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1.0 About the Oklahoma Carbon Program 

1.1 Authority 
The Oklahoma Conservation Commission has statutory authority to verify and certify carbon 
sequestration in Oklahoma under Oklahoma Administrative Code Title 155 to implement 27A O.S. § 3-4-
101 thru 3-4-105, which authorizes the Commission to establish and administer a carbon sequestration 
certification program. Permanent rules for the program went into effect July 1, 2009. The rules are 
authorized by the Oklahoma Carbon Sequestration Enhancement Act. Persons conducting verification of 
agricultural carbon offsets under the Oklahoma Carbon Program (OCP) shall use protocols written or 
approved by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission. 

1.2 Description 
The Oklahoma Carbon Program (OCP) is a voluntary program for the verification, certification, and 
registration of voluntary carbon offsets and avoided emissions. OCP provides project verification 
services for aggregators and buyers of carbon offsets and also offers third-party verification of 
anthropogenic carbon dioxide (CO2) stored by the oil and gas sector during enhanced oil recovery. The 
purpose of the OCP is to improve soil, water, and air quality by encouraging Oklahomans to voluntarily 
implement practices that sequester greenhouse gases (GHG). The purpose of verification is to provide 
an independent third party review of project sites, data, and implementation methods to determine if a 
project has sequestered an expected amount of GHG. 
 
1.3 Objectives 
The OCP strives to provide the following to Oklahomans: 

• Oversight of carbon market transactions in Oklahoma 
• Information about carbon sequestration 
• Quality verification and certification of Oklahoma carbon offsets 
• Financial opportunities for Oklahoma farmers, ranchers, forestland managers, oil and gas and 

utility operators, who take action to sequester greenhouse gases 
• Funding opportunities for Oklahoma Conservation Districts 

 

2.0 About this Document 
 
This soil sampling methodology was developed to allow the trained non-scientist to collect soil samples 
from fields during field verification of agricultural practices for the purpose of expanding Oklahoma’s soil 
carbon data set, eventually allowing for a more accurate monetary valuation of Oklahoma carbon 
offsets. 

The soil sampling protocol described here was developed and tested to provide a consistent and cost 
effective way to monitor organic carbon mass (OCM) with the primary goal to determine the amount of 
carbon sequestered in a pool of aggregated acres under contract for carbon offset payments. The 
secondary goal was to use the site specific data collected to determine the impacts of soil type, land 
management, and geographic location on the rate of carbon sequestration. Realization of the first goal 
allows for accurate valuation of carbon credits generated from the aggregated acres under contract 
during the contract period. Realization of the second goal through long term monitoring will improve 
current soil carbon sequestration rate estimates and allow carbon credit payments to take into 
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consideration site specific variables instead of current practice-based payments based on regional 
default values.   

Determining the amount of carbon sequestration in each field is not a goal of this protocol.  We assume 
that the variability in soil carbon stocks across a typical field in the region would limit the success of 
efforts to determine the carbon sequestered on a field-by-field basis. During the assessment of data 
collected during testing of this protocol, this assumption was validated: Practical limitations to accurate 
determination of carbon sequestered in a four-year period on a site-by-site basis are severe. Only 4% of 
the sites sampled could be monitored with 10 or fewer cores being collected. It is important that sample 
numbers be limited so that site disturbance and costs are limited.     

3.0 Applicability 
 
This protocol was developed and tested for use in no-till cropland and planted grasslands. It is for use by 
persons trained in soil sampling methods. It is limited to soils that are less than 5% gravel because it has 
not been tested in soils with greater than 5% gravel due to the limitations of using soil probes in gravely 
soil.  However, if augers were used to collect the soil sample, these methods could likely be adapted to 
gravely soils if accurate measures of soil mass could be achieved. When project costs allow, and with 
land manager consent, the OCP uses these methods to collect soil samples during verification of fields 
under carbon contract.   
 

4.0 Soil Sampling Rationale 
 
Quantification of soil organic carbon (SOC) for the purpose of monitoring carbon sequestration rates is 
challenging due to the dynamic nature of SOC and the high level of spatial variability relative to the total 
mass of SOC in most soil.  Past efforts to estimate the impact of soil management on organic carbon 
mass (OCM) and carbon sequestration rates in Oklahoma were based on small data sets. These small 
data sets were insufficient to provide accurate estimates of carbon sequestration on a regional scale as 
is needed for the implementation of a carbon credit market based on soil carbon sequestration. This is 
particularly true for regions such as Western Oklahoma where there is tremendous variability in soil 
type, management, and climate. Accordingly, research was conducted in recent years in Oklahoma to fill 
gaps in current literature to ensure that the sampling protocol used by the Oklahoma Carbon Program is 
appropriate for soil conditions found in the Southern Plains. This supporting research is presented in the 
appendices at the end of this report and is intended to support the sampling methods described in this 
document. 

4.1 Twenty-Two Sample Sites (220 Cores) are Sufficient to Measure a 
Statistically Significant Change of 0.8 Mg C per Hectare  
The OCP includes soil sampling during field verification, when project costs allow, so we can to grow the 
Oklahoma soils database for future research. We assume that the variability in soil carbon stocks across 
a typical field in the region would limit the success of efforts to determine the carbon sequestered on a 
field-by-field basis. An Oklahoma State University sampling study evaluated variability in organic carbon 
mass measured in no-till and planted grassland soils. This study showed that soil carbon mass was 
affected by soil texture as determined from SURGO data but that no other SURGO data variable affected 
measured carbon mass or its variability within a sample site. The data analysis showed that variability 
between sites and within sites was strongly influenced by variability in organic carbon concentrations 
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and that variability in bulk density had limited impact. This suggests that an average bulk density could 
be used when the objective is to monitor the change in carbon mass across multiple locations but that 
bulk density would still be required to monitor changes at each sample site to determine the impact of 
site specific variables on carbon dynamics. This study was also used to determine the minimum number 
of samples required to measure a significant change in carbon mass if it occurs. See Appendix A: 
Evaluation of Variation in Organic Carbon Mass. 

Analysis of data from 47 sample sites located throughout Western Oklahoma was used to determine a 
pooled standard deviation of 2.15 for the soil carbon mass in Oklahoma soils (Appendix A).  Power 
analysis was performed to determine the number of samples and sample sites required to be 80% 
confident in finding a significant real increase in carbon mass equal to the estimated sequestration rate 
of 0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1 currently used by the Oklahoma carbon program to calculate offset payments for 
conversion to no-till  (OCC 2011).  Power analysis allows us to determine how many samples are 
required to measure a given significant difference, 0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1 in this case.  As shown in Table 1 
below, longer intervals between sampling dates should allow for larger potential differences and, 
therefore, fewer required samples.   

Table 1: The number of cores required to be 80% confident in finding a significant (p<0.05) increase in 
carbon mass in a fixed mass of soil equal to the estimated sequestration rate of 0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1 for 
1 to 10 years of sequestration. The number of sites was determined assuming that 10 cores are 
collected from each site.  

# of 
years 

Estimated 
Sequestration 

# of cores 
required 

# of sites 
sampled 

 
Mg C ha-1  

 1 0.3 1997 200 
2 0.5 501 50 
3 0.8 224 22 
4 1.1 127 13 
5 1.4 82 8 
6 1.6 58 6 
7 1.9 43 4 
8 2.2 34 3 
9 2.4 27 3 

10 2.7 23 2 
 

If the sample sites are randomly selected from the aggregated acres as described in this protocol, only 
22 sites are required to measure the significant increase in carbon stocks that is expected in three years 
based on current sequestration rate estimates (Table 1). However, given the high uncertainty about the 
current estimates and the potential for destruction of the sample sites, it is recommended that 60 sites 
be initiated to insure the appropriate level of data collection to determine the impact of soil type, 
landscape position, management, etc. on carbon sequestration. Experience has shown that the number 
of sample sites should be in excess of the actual number needed to monitor carbon because of potential 
for destruction of the sample sites due to tillage or oil and gas exploration activity.  

Other protocols require that multiple sample sites be located within each contracted field and that the 
number of sites be proportional to the size of the field such that the field and its variability are properly 
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represented.  This is optimal when funding is sufficient and when the interest in knowing the field-by-
field sequestration rate is high enough to warrant the cost.  Appendix A describes data collected during 
the testing of this protocol that suggests that an impractical number of samples (115) would be required 
from each site to provide site-by-site monitoring of OCM.     

4.2 Use of a Soil Push Probe Provides Reliable Soil Carbon Measurement Results 
Versus a Hydraulic Probe 
The OCP uses closed tube push probes for field sampling because they are easier to use and more cost-
effective, and provide scientifically sound results. Research by Oklahoma State University concluded that 
carbon mass measurements were comparable to those achieved with hydraulic probes. The field 
sampling study evaluated the impact of soil probe type on soil carbon mass measurements. This study 
determined that a manually operated push probe with a cutting diameter of 2.67 cm would cause an 
increase in bulk density in the 0-10 cm depth increment, in turn causing an over estimation of carbon 
mass compared to the use of a hydraulically driven probe with a cutting diameter of 3.98 cm when the 
fixed depth method of calculating carbon mass was used.  However, when the fixed soil mass method of 
calculating carbon mass in the minimum soil mass was used there were no differences among the three 
probe types evaluated.  In fact, the push probe provided improved results because its use significantly 
decreased variability in carbon mass. See Appendix B: Assessment of Three Soil Probes to Monitor 
Carbon mass. 

4.3 The Coefficient of Variation for Organic Carbon Concentration Increases to 
Above 10% when the Ratio of Inorganic C: Total Carbon is Greater Than 0.40 
The OCP uses total carbon minus inorganic carbon on most samples because analytical variability in the 
resulting organic carbon concentration is below ten percent except when the ratio is greater than 0.40. 
An Oklahoma State University laboratory study evaluated the impact that inorganic carbon in a soil 
sample has on determination of organic carbon concentrations. This study shows that the coefficient of 
variation for organic carbon concentration increases to above 10% when the ratio or inorganic carbon: 
total carbon is greater than 0.40. See Appendix C: Influence of Inorganic Carbon Concentrations on 
Variability in Organic Carbon Concentrations. 

