahoma currently has:

¢ 11 approved TMDLs for 2016, for an overall total of 823
TMDLs for waterbodies impaired by bacteria, turbidity, low
dissolved oxygen, and nutrients, and work to address
additional impairments is ongoing.

¢ Nine WBPs, and implementation of CPs to improve water
quality is ongoing in five of these.

¢ 55 published success stories on the EPA’s §319 website,
indicating delisting of impaired waterbodies due to CP
implementation and education.

By 2040...attain and maintain beneficial uses in
waterbodies listed on the 2002 303(d) list as threatened
or impaired solely by NPS pollution.

Monitor at least 250 streams, rivers, and other
waterbodies every five years to determine causes and
sources of NPS impairments.

Oklahoma ranks second in the nation for NPS delisting success
stories, with a total of 55. Strong partnerships with other
agencies, particularly the NRCS, are resulting in additional
funding for implementation of practices focused on water quality

Short-Term Goals Progress Toward Attaining

The water quality of more than 14,665 stream miles has been
assessed and presented in the State’s biennial Integrated
Report. Summary reports are written for each basin at the end
of each two-year monitoring cycle.

Prioritize watersheds using the process described in the
NPS Management Plan, then draft and update WBPs or
similar planning documents for top priority watersheds.

Nine WBPs are currently approved. All watersheds in the state
were assessed with the new prioritization scheme, and the OCC
plans to update or draft 10 WBPs per year starting in 2017.

Provide educational information through the statewide
Blue Thumb Program. Blue Thumb staff will work with
Conservation Districts as requested to develop and
maintain education programs.

Oklahoma’s Blue Thumb Education Program currently has
active volunteers in 29 of the 77 counties of the State, with 87
active monitoring sites. More than 45 Conservation Districts
have joined the nonprofit Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association.

Reduce NPS loading in priority watersheds with
accepted WBPs through implementation of
conservation practices. Implement water quality
restoration and protection efforts in additional priority
watersheds annually, as identified by the Unified
Watershed Assessment (UWA) in the updated NPS
Management Plan.

Oklahoma’s NPS program has been successful at partnering
with various agencies to secure funding and match federal
funds to increase the total amount of funding available to
address NPS issues, including CW-SRF, NRCS, public
companies, and private landowners. Work continues that will
advance NPS related programs in watersheds prioritized in the
Unified Watershed Assessment. This includes support for
education and training, water quality monitoring, and partnering
with USDA to focus conservation dollars in high priority UWA

4




Oklahoma’s NPS Management Program

Implementation:

Current OCC priority watershed implementation projects are located in two general parts of the state: the east and the
west-central. The predominant agricultural practices vary between these two general areas, so the implementation focus is
slightly different in each area. In the east, extensive poultry production and related land application of waste as fertilizer has
contributed to the build-up of high levels of nutrients, particularly phosphorus, in the soils. Consequently, CPs focus on riparian
buffers and animal waste management. In the west-central part of the state, wheat and cattle production dominate agricultural
activity, often contributing to water- and wind-driven soil erosion in conventional tillage operations in the sandy soils. No-till and
field conversion CPs are the focus of implementation efforts in this area. Establishing riparian buffers is an important
component of all projects, as these vegetated regions act as filters to take up nutrients, and roots help stabilize streambanks to
reduce erosion. Fencing livestock out of riparian areas also reduces the amount of fecal bacteria in the stream.

