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Executive Director of Conservation Commission Retires

OKLAHOMA CITY, (September 2, 2014) — Mike Thralls officially retired yesterday after 20 years of service
to Oklahoma—17 as executive director of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission. He leaves behind an
agency positioned to meet the conservation challenges of tomorrow thanks to his leadership and emphasis on
partnerships between local, state and national entities. Such partnerships helped the agency achieve goals with
limited financial resources.

“Mike Thralls’ leadership and tireless commitment to protecting natural resources has placed Oklahoma’s
conservation partnership in a place of national prominence,” said Gary O’Neill, State Conservationist with
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, which works closely with the Conservation Commission.

An embodiment of the locally-led, voluntary spirit of conservation in Oklahoma, Thralls uses the same practices
encouraged by the Commission on his own farm and is an enthusiastic advocate of soil health. His vision led to
the creation of the state’s first Conservation Cost-Share Program in 1998, which assists Oklahomans in
installing conservation practices on their land to improve water quality and reduce soil erosion. In 2007, Thralls
oversaw establishment of the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, which has improved or restored
Oklahoma streams.

“Partnership is critical to accomplishing the great task of natural resource conservation,” said Kim Farber,
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts President. “No one understands this better than Mike, and it’s
why Oklahoma leads the nation in so many areas of conservation.”

Working closely with partners, Thralls has brought millions of federal dollars into the state to revive
Oklahoma’s aging flood control dam system. In 2001 he received the National Watershed Coalition’s
Meritorious Service Award, and this year was elected president of the National Association of State
Conservation Agencies. He also received the President’s Award from Oklahoma Association of Conservation
Districts in 2014. He is a 1988 Leadership Oklahoma graduate and proud graduate of OSU.

In honor of his retirement, an intimate reception will be held in the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food,
and Forestry lab atrium on Sept. 4. Numerous dignitaries are expected, including Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb, Okla.
Sec. of Agriculture Jim Reese, a representative for Congressman Frank Lucas, Okla. Sen. Ron Justice, Okla.
Rep. Dale DeWitt, National Association of Conservation Districts executive director John Larson and National
Association of State Conservation Agencies executive director Mike Brown.

At the Sept. 4 meeting of the Conservation Commission, the Commissioners are expected to enter executive
session during which they will name an interim executive director. After an interim director is named, the
process of identifying a new executive director will begin.
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