4.4 Using the Fixed Mass Method of Calculating Soil Carbon Mass can Correct 
Differences in Organic Carbon Mass Caused by Shrink-Swell Soils 
The OCP uses the fixed mass method of calculating soil carbon mass. An Oklahoma State University 
study evaluated the changes in bulk density that can occur in a shrink-swell soil due to changes in soil 
moisture. The data show that measured bulk density can change significantly within a 30 day period.  
This change appears to result from compression of macropores when soils are moist, causing a higher 
bulk density compared to when soils are dry. The resulting difference in organic carbon mass can be 
corrected by using the fixed mass method of calculating soil carbon mass. See Appendix D:  Changes in 
Bulk Density and Carbon Stock Estimates in Shrink-Swell Soils. 
 

5.0 Sampling  

5.1 Timing 
Sampling is aligned with field verification timing for each agricultural practice type. Typically this would 
during the months of October through January for winter wheat fields and 30-60 days after planting 
spring wheat.   
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5.2 Frequency 
The OCP will sample as the project budget allows. When funding allows, the goal for each project is to 
collect at 50 different fields to sufficiently represent the variation of soil types and get a robust sampling 
of the management, climate and soil within the aggregated acres. Based on past experiences we expect 
that the integrity of sample sites will be lost for various reasons such as oil and gas pipeline installation, 
fire, or tillage. Fifty sites is the number based on the expectation of returning to 22 intact sites at a three 
year frequency. Research conducted by Oklahoma State University shows that sampling 22 sites will 
allow for statistically significant measurement of expected organic carbon sequestration.  

5.3 Sample Site Selection 
Sample sites are selected randomly in each field under contract. This ensures that the samples collected 
provide a best estimate of carbon sequestration in the aggregated acres under contract.  Sample sites in 
each field are selected using the random point generator in ArcGIS. This provides latitude and longitude 
coordinates that are used to locate the center of the sampling site. The sample site is a three meter 
radius circle surrounding the center of the sample site.   

5.4 Number of Sample Sites 
Ideally, a sample site would be placed in each field under contract for carbon credit payment.  However, 
since time and money are typically limited, a minimum number of sample sites are utilized to monitor 
the aggregate sequestration.  The number of samples required is determined by the variability in carbon 
mass.   

5.5 Soil Sample Collection Field Form 
The soil sample collection field form records the latitude and longitude of the sample site, and other 
information needed to track the sample back to its origin. It is labeled with a 10 digit identifier that is 
comprised of the producer identification number, field number, location number (county code), core 
number (there are 10 cores taken per site), and depth (the core is cut at three depths). The form 
contains a key to explain the 10 digit identifier. 
 

6.0 Methods 
 
The protocol has been evaluated using three different types of probe.  The first probe used is a hydraulic 
probe (HP) (Giddings #25-TS Model HDGSRTS, cutting diameter 3.99 cm). The second probe is a 
push/hand probe (PP) (cutting diameter 2.67 cm).  This probe is commercially available from AMS Inc. 
and is described as a 1 1/4" x 24" plated replaceable tip soil recovery probe.  This push probe can be 
fitted with a hammer head cross handle to allow for sample collection during dry conditions.  The third 
sampler evaluated is the slide hammer probe (SH) (cutting diameter 4.8 cm).  This sampler is also 
commercially available from AMS Inc. as the 2" x 12" soil core sampler.   

Appendix B provides data demonstrating that any of these probes can be used interchangeably to 
monitor soil carbon stocks, given that the fixed mass method is used to calculate carbon stocks.  It must 
also be noted that the probe tube must be a solid tube such that contamination does not occur as it is 
extracted from the soil.  
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Equipment Needed 

• GPS 
• Solid tube soil probe with tip and probe cap  
• Soil probe hammerhead attachment and hammer 
• Crescent wrench for probe cap 
• Wooden dowel 
• Tape measure 
• 11 surveyor flags 
• Spatula 
• Clipboard 
• Sharpie markers and ink pen 
• Field sheets 
• Ice chest / Cooler 
• Plastic ziplock bags (1-quart size, 3 per core sample, 30 per site) 
• Cradle for cutting core  

 
Equipment Preparation 
Cradle for cutting core. Cut in half a 4 inch diameter PVC pipe to use as a cradle for the soil core. Mark 
the cradle at 4, 8, and 12 inches. 
 
Assembling the probe. Attach the probe tip to the bottom of the probe by screwing it in. 
Attach the hammer head top by screwing it on until it won’t turn anymore. Make sure it is on straight, 
with the threads aligned, before beginning to hammer or push. 
 
Labeling sample bags. 30 baggies are labeled for each sample location. That is 10 bags for each depth 
increment as follows: 0-4 in., 4-8 in., 8-12 in. 
 

6.1 Soil Core Collection with Push Probe 
Ten cores are collected from each site to a depth of 30 cm and segmented into 0-10, 10-20, and 20-30 
cm segments.  Probes can be pushed or hammered into the soil to a depth no less than 30 cm.  It is 
suggested that the probe be forced to a depth of approximately 35 cm because the bottom of the core 
will often fall from the tip of the probe or be damaged while trying to push the core from the probe and 
it is necessary to collect the top 30 cm of soil intact.   

6.1.1 Identifying the Sample Location 

1. Use a GPS with WAAS capability to pinpoint the sample location coordinates (provided).  
 

2. Place a flag at the GPS coordinate to mark the center of the sample location.  Place flags in a 
circle within a radius of 10 ft (3m) around the center of the sample locations. 
 
 
 

 



 Oklahoma Carbon Program 
Soil Sampling Methodology v.2013 

 

10 

3. Prepare to collect 10 cores at random points within a 10 ft radius of the sample location by 
locating the core sample sites: Walk back and forth across the sample location in a zigzag 
pattern and place the tip of the probe down at random sample points. 
 

6.1.2 Obtaining the Soil Core 

1. Remove crop residue from the surface at each sample site before forcing the probe into the soil, 
but do not disturb or scrape away the soil surface.  If the probe tip comes down on the crown of 
an intact plant, simply move the probe tip to one side just off of the crown. If a probe is pushed 
through residue or the crown of a living plant the resulting core can become distorted, which 
can cause errors in the bulk density value.  
 

2. Collect 10 cores at random points within a 10 ft radius of the sample location: Push without 
twisting, or hammer, the probe into the soil vertically to a depth of 14 inches (Fig.1). The depth 
greater than 12 inches is used to ensure that a 12 inch core is extracted: Sometimes a portion of 
the core can be lost from the tip due to the suction created when pulling it from the soil.  Do not 
twist the probe into or out of the ground. 
 

 
Figure 1:  Probe hammered 14 inches into the  
ground 
 

3. Remove the probe from the soil by bending your legs, pushing and pulling the probe back and 
forth, while using your leg strength to pull straight up on the hammer head handles. Use a lever 
if necessary to avoid straining your back. 
 

4. Take the probe to the cradle on a flat work surface. 
 

6.1.3 Removing the Core 

1. Place the opened plastic ziplock bag labeled “0-4” at the end of the cradle (Fig. 2).  
 

2. Place a spatula on the outside of the bag pressed firmly against the cradle (Fig. 2). If you are 
working on the ground, use the hammerhead and clipboard to brace the spatula against the 
cradle. 
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Figure 2:  The spatula held firmly against the cradle assures that 
the core can be pushed flush to the end of the cradle before 
cutting. If working on the ground instead of a truck, place the 
hammer head and clipboard behind the spatula. 

 
 

3. Unscrew the hammer head from the probe tube and place it at the end of the cradle, if working 
on the ground. 
 

4. Lay the probe into the cradle with the top end of the probe touching the spatula through the 
bag.  
 

5. Place the wooden dowel into the bottom end of the probe (end that went into soil) and use it to 
push the core gently out the top of the probe onto the cradle while pulling the probe toward 
you (Fig. 3). For best results, pull the probe up the push rod (broom stick works well as a push 
rod) instead of pushing the rod into the probe. This will allow the core to lay down on the PVC 
cradle instead of being pushed up the PVC, this is particularly important for dry sandy soils or 
dry soils with small aggregates near the surface that easily fall apart. 
 
Note: When clay type soils are wet, they may stick to the internal walls of the probe. To prevent 
this, lubricate as necessary. A silicon-based lubricant is recommended to prevent potential 
contamination from petroleum-based lubricants, particularly when using probes with a cutting 
diameter less than 3.2 cm. The smaller cores contain less soil mass, which increases sensitivity to 
contamination. 
 

Figure 3:  A broom 
stick handle with one 
end cut flat can be 
used to push the core 
from the probe tube. 

 
6. Position the core so that the top of the core is at the zero mark of the cradcle. Keep the end of 

the soil core flush with the end of the cradle and touching the spatula through the inside of the 
ziplock bag (Fig. 4). Try to keep the cylindrical shape of the core intact as much as possible to 
prevent mixing of the different soil depths. Note: If the entire soil core is removed and then 
pushed into place, looser soil will fall apart and result in mixing of soils from different depths, 
which will cause inaccurate laboratory results when the soil is analyzed.  
 

  
Figure 4:  Core must be pushed flush to the end of the 
PVC cradle.  This can be achieved by bracing the spatula 
or clipboard at the end of the cradle and pushing the 
dowel forward while pulling the probe back. If necessary, 
push the core gently forward with the spatula. 
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6.1.4 Cutting the Core 

1. Cut the core with the spatula at the 4 inch mark and push the cut portion of the core into the “0-
4” bag (Fig. 5-6) that has been labeled with the sample identifier.  Remove and close the bag. 

Figure 5: Rounded putty knife fits into the PVC cradle for cutting the core 
 
 

2. Realign the core at the 4 inch mark because the core remaining in the cradle may have moved 
during the cutting process.  
 

3. Place the bag labeled “4-8” at the end of the cradle, and cut the core with the spatula at the 8 
inch mark.  Remove and close the bag.  
 

4. Realign the core at the 8 inch mark. Place the bag labeled “8-12” at the end of the cradle, and 
cut the core with the spatula at the 12 inch mark. Remove and close the bag.  
 

5. Discard onto the ground the remaining 2 inches of soil left in the cradle. 
 

 
 
Figure 6:  Core is cut at marks on the PVC 
cradle at 4, 8, and 12 inches from the end and 
pushed into labeled ziplock bags 
 

 

6.1.5 Sample Labeling, Storage and Shipment 

1. Mark each soil sample bag with the sample identification number (provided on soil sample 
information sheet).  
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2. Place the soil samples in an ice chest (if during summertime) to minimize fluctuations in 
temperature and transport to a refrigerator as soon as possible (particularly important if 
samples are collected when air temperatures high).   
 