Despite some differences in CP focus, all OCC priority watershed implementation projects share a common design which has
resulted in success both in number of participants who are implementing CPs in each area and in actual, measurable water
quality improvement:

e Planning: have data/information that indicates NPS problems that can be addressed with a project
e Localleadership and buy-in: get support of local Conservation District and hire local coordinator; establish a Watershed
Advisory Group (WAG) that includes all interests to drive implementation planning

e Targeting: use an effective model (e.g., SWAT) to locate pollution hotspots to target for implementation
o Effective monitoring: use a proven study design (e.g., EPA’s Paired Watershed Method) and sampling method (e.g.,
continuous, flow-weighted sampling) to obtain sufficient data to evaluate impacts on water quality

e Demonstration/Education: establish a demo farm where landowners can see a suite of CPs in action

o Partnerships: look for creative ways to engage other agencies, leveraging hard dollars and matching funds
e Long-term commitment: commit to have multiple phases in the project (i.e., be in watershed for more than 5 years) to
allow project concepts to take hold and prove their way from producer to producer

Implementation Projects:

During FY2016, approximately $700,000 dollars in
federal §319 funds, Oklahoma state funds, and private

landowner funds were expended for implementation of [;
CPs in eight priority watersheds (see map). Cost-share

funds from participating landowners comprised a

significant portion of these monies. A brief update of 2 \.
implementation in each of the OCC priority watershed — oz $

projects is given in the following pages. Details of each =~§“: 4
project, including reports and Watershed Based Plans, —isanreeinad

can be accessed via the OCC Water Quality Division ,
website under Priority Watershed Projects.



http://www.ok.gov/conservation/Agency_Divisions/Water_Quality_Division/WQ_Reports/WQ_Reports_Watershed_Based_Plans/
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The Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) has an extensive and unique monitoring program. Effective monitoring and
assessment are essential to being able to determine the extent, nature, and probable sources of NPS pollution and show
improvement due to conservation programs across the state.

$

Implementation Monitoring Program:

Implementation monitoring is performed to determine the effects of conservation
practices (CPs) on water quality in high priority watersheds. Implementation
monitoring usually involves sampling streams during defined periods before and after
CPs are installed in a watershed. OCC has an extensive history of documenting
reductions in critical NPS pollutants through the use of automated samplers to collect
continuous flow-weighted measurements following installation of CPs.

Due to budget cuts, OCC and its partners are turning more and more to collaborative

projects such as the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) and the National Water Quality Initiative Program
(NwQlI) to fund implementation in priority watersheds. With these, OCC continues assistance in the technical delivery and the
critical monitoring efforts needed to determine changes brought about by the prescription of CPs. OCC will remain flexible in
the monitoring approach so that appropriate monitoring can determine changes in water quality in these watersheds with
available funding and time constraints.

Ongoing projects include: Middle and Lower Neosho River Basin/Grand Lake RCPP
Project; Elk City Lake RCPP Project; Little Beaver Creek NWQI Project; and the
New Spiro Lake/Holi-Tuska Creek NWQI Project. These involve numerous partners,
and in cases such as the New Spiro Lake/ Holi-Tuska Creek Project, partners are
completing the monitoring with
assistance from OCC.

National Water Quality Initiative

Final reports have been submitted for the Spavinaw Creek (including Beaty
Creek) and the North Canadian River Projects. The lllinois River (including
Saline, Little Saliine, Baron Fork, and Flint Creeks) final report is nearing Consenvation Beyorid Boundaries N\NQ|
completion. Data collection continues for the New Spiro Lake/Holi-Tuska

Creek, Elk City Lake, Middle and Lower Neosho River Basin/Grand Lake,

and Little Beaver Creek projects.




Water Quality Monitoring
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Rotating Basin Monitoring Program:

The Rotating Basin (RB) Monitoring Program has allowed the identification of impaired streams to target for implementation
projects, the determination of high quality streams used as reference sites to gauge the health of other streams, the
detection of changes in NPS pollutants following implementation of CPs by NRCS, local conservation districts or other
partners, and the use of data by Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) create total maximum daily loads
for impaired streams.

For the RB program, a total of 245 fixed sites are monitored on a staggered, rotational schedule by basin (see map).
During a five year cycle, sites are sampled every five weeks for two consecutive years to gather water quality data. This
frequency allows for both the broad coverage of streams across Oklahoma and for the assessment of streams for
attainment of beneficial uses. In addition, a fish collection and habitat assessment is performed. Benthic
macroinvertebrates are collected twice a year. Approximately 100 sites are assessed each year.

In 2016, the OCC finished the third cycle of

monitoring in Basin Group 4, continued the second
year of the third cycle of Basin Group 5 and began IO
the fourth cycle of Basin Group 1. Tt . <L

Breaking a period of
extensive drought, 2015
was a year of record
rainfall, culminating in
December with an
extensive 500 year flood
event in much of Eastern
Oklahoma.

By the end of 2016, much of Oklahoma is again experiencing a persistent drought.
The drastic climatic shifts present a challenge in ambient monitoring of small and me-
dium sized streams. If trends continue, OCC may need to make some revisions to the
RB program as streams lose flow, become intermittent, or dry completely during times
of excessive drought and sampling events become sporadic and too few to fulfill as-
sessment requirements.

Water quality parameters assessed:

In field: Lab:

dissolved oxygen ammonia

water temperature nitrite

pH nitrate

turbidity total Kjeldahl nitrogen
conductivity ortho-phosphate
alkalinity total phosphorus
hardness chloride

inst. discharge sulfate

total dissolved solids
total suspended solids



http://www.ok.gov/conservation/Agency_Divisions/Water_Quality_Division/WQ_Monitoring/C:/Users/stacey.day/Documents/Corel%20User%20Files

Assessment

Estimating Load Reductions

The OCC conducts intensive monitoring and assessment efforts to determine the impacts of CP
implementation in all watershed implementation projects. Automated water samplers are installed in
either an upstream/downstream design, with CP implementation occurring in the area between the
samplers, or in a control/treatment design, where an adjacent watershed is used as a control for the
implementation watershed. Load reductions have been calculated for several of the implementation
projects based on this continuous flow-weighted sampling, and ongoing monitoring will allow further
assessment in the future. In addition, load reductions are estimated for each project annually using the
EPA’s Spreadsheet Tool for Estimating Pollutant Loads (STEPL) and submitted through EPA’s Grants

OKLAHOMA
CONSERVATION
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Reporting and Tracking System (GRTS). Estimates of statewide load reductions as a result of CP
implementation through the statewide Locally-Led Cost-Share Program (discussed later in this report) are also calculated.

2016 Load Reduction Estimates*

et sl Nitrogen Phosphorus Sediment
Illinois River 209,461 Ibs/yr 18,455 lbs/yr 2,768 tons/yr
RCPP Projects 2,092 lbs/yr 321 Ibs/yr 100 tons/yr
Statewide Locally-Led Cost-Share 56,468 lbs/yr 6,551 lbs/yr 1,001 tons/yr
and Soil Health Program

*Estimates rendered using EPA’s Spreadsheet Tool for Estimating Pollutant Loads (STEPL) Model. Totals recorded in GRTS.

Documenting Success

The OCC Water Quality Division submitted seven NPS success stories to EPA in 2016. These stories detail the results of
cooperative efforts among the NRCS, OCC, conservation districts, and landowners to implement voluntary, cost-shared
conservation practices (CPs) to improve water quality and result in delisting of at least one parameter from the 303(d) impaired
waters list. These practices reduced the runoff of soils, waste products, and associated nutrients and bacteria and resulted in
improved turbidity.

. Parameter Year delisted
Site Delisted (eis) (per parameter)
. . . Major , Woods &
Main Creek Turbidity, E. coli Woodward 2010
Stillwater Creek Turbidity Payne, Noble 2010

Delaware Creek

pH, E. coli, TDS,

Osage & Tulsa

2006, 2008, 2010,

Honey Creek E. coli Delaware 2012
Caney Boggy . .