3. Label the soil sample information sheet with the date and time the samples were collected. 
 

4. Include on the form a precise measure (±1/16th of an inch) of the cutting diameter of the probe 
tip used.  
 

5. Place the information sheets in a box with the soil samples and ship with 2-3 day delivery (in 
summertime ship with overnight delivery) as directed. 
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Appendix A: Evaluation of Variation in Organic Carbon Mass 

Objectives  
The purpose of this study is to 1) determine if SSURGO data can be related to measured carbon stocks 
and variability in those measurements, 2) determine the minimum number of samples required to 
measure expected significant change in carbon stocks, 3) determine if the fixed mass method for 
calculating carbon stocks can reduce variability resulting from variability in bulk density.   

Materials and Methods 
 
Sampling and Sample Preparation 

The study was conducted on 47 fields in Alfalfa, Major, Caddo, Garfield, Greer, and Washita counties of 
Oklahoma.  Out of 47 fields, 32 fields are under no-till cropland systems and 15 fields are under 
grasslands management.  Winter wheat dominates the no-till cropping systems in the region and is 
generally planted two or more years in a row.  If crop rotation is practiced, the producers generally 
utilize sorghum, canola, or cotton in a one crop per year system.  However, most fields had been in 
continuous wheat since initiation of no-till management.  The grass fields represented Bermuda grass as 
well as native mixed grass.   

A list of producers participating in the Oklahoma Carbon Program was obtained from the Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission.  Participation means that the producers agree to maintain the fields in 
permanent no-till or planted grass during the contract period and will receive a carbon credit payment 
annually.  Producers were contacted and asked if they would allow the collection of soil samples from 
the contracted fields.  When producers agreed to sample collection, the legal descriptions and 
management information were obtained from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.  Field 
boundaries were drawn in ArcMap 10 (ESRI) and the random point generator in the ArcToolbox was 
used to generate sample points within each field. 

At each sample point a 3 m radius circle was marked around the random point and 10 cores were taken 
in that circle with a tractor-operated hydraulic probe. The tractor-operated hydraulic probe (cutting 
edge diameter of 3.98 cm) used in this study was a Giddings #25-TS Model HDGSRTS (Giddings Machine 
Company, Windsor, CO).  The GPS location at which each core was extracted was recorded using a 
Trimble GeoXH GPS receiver.  

Cores were extracted to a depth of 30 cm and cut into 0-10, 10-20, and 20-30 cm segments.  The 
segments were packed in ziplock plastic bags and placed in an ice chest until transported and stored in a 
refrigerator at 4◦C.   Ziplock bags with wet soil were weighed and a subsample (~20 gm) was weighed 
into an aluminum weigh boat.  This subsample soil was dried at 110◦C for 24 hours and then weighed to 
determined moisture content.  The soil remaining in the ziplock bag was transferred to a paper bag and 
allowed to dry at 65◦C for one week and then ground and sieved through a 2 mm sieve.  Moisture 
content was used to determine dry soil mass in the ziplock bag and further to determine bulk density.   
The sieved soil was analyzed for total carbon after weighing 0.2400-0.2500 g into a tin foil cup using the 
dry combustion method (Kalembasa and Jenkinson, 1973) in a Leco analyzer.  Inorganic carbon was 
determined using Pressure Calcimeter (Sherrod et al., 2002).  Soil pH was determined on a 1:1, 
soil:deionized H2O mixture after a 30 minute equilibration period.   

Measured values of carbon stocks were pooled by various mapping unit variables from the SSURGO data 
to determine if SSURGO data could be used to estimate carbon stocks and the variability expected.  
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Lastly, power analysis was used to determine the minimum number of samples required to observe 
significant change expected to occur if sequestration is occurring at the current estimated rate.   

Calculation of Carbon Stock 

Previous research has shown that variation in the measurement of bulk density can cause significant 
errors in the quantification of soil carbon density (Wilson, 2011; Ellert and Bettany 1995; Ellert et al. 
2002).   Gifford and Roderick (2003) proposed the cumulative mass method as an alternative to the fixed 
depth method.  The cumulative mass method calculates carbon density found in a constant mass of soil 
instead of a constant depth and therefore may reduce errors associated with changes in bulk density.  In 
this method, depth varies so that each sample contains the same dry mass per unit area.  

The fixed mass approach to calculating OCM was adopted from Gifford and Roderick (2003).  
Specifically, the total length of the core was represented by Zb and the surface subsection is represented 
by Za with the cumulative dry soil masses to the respective depths denoted by ms(zb) and  ms(za) and 
the cumulative mass of soil C, cs (zb) and cs (za). The target or “Fixed” cumulative mass of dry soil is 
denoted by ms (t) and the corresponding cumulative mass of soil C that we are looking for is denoted as 
cs (t). Through linear interpolation, the resulting equation is 

𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) = 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) +  
𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) − 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)
𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) −𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) �𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) − 𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)�. 

The soil mass up to 30 cm depth for each core was calculated. The minimum soil mass among the cores 
collected was selected as the fixed mass which was 3690 Mg ha-1 this is equal to a bulk density of 1.23 g 
cm-3 in the surface 30 cm of soil. The soil mass of 0-20 cm depth of every core is subtracted from this 
fixed mass.  The resulting mass of soils is multiplied by the concentration of carbon found in the 20-30 
cm segment of the core.  This value is then added to the mass of carbon in the 0-10 and 10-20 cm 
depths, which is simply calculated by multiplying the mass in each depth by the OCC found in each 
depth.    

It is expected that use of the cumulative mass method will reduce variability in the carbon density 
resulting from variability in bulk density measurements, thereby decreasing the standard deviation and 
minimizing the number of samples required to measure carbon sequestration over time.   

The soil texture data was obtained from SSURGO.  SSURGO data for each county involved in this study 
was downloaded from USDA Soil Data Mart (Web Soil Survey).  Each soil mapping unit in SSURGO data 
has multiple soil series; however, most of the mapping units involved in this study were consociations 
except one which was complex.  Therefore, soil texture for the major soil series in the mapping unit was 
used.  Since there is variation in the depth of different horizons in a single soil series, the depth of 
horizons were averaged.  Major soil series in most of the mapping units had average A horizon depth of 
more than 30 cm.  For those which had average A horizon depth less than 30 cm, the texture of 
subsequent horizons was evaluated.  In those soils having an A horizon less than 30 cm, the texture of 
the horizon immediately below the A horizon was not different from the A horizon. 

Statistical analysis 

The PROC MIX procedure in SAS was used to calculate the difference of least squares means for mean 
separation presented.  The PROC POWER procedure in SAS was used to determine the fractional N total 
(cores required) based on the standard deviation of means calculated for each sample location and the 
pooled standard deviations.  A nominal power of 0.80 was used to set the type II error at 0.20, and the 
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type I error was set at 0.05 for all power analyses.  The standard deviation measured at each site, as well 
as the pooled standard deviation, was used in these analyses.  The pooled standard deviation for the 
data set was calculated as the square root of the mean squared error term in ANOVA generated by the 
PROC GLM procedure in SAS.  These power analyses were conducted for soil organic carbon mass as 
calculated on a fixed mass (3478 Mg soil) basis. 

Results and Discussion 
Samples were collected from a wide range of soil types containing broad range of organic carbon mass 
(OCM) in the surface 30 cm (Table A-1).  The average OCM as calculated using the fixed mass method 
found in two Grandfield loamy sand soils was 3.8 Mg C ha-1.  In contrast, an Aspermont silt loam 
contained 28.0 Mg C ha-1.  This difference demonstrates the diversity in  

Table a-1: Average organic carbon stock per hectare (OCM) in different soil series and their 
corresponding average coefficient of variation (CV) as calculated using fixed mass method   
Series1 N OCM SD CV 
  ---------Mg ha-1------- % 
Abilene Silt Loam 1 22.5 0.8   3.4 
Aspermont Silt Loam 1 28.0 1.0   3.5 
Burford-Tillman complex 1 20.6 5.0 24.4 
Carey Loam 2 21.9 1.0   4.7 
Grandfield Loamy Sand 2   3.8 1.1 29.8 
Grant Silt Loam 1 25.7 3.2 12.6 
Lovedale Fine Sandy Loam 1 14.8 1.6 10.5 
Meno Loamy Fine Sand 4 10.1 1.6 17.1 
Minco Sandy Loam 3 19.5 2.4 12.4 
Nobscot Fine Sand 3 11.0 1.8 17.8 
Obaro Silty Clay Loam 2 20.6 2.7 14.9 
Pond Creek Silt Loam 1 23.3 1.6   7.0 
Port Silt Loam 1 15.8 0.6   3.6 
Reinach Very Fine Sandy Loam 1 11.3 2.5 22.2 
Renfrow Silty Clay Loam 2 27.1 4.0 14.9 
St. Paul Silt Loam 8 24.5 1.7   6.2 
Tillman Clay Loam  2 26.4 1.7 12.1 
Westview Silt Loam 1 27.3 1.7   6.3 
1 Soil series used is the major series in the mapping unit. Most of the mapping units are consociation 
with major series occupying more than 75% of the area, except Burford-Tillman complex system  
 

OCM represented within this study.  A wide range in the amount of variability in OCM is also presented 
in Table A-1.  The coefficients of variation (CV) presented were as little as 3.4% for one Abilene silt loam 
and as large 29.8%, which was the average CV for the two Grandfield loamy sand soils.  When OCM was 
calculated on a fixed depth basis (Table A-2), the relative difference among the soil series did not differ; 
however, the OCM were higher for the fixed depth method.  The standard deviation for OCM as 
calculated with the fixed mass method was lower than the standard deviation of OCM calculated with 
the fixed depth method. On the other hand, CVs for the fixed mass method are higher (with few 
exceptions) than those calculated with the fixed depth method.  It should be noted that the mass 
selected for the fixed mass calculation was the minimum among the cores and all other cores were 
truncated to achieve it, such that the lower OCM values in fixed mass calculation were expected.  The 
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higher CVs resulting from using the fixed mass method are a result of the decrease in average OCM and 
a slight change in standard deviation.   