Turbidity Hughes, Coal & Pittsburg 2010
Creek
Canadian Sandy Turbidity Pontotoc & Garvin 2010
Creek
Otter Creek Turbidity Kiowa & Tillman 2012

Oklahoma’s 2016
Success Stories:

With the submission of the
2016 stories,
Oklahoma has 55 streams that
are recognized as EPA
NPS Success Stories.
Oklahoma is now second in the
nation for documenting NPS
pollution reduction, and the lead
in the nation in the number of
independent watersheds where
our program has documented
successful water quality
restoration through voluntary
NPS programs.



Priority Watershed Implementation Project
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SpaVi Nnaw Creek Spavinaw Creek feeds Lakes Eucha and Spavinaw,

which supply water to the citizens of Tulsa and

e In 1997, a Clean Lakes Study determined that
excessive phosphorus loading was causing severe algae
blooms in Lakes Eucha and Spavinaw, leading to taste and
odor issues in the Tulsa drinking water. Animal waste was
one of the likely sources of this phosphorus. In 1998, the
OCC began a demonstration project in the Beaty Creek
watershed, a subwatershed of Spavinaw Creek. After
noticeable improvements in water quality, a larger project
was initiated in 2003 to encompass the entire Oklahoma
portion of the Spavinaw Creek watershed.

e The Delaware County Conservation District and local
NRCS were partners in the project, which has had

surrounding communities.

Q2 Conservamon Conmesen . ;-
s —_—
648 Program

tremendous landowner participation. Conservation Practices (CPs) have been installed on a voluntary, cost-share
basis to reduce the amount of bacteria and nutrients entering the stream and lakes. The project has focused on
creating and maintaining protected riparian buffer areas and on improving pastures through grazing management,
both of which will reduce erosion and runoff of wastes and nutrients.

 Over $6 million was spent to install CPs from 2008—- 2015. In the final phase (2011-2015) a total of $1.8 million was
spent on implementation, of which ~$750,000 was contributed by landowners. The Spavinaw Creek project was
successful in reducing nutrients and bacteria in the watershed (a 48% reduction in expected total phosphorus
loading, 44% reduction in expected nitrate loading and a 39% decrease in expected ammonia loading). The final

report for this project has been submitted to EPA.
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II I i n Ois River The lllinois River watershed is one of Oklahoma’s most

valuable water resources. It has high recreational value as
a Scenic River in addition to supplying drinking water.

¢ In 1993, a Clean Lakes Study of Lake Tenkiller, fed by the lllinois River, indicated
substantial increases in chlorophyll-a due to excessive nutrient loading, most likely
due to agricultural activities.

| Benton Co. \

Delaware Co.
Cherokee Co.

¢ Conservation Practices (CPs) have been installed on a voluntary, cost-share basis to
reduce the amount of bacteria, phosphorus, and sediment entering the river and
Lake Tenkiller. The highest priority CPs are those that keep livestock out of the
stream, such as fencing and alternative water supplies. These practices allow
vegetation to grow and effectively filter out pollutants as well as stabilize the highly
erodible streambanks. Additionally, management of poultry litter application on fields
in the watershed has been vital to reducing the runoff of phosphorus.

e
Stilwell [,
\ ‘Washington Co.

= Sequoyah Co.

\\} Adair Co. {

e Approximately $3.4 million has been spent to install CPs by 227 landowners since
2007. Project partners include the Adair County, Delaware County, and Cherokee
County Conservation Districts, Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension Total CPs installed:
Service, Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife
Conservation as well as the USEPA, FSA, NRCS and local producers.

Riparian Fence: 139, 090 ft

Cross Fence: 152, 120 ft

Animal Waste Facilities: 10
Heavy Use Areas: 123

Off-site Watering Facilities: 134
Pasture Planting: 100 acres
Wells: 24

Septic System Replacements: 104

¢ Implementation ended August 2015. There are currently 49 long-term
exclusion contracts that will be running for 10-15 years (ending 2029).

o Data analysis for this project is complete and indicates reduced phosphorus, nitrate,
and bacteria loading in the Flint Creek watershed as compared to a non-CP area.
The final report for this project will be submitted to EPA in 2017.

/hich filters

s streamba




North Canadian River

¢ Since 2007, Conservation Practices (CPs) have been installed on a
voluntary, cost-share basis to reduce the amount of bacteria and
sediment entering the river and Lake Overholser. Conversion of
conventional row crop fields to no-till or reduced-tillage fields has
been one of the primary practices promoted through the project, as
well as exclusion of livestock from riparian areas.

¢ The North Canadian River Watershed Implementation Project
resulted in nearly $3 million dollars of CPs being installed from 2008-
2015. Landowners in and around the project area benefited from
education, and they were able to observe improvements in the land
and water quality.

Conservation Plans
Impiemented for the North Canadian Watershed Project

¢ Significant reductions in nutrient and bacteria loads and turbidity
levels were seen over the project period.

OKILAHOMA

Priority Watershed Implementation Project CONSERVATION
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North Canadian Watershed Monoriting Sites

Total CPs installed:

22,000 acres of no-till

600 acres of riparian management
83,080 linear feet of riparian fence
1,312 acres of grass planted
15,953 linear feet of cross fence
54 alternative water supplies

15 rural waste systems installed
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Lake Thunderbird LID

and high turbidity. Significant taste and odor issues are associated with
eutrophication.

COMMISSION

The Lake Thunderbird Watershed is highly
impacted by urban activities, especially from
the Cities of Moore and Norman. The lake

e Lake Thunderbird and its tributaries are impaired by low dissolved oxygen (DO)  Provides drinking water to Norman, Del City,

and Midwest City.

¢ In 2008, the OCC began a project to start addressing water quality issues
resulting from aggressive development occurring in the urban area.
Workshops demonstrating Low Impact Development practices targeting civic
officials and local developers were provided, along with efforts to update city
ordinances to allow certain LID practices.

¢ A demonstration and research project was initiated in a new sub-division in
the watershed in 2011. A local developer partnered with the OCC and the

.{’/ Site Location

University of Oklahoma (OU) to implement and assess two LID practices.

Eighteen houses were built with rain barrels collecting runoff from the roof and rain gardens to filter stormwater runoff from the
street. Seventeen houses were built on an adjoining street with conventional curbs and street gutters for stormwater and no

rain barrels. Automated water samplers were installed to sample stormwater
runoff from each street. OU conducted data collection and analysis.

In FY 2016:

The project final report was submitted to OCC by OU. A
Data analysis showed that, overall, the presence of LID || | | i
BMPs had a positive influence on water quality,
especially with regard to total suspended solids, J s
nitrogen compounds and trace metals.

The final report also stated that the evaluation of the utility of green
infrastructure technologies from both water quantity and water quality
perspectives proved challenging, but that the positive hydrological differences
would provide some degree of protection of downstream sources.

—
EPA grant funding provided 260 rain barrels and 500 soil test certificates. These

were disseminated to homeowners in the watershed through the Cleveland
County Conservation District.

"C3nventional

LID street




In FY 2016:
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Grand Lake is an important water supply, flood
water retention, electrical power generation,
and recreation source for the region.
Eutrophication in the lake led to severe
blue-green algae blooms in 2011 and bacteria
outbreaks at beaches in 2014.

T
Middie and Lower Neosho River Basin
Regional Conservation Partnarship Program (RCPP)
Project Area

The Neosho River Watershed is a high priority for both Kansas and
Oklahoma and each state has devoted significant effort towards
diagnosing and solving water quality degradation in the watershed.

The Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP), created by the farm bill of 2014, promotes
coordination between NRCS and its partners to
deliver conservation assistance to producers and landowners.