 

Table A-2: Average organic carbon stock per hectare (OCM) in different soil series1 and their 
corresponding percent coefficient of variation (CV) as calculated using fixed depth method   
Series1 N OCM SD CV 
  ---------Mg ha-1------- % 
Abilene Silt Loam 1 27.8 1.2   4.4 
Aspermont Silt Loam 1 30.5 1.3   4.3 
Burford-Tillman Complex 1 25.0 7.3 29.3 
Carey Loam 2 26.6 1.4   4.7 
Grandfield Loamy Sand 2   4.2 1.1 27.1 
Grant Silt Loam 1 30.0 4.6 15.4 
Lovedale Fine Sandy Loam 1 17.5 1.9 11.0 
Meno Loamy Fine Sand 4 10.9 1.7 16.7 
Minco Sandy Loam 3 25.8 2.4   9.5 
Nobsco Fine Sand 3 13.2 2.4 19.2 
Obaro Silty Clay Loam 2 25.1 3.2 14.0 
Pond Creek Silt Loam 10 27.2 1.9   7.1 
Port Silt Loam 1 18.1 0.5   3.0 
Reinach Very Fine Sandy Loam 1 13.2 2.6 19.4 
Renfrow Silty Clay Loam 2 32.1 4.1 12.8 
St. Paul Silt Loam 8 31.0 2.7   8.7 
Tillman Clay Loam 2 32.8 2.2   6.5 
Westview Silt Loam 1 32.1 1.5   4.8 
1 Soil series used is the major series in the mapping unit. Most of the mapping units are consociation 
with major series occupying more than 75% of the area, except Burford-Tillman complex system  
 
The variation observed between soil types as well as within sample locations presents challenges to 
efforts to monitor organic carbon stocks and provide useful estimates of carbon sequestration or loss.  
Therefore, an effort was made to determine if SSURGO data and land management information could be 
used to categorize the soil types into those that may allow for easier monitoring of carbon stocks and 
those that present challenges. 

The effect of land management can be observed in Table A-3.  In this study there were 15 grass fields 
and 32 no-till cropland fields.  The OCM, standard deviation, and CV were not affected by management 
system (Table A-3).  It should be pointed out again that the grass fields were previously cultivated.  
Some fields were planted to improved grasses for hay production and others were planted as a result of 
enrollment in the conservation reserve program.  The common practice in the area is to plant grass to 
those cropland fields that are low in grain crop productivity or highly erodible.  Therefore, the results of 
this analysis are likely confounded by crop history and soil type.  However, the diversity in soil types did 
not allow for analysis of management within each soil type.  
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Table A-3: Average organic carbon mass (OCM), average standard deviation (SD) and average 
coefficient of variation (CV) under grassland and no-till system as calculated through fixed depth and 
fixed mass method.  
Method Management System OCM SD CV 

  ---------Mg  ha-1--------- % 
Fixed Depth     
 Grass (N = 15) 22.1a 2.4a 13.9a 
 No-till ( N = 32) 25.1a 2.3a 10.2a 
Fixed Mass     
 Grass 19.1a 2.1a 14.8a 
 No-till 20.8a 1.7a   9.5b 
 
Table A-4 shows the effect of texture category on OCM and CV.  When using both the fixed depth and 
fixed mass method, the soils containing > 60% sand had significantly lower OCM than the remaining 
texture categories.   The remaining textural classes were not significantly different from each other.  Our 
results are in agreement with findings of Gosling and Parson (2013) and Meersmans et al. (2008) who 
reported that soils with large amounts of sand have lower OCM when compared to those containing 
higher clay contents. Meersmans et al. (2008) used the Belgian textural triangle, where clay soils have 
>30% clay. Goslings and Parsons (2013) (for Great Plains of US) and Meersmans et al. (2008) (for soils in 
Belgium) in their separate studies reported a significant effect of texture on total soil organic matter. 
Clay and silt appear to retain the heavy fraction of soil organic matter by protecting it in micropores out 
of the reach of microbes or by forming organo-mineral complexes with clay minerals (Christensen 1996; 
Hassink 1992; Schimel 1985; Sorensen 1981). 

Table A-4: Average of organic carbon mass (OCM) and coefficient of variation (CV) in soils with 
different proportion of sand, silt and clay 
Method Sand Silt Clay Soil type Number of Sites OCM CV 
 -------------%-----------   Mg ha-1 % 
Fixed Depth        
  <15 >60 <25 1 26 28.7b   7.7a 
 <10 >60 >30 2 2 25.1b   14.0ab 
 <30 <40 >30 3 5 31.0b 13.6b 
 <35 <45 <20 4 2 24.0b   4.4a 
 >60 <25 <15 5 12 11.3a 19.0b 
Fixed Mass        
 <15 >60 <25 1 26 23.8b    7.3ab 
 <10 >60 >30 2 2 20.6b   14.9bcd 
 <30 <40 >30 3 5 26.7b 13.2c 
 <35 <45 <20 4 2 20.0b   4.3a 
 >60 <25 <15 5 12 9.9a 19.3d 
 
Soils having more clay fraction have a higher proportion of micropores of diameter <0.2 micro meter 
(Hassink, 1992; Hassink, 1993), which does not allow microbes to decompose the organic 
matter/biomass trapped in these pores. Similarly, soils with higher clay content due to their higher 
aggregation capacity trap the organic matter in aggregates or encapsulate it, thus protecting it from 
decaying by microbes (Kölbl and Knabner, 2004; Krull et al 2003). In contrast, Hassink (1994) did not find 
any relation of carbon decomposition with soil texture. In addition, Epinset et al. (2013) reported that 
texture along with precipitation influences decomposition rates, where sands have higher rates of 
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decomposition than clay for a given amount of precipitation.  The available water capacity of soil 
influences net primary productivity, where the available water capacity increases with silt content of the 
soil (Burke et al. 1989). However, there is a feedback mechanism with respect to the impact of 
precipitation which supports productivity as well as enhances decomposition of soil organic matter 
(Burke et al. 1989).   

In addition to containing the lowest OCM, the soils with > 60% sand (Table A-4) had the highest average 
CV, regardless of calculation method.  In fact, it was significantly higher than all other textural categories 
except for the soil containing < 10 sand, > 60 silt, and > 30 clay.  Those texture categories with < 25% 
clay and < 35% sand had the lowest CVs.  This indicates that loam soils have lower levels of variability 
within a sample site compared to sandy and clayey soils.    

Table A-5: Organic carbon concentration (OCC) and percent coefficient of variation (CV) in soil with 
different proportion of sand, silt, and clay. 

Sand Silt Clay Soil type Number of Sites OCC CV 
-------------%------------   g kg-1 % 

<15 >60 <25 1 26 6.7a 7.5a 
<10 >60 >30 2 2 5.9a 14.5ab 
<30 <40 >30 3 5 7.5a 14.4b 
<35 <45 <20 4 2 5.8a 4.5a 
>60 <25 <15 5 12 2.7b 19.6b 

 
The organic carbon concentration (OCC) follows the same trend as OCM with respect to the impact of 
texture (Table C- 5). The OCC in soils containing >60% sand was significantly lower than in the remaining 
textural classes.   

The variation in OCC was highest in sandy soils followed by soils with >30% clay.  This is in agreement 
with findings of Merry and Spouncer (1988), who reported an increase in CV of carbon concentration 
with decrease in carbon concentration. Merry and Spouncer (1988) analyzed the interaction of sample 
weight, furnace temperature and carbon concentration for four different soils. They observed a 
maximum CV of 7.1% in soils having a minimum OCC of 4.8 g kg-1.  The high CV is a result of being near 
the detection limit of the analysis (dry combustion method).  In the current study, the second highest CV 
was observed in soils with > 30% clay content, and most of these clayey contained carbonates.  The 
average total carbon concentration in soils with >30% clay was 13.3 g kg-1, which is approximately twice 
the OCC.  Thus, the higher total carbon concentration (organic carbon + inorganic carbon) in soils 
containing carbonates might have elevated CV (refer to Appendix C).  The suitable weight for a majority 
of the soils is 0.2-0.3 g (Carr, 1973), which has been used in this study. The current study shows high 
variation in sandy soils with the lowest organic carbon concentration and in soil with the highest total 
carbon concentration. 

The bulk density was not significantly affected by soil texture (Table A-6); however, soil texture had a 
significant effect on the CV for bulk density (Table A-4). The bulk density CVs were lowest for the soils 
containing >60% sand but only significantly lower than the CV for the soils containing >60% silt.   
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Table A-6: Bulk density (BD), its standard deviation (SD) and percent coefficient of variation (CV) in 
soil with different proportion of sand, silt and clay. 
Sand  Silt  Clay Soil type Number of Sites Avg. BD  CV 
---------------%-----------------    Mg m-3   % 
<15 >60 <25 1 26  1.44a 3.6b 
<10 >60 >30 2 2  1.42a 5.7c 
<30 <40 >30 3 5  1.41a 3.5ab 
<35 <45 <20 4 2  1.39a 3.0ab 
>60 <25 <15 5 12  1.48a 2.8a 
 
Table A-7 simplifies the data by presenting OCM found in 3 texture classes and the average SD and CV 
for both calculation methods. This presentation shows that the absolute error as indicated by the SD is 
similar for soils containing > 60 % silt or sand which have lower SD than compared to the soils containing 
> 30% clay. In contrast, because the soils containing >60% silt have OCM values equivalent to the soils 
containing > 30 % clay, the CV for the silt soils is approximately half of that found for the sand and clay 
soils.      

Assessment of Tables A-4, 5, and 6 suggests that the relative variability in OCM as evaluated using CV is 
dominated by variability in the OCC as indicated by the fact that the effects of texture class on the CV 
values for OCM and OCC were similar and that the CV in bulk density did not follow a similar trend. In 
order to fully understand how measured OCC and bulk density values influenced absolute error in the 
OCM estimate, regression analysis was used to determine if the average OCC or average bulk density in 
the 0-30 cm sample depth were related to the average SD values for the OCM values calculated using 
fixed mass and fixed depth.  In addition, the SD values for OCC and bulk density for each depth and the 
average across depths were also regressed against the average SD and average CV values for OCM 
values calculated  
 
Table A-7: Average organic carbon (OCM) mass as calculated in soils with different dominating 
textural components and their average standard deviation (SC) and percent coefficient of variation 
(CV)  
Method Textural component % in Soil OCM SD CV 
   ----------Mg ha-1---------- % 
Fixed Depth      
 Clay >30 29.3b 3.8b 13.7b 
 Silt >60 28.7b 2.2a 7.7a 
 Sand >60 11.3a 1.9a 19.0c 
Fixed Mass      
 Clay >30 24.9b 3.1b 13.7b 
 Silt >60 23.5b 1.7a   7.8a 
 Sand >60   9.9a 1.6a 19.3c 
  
 

using fixed mass and fixed depth.  The coefficients of determination (r2) presented in Table A- 8 show 
that OCM was highly correlated with the OCC.  The strong relationships between OCC and OCM for fixed 
mass and depth methods suggest that OCC is the dominant factor resulting in differences among sample 
sites.  Table A-8 also shows that the standard deviation of OCM (OCM SD) is not related to the average 
OCC, indicating that the variability in OCM is not consistently affected by the OCC.   
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Table A-8: Coefficients of determination for the linear relationship between average OCM and the 
corresponding average standard deviation for the OCM and the average organic carbon 
concentrations found in each sampled depth and the average concentration in the 0-30 cm. 
Method   Avg. OCC (g kg-1) 
  0-30cm 0-10cm 10-20cm 20-30cm 
Fixed Mass   
 OCM (Mg ha-1) 0.9923 0.8681 0.9359 0.8410 
 OCM SD  (Mg ha-1) 0.0378 0.0221 0.0412 0.0406 
Fixed Depth Fixed depth 

     OCM  (Mg ha-1) 0.9673 0.7956 0.9166 0.8712 
 OCM SD (Mg ha-1) 0.0758 0.0210 0.1057 0.1024 
Table A-9 shows that the SD for OCC values was not related to the OCM. However, the SD for OCC was 
strongly related to the SD for OCM.  This indicates that the within sample site variability in OCM 
measurements is dependent on variability in OCC.   

Tables A-10 and 11 show that neither the average bulk density nor the SD for bulk density is related to 
the OCM or the SD for OCM.  This analysis suggests that variation in bulk density has no impact on 
variability in OCM within a sample site or among sample sites.  In fact, differences in OCM between 
sample sites and within sample sites were more dependent on OCC than on bulk density.  The fact that 
variation in bulk density does not influence variation in OCM can be explained in part by the fact that 
bulk density did not vary as a function of soil type.  Specifically, recall that Table C-6 shows no difference 
in bulk density among the different texture classes evaluated.  In addition, the average bulk density 
measured to a depth of 30 cm across all sample sites was 1.45 g cm-3. Figure A-1 shows that 20 of the 
sample sites had average bulk densities within the range of 1.49-1.41 g cm-3 which is +/- 2.5% of the 1.45 
g cm-3 average.  Furthermore, all bulk density values were within 15% of average bulk density.  In 
contrast the range of OCC values was 0.6 to 10.0 g kg-1 or +/- 90% of the mean of 5.7 g kg-1.  This wide 
range and more even distribution (Figure A-2) of OCC values explains its dominant effect on OCM.  

 
Figure A-1: Histogram showing the distribution of bulk density values measured at each of the 47 
sample sites.  
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Table A-9: Coefficients of determination for the relationship between average OCM and the 
corresponding average standard deviation for the OCM and the average standard deviation of the 
organic carbon concentration found in each sampled depth and the average standard deviation in the 
0-30cm. 
Method   Ave. Stdev of OCC (g kg-1)  
  0-30cm 0-10cm 10-20cm 20-30cm 
Fixed Mass 

 
    

 OCM  (Mg ha-1) 0.0601 0.0605 0.0056 0.0314 
 OCM SD  (Mg ha-1) 0.7669 0.499 0.5463 0.3479 
Fixed Depth 

 
  

   OCM  (Mg ha-1) 0.0695 0.0553 0.0126 0.0395 
 OCM SD  (Mg ha-1) 0.8308 0.1736 0.3973 0.7452 
 
 

 
Figure A-2: Histogram showing the distribution of organic carbon concentration (OCC) values 
measured at each of the 47 sample sites.  

Table A-10: Coefficients of determination for the relationship between average OCM and the 
corresponding average standard deviation for the OCM and the average bulk density found in each 
sampled depth and the average bulk density in the 0-30cm. 
Method   Ave. Bd (g cm-3) 
  0-30cm 0-10cm 10-20cm 20-30cm 
Fixed Mass 

 
    

 OCM  (Mg ha-1) 0.1593 0.1200 0.1054 0.1461 
 OCM SD  (Mg ha-1) 0.0004 0.0036 0.0096 0.0107 
Fixed Depth 

   OCM  (Mg ha-1) 0.0770 0.0479 0.0461 0.0887 
 OCM SD (Mg ha-1) 0.0043 0.0024 0.0141 0.0000 
 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

N
um

be
r o

f s
ite

s 
w

ith
 O

CC
 in

 ra
ng

e

Range in OCC (g kg-1)

 



 Oklahoma Carbon Program 
Soil Sampling Methodology v.2013 

 

23 

Power Analysis 
Power analysis was performed to determine the number of cores and sample sites required to be 80% 
confident in finding a significant (p<0.05) increase in OCM equal to the estimated sequestration rate of 
0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1.  The first analysis assumed a four-year sample rotation to monitor the change in 
OCM on each sample site.  Specifically, the analysis was performed to determine the number of samples 
required to measure an increase in OCM of 1.1 Mg C ha-1 at each site based on the standard deviation in 
OCM in each site.  Figure A-3 shows that the standard deviations observed in the data range from 0.5 to 
5.0 Mg C ha-1, resulting in a sample requirement of 10 to 659 with an average of 115 samples from each 
site to measure a site specific change in OCM equal to 1.1 Mg C ha-1 if in fact it occurred.   

Table A-11: Coefficients of determination for the relationship between average OCM and the 
corresponding average standard deviation for the OCM and the average standard deviation of the 
bulk density found in each sampled depth and the average standard deviation in the 0-30cm. 
Method   Ave. Stdev. of Bd (g cm-3) 
  0-30cm 0-10cm 10-20cm 20-30cm 
Fixed Mass 

 
    

 OCM (Mg ha-1) 0.1468 0.0227 0.1638 0.1010 
 OCM SD  (Mg ha-1) 0.0524 0.0204 0.0266 0.0563 
Fixed Depth 

 
 

     OCM  (Mg ha-1) 0.1897 0.0425 0.1963 0.1892 
 OCM SD  (Mg ha-1) 0.1349 0.1025 0.0632 0.1076 
 

 
Figure A-3: The number of cores required to be 80% confident in finding a significant (p<0.05) increase 
in carbon mass equal to 1.1 Mg C ha-1  at the standard deviation of OCM calculated for each site using 
the fixed mass method  at each site. 

This analysis of the core requirement to monitor carbon at each site demonstrates the futility in 
monitoring carbon on a site-by-site basis. In addition to the analysis costs, collection of the average 
number of required cores (115) from each sample site would seriously damage the integrity by simply 
forming an excessive number of holes in the soil surface.   
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Because of the high number of cores required to monitor carbon at each site, it may be more useful to 
assess the average carbon sequestration across all sample sites.  In order to determine the number of 
sample sites required, analysis of data from the 47 sample sites was used to determine a pooled 
standard deviation of 2.15 Mg C ha-1 for the OCM.  Power analysis was again performed to determine 
the number of cores and sample sites required to be 80% confident in finding a significant (p<0.05) 
increase in OCM equal to the estimated sequestration rate of 0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1.  This analysis found 
that 1997 cores would be required to measure this annual change in OCM as calculated using the fixed 
mass method.  If 10 cores were collected from each sample site, 200 sample sites would be required.   
Further analysis demonstrates the potential impact of sample frequency on sample requirement.  For 
example, if fields are sampled every four years and we expect that the sequestration rate is constant at 
0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1, then in 3 years the soil would accumulate 0.8 Mg C ha-1.   Two hundred and twenty-
four samples would be required to be 80% confident in finding a significant increase of this magnitude.  
Given that 10 cores are collected from each site, this would require 23 sample sites.  Table A-12 provides 
further assessment of the impact of sample frequency on the number of cores required to measure a 
significant change in OCM.  

Table A-12: The number of cores required to be 80% confident in finding a significant (p<0.05) increase 
in carbon mass in a fixed mass of soil equal to the estimated sequestration rate of 0.27 Mg C ha-1 yr-1 
for 1 to 10 years of sequestration. The number of sites was determined assuming that 10 cores are 
collected from each site.  

# of 
years 

Estimated 
Sequestration 

# of cores 
required 

# of sites 
sampled 

 
Mg C ha-1  

 1 0.3 1997 200 
2 0.5 501 50 
3 0.8 224 22 
4 1.1 127 13 
5 1.4 82 8 
6 1.6 58 6 
7 1.9 43 4 
8 2.2 34 3 
9 2.4 27 3 

10 2.7 23 2 
 

Summary 
The analysis shows that OCM is influenced by soil texture and that the variability in OCM increases in 
sandy soils due to low concentrations of OCC which decrease the reproducibility of the laboratory 
method.  The increased variability in OCM found in the clayey soils appears to be the result of the 
presence of inorganic carbon in these soils.  The dominant factor influencing within-site variability at a 
six-meter scale, and ultimately the number of samples required to successfully monitor carbon stocks, is 
the variability in OCC.  Although OCC has a strong influence on OCM, using the fixed mass method of 
calculating OCM further improved the relationship between OCC and OCM by decreasing variability in 
OCM due to variation in bulk density. 

The fact that bulk density was not significantly influenced by texture and is not a major contributor to 
variability suggests that perhaps a single/constant bulk density value may be used along with OCC 
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analysis to monitor carbon stocks.  This may be particularly true if the goal of monitoring is to determine 
the rate of change in a large land base such as the aggregated acres in a carbon program. However, the 
procedure is likely insufficient if monitoring is meant to determine the rate of change in carbon stocks at 
individual locations because site specific bulk density will be needed.  Power analysis found that, based 
on the standard deviation in OCM values at each site, the average number of cores required to monitor 
OCM would be 115.  This would be costly as well as damaging to the integrity of the sample site for long 
term monitoring due to excessive number of holes left in the soil surface.   Therefore, it is likely that 
multiple samples sites will be required to monitor the aggregate change in OCM.   

Utilizing multiple sites to monitor the aggregate change in OCM is prudent for a variety of other practical 
reasons as well.  First, it improves the representation of the contracted acres.  Secondly, it prevents loss 
of site integrity due to tillage or other soil disturbance.  Lastly, it provides potential opportunity to gain 
knowledge about the impact of soil type, management, and location on changes in OCM.  Therefore, 
collection of 10 cores per sample location will be sufficient to monitor carbon on a three-year sample 
frequency given that no fewer than 23 samples sites are used.  However, experience suggests that at 
least 1.5 times this many sites will be required to insure that site integrity is not compromised by tillage 
or other activity such as pipeline excavation over time.  
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Appendix B: Assessment of Three Soil Probes to Monitor Carbon Stock 
 

Objectives  
The objective of this study was to determine the impact of probe type on measured bulk density, 
organic carbon concentrations, and organic carbon mass in cropland soils of the U.S. Southern Plains.  A 
secondary objective was to evaluate the utility of the fixed mass method in reducing variability in 
measured organic carbon mass.   