Many of the streams, rivers, and reservoirs in the watershed have water
quality problems and impairments related to excess nutrients,
sedimentation, and bacteria. Of particular concern to both states are
watersheds in the Middle and Lower Neosho Basin, because of concerns
raised by stakeholders in the watershed and, in part, because these
watersheds contribute directly to water quality degradation in Grand Lake.

Water monitoring continues in five streams on a monthly basis.

A Watershed Advisory Group was developed to help set the priorities for the -
program. WAG meetings were held in 2015.

Program meetings were held to set up ranking sheet, cost-list and screening
tool.

Outreach meetings were held to inform landowners about the program
within the watersheds.

Nine applications were reviewed and visits were made to the properties to
discuss resource concerns. Eight applications were screened and ranked,
with five choosing to continue in the program.

Conservation plans were written and are awaiting funding from NRCS.
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E I k c' L k Partners in the Elk City Lake Watershed RCPP will work
Ity a e cooperatively with landowners to install conservation
practices on cropland and rangeland in the watershed

that contribute to nutrient and sediment related water
quality impairments in downstream waterbodies.

e The Elk City Lake was
constructed in 1970
primarily for flood control but is now operated by the
City of Elk City for recreation.

o EIlk City Lake has had both water quantity and quality
problems related to excess nutrients, sediment, and
bacteria.

e The primary purpose for the project is to restore water
quality and protect West Elk Creek, and downstream
Elk City Lake from future degradation.

- ELRCITY LAKE

e Land use in the watershed is primarily range, pasture, and
cropland with little to no riparian buffer along much of the
stream courses and direct access by livestock.

In FY 2016:

e Monitoring continued on West Elk Creek with
monthly grab samples and additional runoff
samples after rain events

¢ Conservation Practices installed:
Grass planting (80 acres)
Cross fencing (6,651 feet)
Cover crops (160 acres)
Brush management (30 acres)

e Performed grid soil sampling on 545 acres

Cross Fencing

e Completed a solar powered pump and well
drilling.
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Little Beaver Creek

In 2015, four sub-watersheds of the Little Beaver Watershed were
chosen as NRCS National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) water-
sheds. Through NWQI, NRCS provides technical and financial assis-
tance to help farmers and ranchers install conservation practices that
will improve downstream water quality.

The Little Beaver Creek drains a watershed that is 126,457 total
acres. Land use is primarily pasture (62%) with some cultivated crops
(27%) and deciduous forest (10%). It flows into Lake Waurika.

Little Beaver Creek was listed as impaired on Oklahoma’s 2012
Integrated Report for high levels of E. coli bacteria. Waurika Lake is
listed as impaired for chlorophyll —a and turbidity.

In 2011, the NRCS established a local emphasis area (LEA) in Cotton,
Stephens and Jefferson counties that includes the lower half of the
Little Beaver Creek watershed. This program provided extra funding to
install practices which protect water quality and quantity.

Emphasis was given to adoption of renewable energy resources,
exclusion of livestock from streams, and cedar removal.

The Oklahoma Conservation Commission will continue to promote
conservation practice (CP) implementation in this watershed through
the Stephens County and Grady County Conservation Districts. NRCS
will continue to offer financial and technical assistance throughout the
project. A final report will be submitted upon completion of projectin 5
years.

In FY 2016:

Water monitoring continued on Little Beaver Creek. Three sites (as
shown on map) are sampled approximately once per month.

Conservation practice implementation continued to be strong in 2016
with the majority of contracts including some component of reducing
livestock access to streams.

Based on the success of enrollment and practice adoption, partners
applied for and successfully received funding through the NWQI pilot
Program to fund additional conservation planning in the remaining two
HUCs in the Little Beaver watershed, This planning should help lead to
additional conservation installation and hopefully to delisting of Little
Beaver Creek.

OKILAHOMA

National Water Quality Initiative Program Project  (ONSERVATION
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National Water Quality Initiative

Conservation Beyond Boundaries NVVQI

== ONRC

United States Department of Agricultur