Materials and Methods 
Three probe types were used in this study.  The first was a tractor mounted hydraulic probe (HP), 
Giddings #25-TS Model HDGSRTS, with a diameter of 3.98 cm.  The second probe is referred to as the 
push/hand probe (PP) and has a diameter of 2.67 cm.  This probe is commercially available from AMS 
Inc. as the 1 1/4" x 24" plated replaceable tip soil recovery probe.  This push probe can be fitted with a 
hammer head cross handle allowing for sample collection during dry conditions.  The third sampler 
evaluated is referred to as the slide hammer probe (SH), with a diameter of 4.8 cm.  This sampler is also 
commercially available from AMS Inc. as the 2" x 12" soil core sampler.  These samplers were selected 
because they include solid recovery tubes that will prevent contamination as the core is extracted.  They 
also allow sampling to 30 cm or greater.     

Nineteen fields participating in Oklahoma Carbon Program were sampled.  These fields were located in 
four Oklahoma counties (Major, Garfield, Washita, and Caddo).  The fields were cropland, with wheat as 
the primary crop.  A wide range of soil types were included in this study.  Legal descriptions of each field 
and management information were obtained from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.  Each field 
was assigned an alphabetic character for unique identification.  Field boundaries were drawn in ArcMap 
10, and the random point generator in the ArcToolbox was used to generate sample points within each 
field.  

A 3 m radius circle was marked around each random point, and samples were taken in that circle.  In 
these fields, 10 cores were collected using the hydraulic probe, and 5 cores each were collected with the 
push probe and slide hammer probe. 

Cores were extracted to a depth of 30 cm and cut into 0-10, 10-20, 20-30 cm segments.  The segments 
were packed in ziplock plastic bags and placed in an ice chest until transported and stored in a 
refrigerator at 4◦C.  Ziplock bags with wet soil were weighed and a subsample (~20 g) was weighed into 
an aluminum weigh boat.  This subsample of soil was dried at 110◦C for 24 hours and then weighed to 
determine moisture content.  The soil remaining in the ziplock bag was transferred to a paper bag and 
allowed to dry at 65◦C for one week and then ground and sieved through a 2 mm sieve.  Moisture 
content was used to determine dry soil mass in the ziplock bag and further to determine bulk density.   
The sieved soil was analyzed for total carbon using the dry combustion method (Kalembasa and 
Jenkinson, 1973) in a Leco CN analyzer after weighing 0.2400-0.2500 g into a tin foil cup.  Inorganic 
carbon was determined using a Pressure Calcimeter (Sherrod et al., 2002) for samples with pH greater 
than 7.2.  Soil pH was determined on a 1:1, soil:deionized H2O mixture after a 30 minute equilibration 
period.  

The organic carbon concentration of samples was calculated as the difference between the total carbon 
and inorganic carbon.  The organic carbon mass (OCM) in each depth was determined by multiplying the 
concentration by the bulk density.   

 



 Oklahoma Carbon Program 
Soil Sampling Methodology v.2013 

 

28 

The fixed mass approach to calculating OCM was adopted from Gifford and Roderick (2003).  
Specifically, the total length of the core was represented by Zb and the surface subsection is represented 
by Za with the cumulative dry soil masses to the respective depths denoted by ms(zb) and  ms(za) and 
the cumulative mass of soil C, cs (zb) and cs (za). The target or “fixed” cumulative mass of dry soil is 
denoted by ms (t) and the corresponding cumulative mass of soil C that we are looking for is denoted as 
cs (t). Through linear interpolation, the resulting equation is this: 

𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) = 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) +  
𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) − 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)
𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) −𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) �𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) − 𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)�. 

The soil mass up to 30 cm depth for each core was calculated. The minimum soil mass among the cores 
collected was selected as the fixed mass which was 3690 Mg ha-1 this is equal to a bulk density of 1.23 g 
cm-3 in the surface 30 cm of soil. The soil mass of 0-20 cm depth of every core is subtracted from this 
fixed mass.  The resulting mass of soils is multiplied by the concentration of carbon found in the 20-30 
cm segment of the core.  This value is then added to the mass of carbon in the 0-10 and 10-20 cm 
depths, which is simply calculated by multiplying the mass in each depth by the OCC found in each 
depth.    

Sample points were considered replicates and the probe type was the treatment.   The mean bulk 
density, organic carbon concentration, and organic carbon mass was calculated for each sample point 
and probe at each depth.  The mean organic carbon mass for the cumulative depth of 30 cm and the 
cumulative mass of 3690 Mg ha-1 was also calculated for each sample point and probe.  The coefficients 
of variation around these means was then determined. 

All of the three probes were treated as treatments and the fields as replications.  Randomized complete 
block analyses of variance were performed using the SAS PROC GLM procedure (SAS Institute, 2001) to 
determine significant treatment effects on the analyzed variables and the average coefficient of 
variation for those variables.  Fisher’s protected LSD was used to separate significant differences.    

 

Results and Discussion 

Table B-1 shows the impact of probe type on the bulk density measurements. The average bulk density 
as measured with PP was significantly higher than HP and SH in the surface 10 cm. The probable reason 
for higher bulk density at surface 10 cm for PP would be the compaction caused by its small cutting edge 
diameter (2.26 cm), such that the cross sectional area of the PP’s sample is less than half of the SH 
(cutting diameter of 4.8 cm) and HP (cutting diameter of 3.98cm).  The granular structure in the surface 
layer with low bulk density tends to be compressed easily.  There was no significant difference among 
the average bulk density readings of all three probes at 10-20 cm and 20-30 cm depth. 
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Table B-1: Average bulk density and coefficient of variation (CV) from 19 fields at various depths (0-10, 
10-20, and 20-30cm) collected using each of the three probe types. 

Depth  Probe Type† Bulk Density CV 
cm  g cm-3 % 
0-10    

 
PP  1.46a‡   7.9a‡ 
SH 1.32b 7.7a 
HP 1.33b 7.8a 

10-20    

 
PP 1.51a 7.0a 
SH 1.55a 4.8b 
HP 1.53a   6.1ab 

20-30    

 
PP 1.56a 6.5a 
SH 1.56a 5.3a 
HP 1.53b 5.2a 

†PP, Push probe with cutting edge diameter of 2.26cm; SH, Slide Hammer probe with cutting edge diameter of 
4.8cm; HP, Hydraulic probe with cutting edge diameter of 3.98cm. 
‡Values within each depth with different lower case letters are significantly (p<0.05) different  
 

Further, the average coefficient of variation (CV) in bulk density for each probe was not significantly 
different for the 0-10 or 20-30 cm soil layers.  However, the average CV for PP was significantly higher 
than the SH at 10-20 cm depth, but not different from the HP. 

Table B-2 shows that the average organic carbon concentration (OC) was not significantly different 
among the three probes at any depth.  The average CV for OC at 0-10 cm depth for HP was significantly 
higher than average CV for PP.  However, the CVs were not significantly different among the probes at 
the remaining depths.  

Table B-2: Average organic carbon (OC) concentration and coefficient of variation (%) and organic 
carbon mass (OCM) and coefficient of variation (CV) from 19 fields at 0-10, 10-20, and 20-30 cm 
depths, collected with all three probe types using fixed depth method.  

Depth  Probe† OC  Avg. CV 
of OC 

OCM Avg. CV of 
OCM     

cm  g kg-1 % Mg ha-1 % 
0-10      

 
PP 7.0a 13.1a 10.0a 13.2a 
SH 7.1a   15.1ab   9.2a 16.4a 
HP 7.0a 17.3b   9.2a 16.7a 

10-20      

 
PP 5.3a 14.9a   7.9a 16.8a 
SH 5.2a 12.3a   8.0a 13.5a 
HP 5.2a 14.9a   7.8a 16.8a 

20-30      

 PP 5.2a 20.2a   7.8a 21.4a 
SH 5.1a 15.2a   7.9a 16.1a 
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HP 5.0a 17.0a   7.5a 17.7a 
†PP, Push probe with cutting edge diameter of 2.26cm; SH, Slide Hammer probe with cutting edge 
diameter of 4.8cm; HP, Hydraulic probe with cutting edge diameter of 3.98cm. 
‡Values within each depth with different lower case letters are significantly (p<0.05) different 
In parenthesis is the lsd value for corresponding variable and depth 
 

Despite the differences in bulk density in the 0-10 cm depth, there was no significant difference in the 
OCM among probe types at this depth or the lower depths. Also, there was no difference in the average 
CV of organic carbon mass among probe types. This indicates that the probes could be used 
interchangeably to determine carbon mass on a fixed depth basis.  However, inspection of the data 
shows that the PP estimated 10.0 Mg OC ha-1 compared to 9.2 and 9.2 Mg ha-1 for the SH and HP in the 
0-10 cm depth (averaged across all fields). The difference between the PP and remaining probes is 
approximately 0.8 Mg OC ha-1, respectively.  Although not statistically significant, this difference is larger 
than the current estimated carbon sequestration rates (0.14-0.4 Mg OC ha-1 year-1) used to calculate 
carbon offsets for management of cropland in the area (OCC 2011). Therefore, this difference is 
important at a practical level, and effort should be made to minimize it. This error might be reduced if 
the initial carbon value was also determined using PP or if the error due to compression of the PP core 
can be removed from the analysis.  

Table B-3 shows that the cumulative OCM measured in the 0-30 cm depth with the PP is significantly 
higher than the OCM calculated with HP to a fixed depth. In fact, the PP resulted in an OCM that is 1.2 
Mg C ha-1 (4.9%) larger than that measured with the HP. This shows that the elevated bulk densities 
(Table B-1) of the PP at surface 10 cm resulted in significantly higher average total OCM.  No significant 
difference was observed in the average %CV for each probe.   

Table B-3: Average organic carbon mass (OCM) as measured in 19 fields with three different probe 
types using fixed depth and fixed mass methods. 

 Probe† Average OCM CV 
  Mg ha-1 % 
Fixed Depth  

PP 25.7a   8.9a 
SH   25.0ab 10.2a 
HP 24.5b 10.7a 

Fixed Mass  
PP 21.8a   8.4a 
SH 21.6a     9.8ab 
HP 21.3a 11.0b 

†PP, Push probe with cutting edge diameter of 2.26cm; SH, Slide Hammer probe with cutting edge diameter of 
4.8cm; HP, Hydraulic probe with cutting edge diameter of 3.98cm. 
‡Values within each depth with different lower case letters are significantly (p<0.05) different 
 

Table B-3 also shows the average OCM measured to a fixed mass of 3690 Mg ha-1 using three different 
probes in all 19 fields.  There was no significant difference in average OCM calculated from different 
probes.  In fact, the fixed mass method decreased the difference between the PP and HP to 0.5 Mg C ha-

1 or 2.2%.  However, the coefficient of variation for the PP is significantly lower (Table B-3) than the 
coefficient of variation of the SH and HP.  This result is in agreement with the study of Wuest (2009).  
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Wuest (2009) used square sampling probes of different cutting edge cross-sectional area for taking 
samples in tilled and compacted soils for water content measurement.  Using the fixed depth method, 
different equipment gave different results, but the use of equivalent mass eliminated the difference, 
although equipment effect on bulk density was not reported. 

Wilson et al. (2011) studied the variation in bulk density of a silt loam soil at different moisture levels 
(Appendix D in this protocol).  They took samples three times in 18 days up to a depth of 90 cm. During 
the first sampling event, soil was in the driest condition, while it was wettest on second event and had 
intermediate moisture during the third sampling episode.  No significant difference in mean bulk density 
was observed in the surface 30 cm, but the bulk density was lower in the driest condition as compared 
to wet conditions.  This change in the bulk density gave a significant difference in the measurement of 
total carbon mass, when there should be a negligible change in the carbon mass during such a short 
time.  However, the equivalent mass method gave no significant change in the total mass of carbon.  
This is consistent with the findings of the current study in that differences in measured organic carbon 
density resulting from differences in bulk density can be corrected regardless of the cause of the 
changes in bulk density.  There are different ways of using fixed mass method.  For example, Ellert et al. 
(2002) compared the fixed depth and the equivalent mass methods of measuring carbon on non-
amended and coal-amended (serving as carbon sequestered) plots.  The equivalent mass method 
recovered 91-106% of applied coal as compared to 62-84% when the fixed depth method was used.  
They chose the value of equivalent mass for each layer arbitrarily, and the authors reported that 
whatever value of equivalent mass is chosen does not have any effect on recovery of organic carbon. 

On the other hand, Lee et al. (2009) adjusted the bulk density based on an assumption that tillage would 
consistently decrease the bulk density compared to a no-till system.  They compared changes in soil 
carbon mass using adjusted bulk density under these systems with the equivalent mass of each layer 
adjusted to minimum, maximum, and original soil mass. The authors reported greater accuracy when 
using minimum soil mass, where the bulk density increases such as in no-till, and where the direction of 
change in bulk density is not known.  The maximum mass was suitable for sites where bulk density was 
decreasing and the original mass accurately known. 

As described in the materials and method section in our study, we have adjusted the soil mass of all 
cores to the minimum cumulative mass found among the cores/samples.  Thus, there can be different 
ways of using the equivalent/fixed soil mass method.  However, both the studies presented above and 
our study resulted in a reduction of error or uncertainties in calculation of OCM due to uncertainty in 
bulk density measurements. 

Summary 
This study shows that small diameter soil sampling probes can compress the surface layers of the soil, 
thus giving higher bulk density measurements.  Differences in bulk density can impact soil organic 
carbon stocks when calculated with fixed depth methods.  The fixed mass method eliminates the 
significant differences in carbon stocks due to difference in sampling probes.  This is crucial where bulk 
density is involved in the calculation of soil properties, especially for monitoring temporal changes in soil 
organic carbon stocks, since data collection may be conducted by different people and with different 
tools at different times.  Removal of the difference in carbon stocks due to bulk density error by fixed 
mass enables the use of inexpensive push probes in places where tractor mounted hydraulic probes 
cannot be used or where funding restricts its use.   
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Appendix C: Influence of Inorganic Carbon Concentrations on 
Variability in Organic Carbon Concentrations 
 

Objectives 
The objective of this study was to evaluate the impact of inorganic carbon (carbonates) on the 
determination of organic carbon concentrations in soils.  

Materials and Methods 
Three soils (Woodward, Konawa, and Osage) containing a range of inorganic carbon and organic carbon 
concentrations were collected, dried at 65◦C, and ground to pass a 2 mm sieve.  These soils were spiked 
with Agricultural lime, charcoal, and peat (Table C-1).  The lime was sieved to create three particle sizes 
of <0.05 mm, 0.05-0.5 mm and 0.5-2.0 mm to determine if the size of inorganic carbon particles 
influenced organic carbon analysis.  Each amendment was added to each soil at 5% and 25% by weight.  
This resulted in 30 treatments which were replicated three times.  Each replicate of the soil:amendment 
combination was mixed and sieved to homogenize the sample.  Each treatment was then analyzed for 
total carbon using the dry combustion method (Kalembasa and Jenkinson, 1973) in a Leco CN analyzer 
and inorganic carbon using a Pressure Calcimeter (Sherrod et al., 2002).  The difference between these 
two analytical results was used as the organic carbon concentration.    

Table C-1: The initial total C, inorganic C, and organic C concentrations found in soils and additives 
used in this study. 

Material Total C Inorganic C Organic C 

 
-----------------------g kg

-1
------------------------ 

Woodward   49.3   38.2  11.2 
Konawa   17.1     0.0  17.1 
Osage   19.5     0.1  19.4 
Lime (0.5-2.0 mm) 120.6 116.7    3.9 
Lime (0.05-0.5 mm) 114.7 114.7    1.8 
Lime (<0.05 mm) 118.6 108.7    9.9 
Charcoal 471.2  12.6 458.6 
Peat 441.8    0.0 441.9 

 

Results Summary 
Additions of lime, charcoal, and peat did not consistently influence the recovery of organic carbon in 
samples analyzed (Data not shown).  However, the presence of inorganic carbon did influence the 
variability in organic carbon concentrations.  Figure C-1 shows the change in the coefficient of variation 
in organic carbon concentrations as a function of the ratio of inorganic carbon to total carbon increases.  
Notice that when this ratio is in excess of 0.40, meaning that 40% of the total carbon is inorganic carbon, 
the coefficient of variation (CV) increase to above 10%. 
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Figure C-1: The response of the coefficients of variation for the mean organic C concentrations in each 
treatment to the ratio of inorganic C to total C measured in those treatments. 

This data show that when inorganic carbon represents 40% or more of the total carbon in a soil sample 
the variability will dramatically increase.  This will require more analytical replicates to overcome this 
variability or the use of an alternative method for determining organic carbon should be used. 

References 
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Appendix D: Changes in Bulk Density and Carbon Stock Estimates in 
Shrink-Swell Soils 
 

Objective 
This study was conducted to determine if using the fixed mass method would improve the precision of 
soil C stock measurements in a high shrink/swell soil under variable soil moisture conditions.  This 
research will be useful in determining if changing from the current fixed depth method to the fixed mass 
method is needed in order to monitor soil C stocks for the purpose of determining soil C sequestration 
rates in shrink/swell soils.  

Materials & Methods 
This experiment was located in Stillwater, OK, on a Kirkland silt loam (Fine, Mixed, Superactive, Thermic 
Udertic Paleustoll). This soil was chosen for its high clay content and corresponding shrink/swell that 
causes cracks in the soil for some time during most years. This soil was selected using the NRCS Soil 
Characterization database that provided bulk density data demonstrating that the bulk density, as 
determined using the clod method (Brasher et al., 1966; Blake and Hartge, 1986; Grossman and Reinsch, 
2002), of this soil can change by as much as 30% between field capacity and permanent wilting point.   
This experimental location was planted to soybeans under conventional tillage. An area measuring five 
meters by seven meters was sectioned into 32 individual sample areas.  The experimental area was 
sampled three times to provide three different soil moisture conditions. The sample areas were 
randomly assigned to a sample time (treatment) such that 10 cores would be collected during each 
treatment time.  The remaining two sample areas would not be sampled unless an error was made in 
collecting from the other areas.  Due to the short experimental period (two weeks), it is assumed that 
changes (decomposition/deposition) in organic C stocks would be minimal.  

Soil samples were collected August 13th, 25th, and 30th of 2010 to capture various soil moisture 
conditions. Sampling dates were chosen to represent a range from very dry to moist soil conditions. 
August 13th was quite dry, between August 13th and 25th the location received approximately 5.7 cm of 
rainfall, and on the 24th the plots were irrigated with approximately 2.5 cm of water and sampled on the 
25th.  On the 28th, the plots were again irrigated with approximately 2.5 cm of water and sampled two 
days later. These sampling dates are referred to as T1 (13th), T2 (25th) and T3 (30th).  

Soil samples were collected using a tractor-mounted hydraulic probe with a cutting diameter of 7.45 cm.  
The probe was pushed to a depth of approximately 125 cm.  Soil from the bottom of some of the cores 
fell out as the core was extracted from the soil.  Therefore, only 90 cm of soil was used for this analysis 
because this depth was consistently extracted throughout each sampling time.  Each hole created after 
sampling was measured for depth.  The depth of the hole created was then compared to the length of 
the core to gauge compression if any. The cores were placed in a cradle made from PVC pipe with a 
diameter of 10 cm and cut into 10 cm sections using a curved knife, such that soil was not lost from each 
section.  Soil samples were then placed in a plastic bag and stored in an ice chest until they were 
delivered to a refrigerator for storage at 4°C.  Each soil core section was initially weighed to determine 
bulk density.  After the initial weight was determined, the sample was mixed and a subsample (20 g) was 
dried at 110°C to determine the moisture content.  The bulk density was then adjusted to a dry weight 
basis.  The remaining sample was transferred to a paper bag and placed in a greenhouse to air-dry.  Each 
sample was then ground to pass through a 2 mm sieve.  Each sample was analyzed for total C and N 
using a TrueSpec CN analyzer (LECO, Inc. St. Joseph, MI).  Soil pH was determined on a 1:1, soil: 
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deionized H2O mixture after a 30 minute equilibration period.  Soil inorganic C was determined on soil 
samples with a pH > 7.0 using a pressure calcimeter method (Sherrod et al., 2002). Soil organic C was 
determined by the difference between total C and inorganic C.   

In addition, the coefficient of linear extensibility (COLE) was determined on three randomly selected soil 
samples from each depth using the method of Schafer and Singer (1976).  

Two methods were used to calculate C stocks for each sampling period.  The first method is the 
commonly used spatial coordinate method. In this method, the sampling depth, z, is specified and 
therefore constant. The soil volume, V (m3), contains a dry mass, ms (kg), and total mass, mt (kg), 
including water. The C mass within the volume is 

𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠=
𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠
𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠

𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠
𝑉𝑉
𝑉𝑉 = 𝑓𝑓𝑐𝑐𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏𝑉𝑉,     (1) 

where 𝑓𝑓𝑐𝑐 = 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠/𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠 is the mass fraction of C within the total dry mass, and 𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏 = 𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠
𝑉𝑉

(kg m-3) is the mass 
concentration of the dry material (“dry bulk density” or “bulk density”). Since V equals area (A) times 
depth (z), soil C per unit area is 

𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠
𝐴𝐴

= 𝑓𝑓𝑐𝑐𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏
𝑉𝑉
𝐴𝐴

= 𝑓𝑓𝑐𝑐𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏
𝐴𝐴𝑧𝑧
𝐴𝐴

= 𝑓𝑓𝑐𝑐𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏𝑧𝑧.    (2) 

The second method used is the cumulative mass method proposed by Gifford and Roderick (2003) as an 
alternative to the spatial coordinate method.  The cumulative mass method calculated C stocks found in 
a constant mass of soil instead of a constant depth and therefore may reduce errors associated with 
changes in bulk density resulting from shrink swell. In this method, depth varies so that each sample 
contains the same dry mass per unit area (ms/A). In Eq. 2, 𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏𝑧𝑧 is equivalent to the dry soil mass per unit 
area. Therefore, in the cumulative mass method, as 𝜌𝜌𝑏𝑏 increases, the sampling depth (z) is reduced, 
thereby maintaining the product of the two terms as a constant. 

In order to find the cumulative mass of soil C, Gifford and Roderick (2003) use linear interpolation to 
allow for variation with depth in both the mass fraction of C and bulk density. This is accomplished by 
dividing the core into two sections; for example, a core taken to 40 cm would be divided into one 
section of 0-20 cm and another of 20-40 cm. The total length of the core is represented by zb and the 
surface subsection is represented by za with the cumulative dry soil masses to the respective depths 
denoted by ms(zb) and  ms(za) and the cumulative mass of soil C, 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) and 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎). The target or 
“fixed” cumulative mass of dry soil is denoted by 𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) and the corresponding cumulative mass of soil C 
that we are looking for is denoted as 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡). Through linear interpolation, the resulting equation is 

𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) = 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) +  𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏)−𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)
𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏)−𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)  �𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) − 𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)�.   (3) 

Analysis of variance and contrast analysis were performed using the SAS PROC GLM procedure (SAS 
Institute, 2001), to determine significant treatment affects on measured response variables. 

Results and Discussion 
COLE values increased with depth (Figure D-1).  The COLE values of 0.10 or greater found below 20 cm in 
this profile indicate very high potential for shrink-swell in a soil. The values obtained for this sample site 
meet the criteria for a Vertic suborder classification as defined by the Soil Survey Staff (2010). 
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Figure D-1: The average COLErod values for 3 randomly selected samples from each depth.   

 

Soil Moisture. Analysis of variance found that all sample dates had significantly different soil moisture at 
the 0-10 cm increment, with T1 being the driest at 0.08 g g-1 moisture, T3 being the intermediate 
moisture level at 0.15 g g-1 and T2 being the wettest with 0.19 g g-1 soil moisture. Analysis of the 10-20 
cm, 30-40 cm, and 60-70 cm increments all revealed T1 to be significantly drier than T2. The T3 soil was 
not significantly different from either T1 or T2 at any of these increments. No significant differences 
were found at depth increments below 70 cm. (Figure D-2).   
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Figure D-2: Soil moisture as measured at sample date T1, T2 and T3.  Values right of data points are 
least significant differences (LSD) at the 0.05 probability level.  Data points without LSD values were 
not significantly different. 

 

Soil Bulk Density. Analysis of variance showed no significant differences in mean bulk density for the 
surface 30 cm. At 30-40 cm, T1 was found to have a significantly lower bulk density of 1.35 g cm-3 than 
either T2 or T3 with bulk densities of 1.49 and 1.50 g cm-3, respectively. From 40-60 cm, no significant 
differences were found. At 60-70 cm, the bulk density of T1 was again significantly lower at 1.46 g cm-3 
compared to the T2 and T3 dates which both had bulk densities of 1.62 g cm-3.  The bulk density of T1 
was significantly higher than the remaining sampling dates in the 70-80 cm increment. No significant 
differences were found at the 80-90 cm depth. (Figure D-3) 

The differences in soil moisture help to explain the differences found in the bulk densities. The T1 soil 
profile was generally drier than the T2 and T3 profiles.  At depths where significantly different bulk 
densities were observed, the T1 soils had lower bulk densities except for at 70-80 cm where it had 
greater bulk density.  This is contrary to the hypothesis that shrinkage of soils upon drying would result 
in an increase in bulk density in these soils with apparent shrink/swell capacity as indicated by measured 
COLE values.  Recall that the bulk density as measured by the clod method does increase with 
decreasing soil moisture because the individual clods shrink upon drying. However, it appears that the 
differences in bulk density found at 30-40 and 60-70 cm resulted from compression of the T2 and T3 
cores.   
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Figure D-3: Soil bulk density as measured at sample date T1, T2 and T3.  Values left of data points are 
least significant differences (LSD) at the 0.05 probability level.  Data points without LSD values were 
not significantly different. 

In order to assess compression, core lengths and hole depths were measured. Table D-1 shows the 
average measured whole core lengths and the average depth of holes created during sampling.  Notice 
that whole core lengths were approximately 1 cm longer than the depth of holes for T1 and T2 and that 
the core length was approximately equal to hole depth for T3.   

Table D-1: The date of sample collection, the average measure whole length of soil cores extracted 
and the average depth of holes after core extraction.   

Sample 
Date 

Sample 
Date ID 

Core 
Length 

Hole 
Depth  

  
-------cm--------- 

8/13/2010 T1 104.8 103.7 
8/25/2010 T2 105.1 104.1 
8/30/2010 T3 122.0 122.2 

Recall that during the sampling process the probe was pushed to an approximate depth of 125 cm.  At 
T1 and T2 portions of the core fell out of the probe tube before the tube could be lifted from the hole.  
This did not apparently occur at T3.  Therefore, it appears that the section of soil falling back down the 
hole did not set firmly back from where it came, which explains the fact that, on average, the hole depth 
is shallower than the length of core for T1 and T2.  This illustrates the difficulty in estimating small 
amounts of compression by measuring core length and hole depth.  In fact, when the compression of 
the T2 and T3 cores is calculated from the average bulk density values measured to 90 cm, it is found 
that equivalent mass of soil in T2 and T3 would be 0.57 and 1.27 cm shorter than T1, respectively. Wuest 
(2009) states that the same soil sampled when bulk density is higher will remove more soil than when 
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the soil has a lower bulk density. In other words if the soil is measured to specific depth more soil will be 
removed.  However, if a soil could be measured to a specific mass, a shorter core would be extracted.  
The realities of core extraction prevent full explanation of the mechanisms by which bulk densities 
varied between sampling times; however, the data does allow for an assessment of the impact of this 
variable bulk density on carbon concentration and carbon mass measurements. 

Carbon Concentration. Analysis of variance found no significant differences in total C, soil inorganic C, or 
soil organic C between the treatments. Figure D-4 shows that C concentrations generally decreased with 
depth and given the short experimental period, one would not expect to see significant differences 
between the sampling dates.  

Carbon Stocks. Analysis of variance of the mean C stocks in each depth increment showed that at 30-40 
cm the C stocks in the T1 samples were 11.9 Mg C ha-1, which was significantly lower than the 12.8 and 
13.3 Mg ha-1 found at this depth in T2 and T3 respectively. At the 60-70 cm increment the T1 samples 
contained 12.6 Mg C ha-1, which was significantly lower than 13.9 Mg C ha-1 found in T3 but not different 
from the 13.3 Mg C ha-1 found in T2 (Figure D-5). Despite these significant differences found at each 
depth increment, no significant differences were found in the cumulative C stocks when calculated on a 
fixed depth basis (Table D-2).   

 
Figure D-4: Organic carbon concentrations as measured at sample date T1, T2 and T3.  Values left of 
data points are least significant differences (LSD) at the 0.05 probability level.  Data points without 
LSD values were not significantly different. 
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Figure D-5: Organic carbon mass in each depth increment as measured at sample dates T1, T2 and T3.  
Values left of data points are least significant differences (LSD) at the 0.05 probability level.  Data 
points without LSD values were not significantly different.  
 
Calculating the soil C stocks on a  fixed mass basis, Table 15 shows the C stocks found in a range of soil 
masses corresponding to depth increments from 16-90 cm.  Here again there were no differences 
among the three sampling dates.  However, the absolute differences in C stocks when calculated using 
the fixed depth method (Table D-2) are greater than the absolute differences when C stocks are 
calculated using the fixed mass method (Table D-3).   
 
Table D-2: The cumulative carbon stocks as measured to each depth on a fixed depth basis for each 
sample date (T1, T2, and T3) and the maximum difference among sampling dates. 

Depth T1 T2 T3 LSD† 
Max 

Difference 
Cm -------------------------Mg ha-1--------------------------- 
10 14.2 15.5 15.6 ns 1.4 
20 32.0 32.5 33.6 ns 1.5 
30 47.1 47.0 48.9 ns 1.9 
40 58.9 59.9 62.2 ns 3.3 
50 71.6 72.7 74.3 ns 2.7 
60 85.7 85.5 86.7 ns 1.1 
70 98.7 98.8 100.6 ns 1.9 
80 109.5 109.9 112.1 ns 2.6 
90 117.7 118.3 121.2 ns 3.6 

†LSD, Least significant difference at the 0.05 probability level. 

 
 
 

0.7 

1.3 

 



 Oklahoma Carbon Program 
Soil Sampling Methodology v.2013 

 

43 

Table D-3: The cumulative carbon stocks as measured in each increment of soil mass on a fixed mass 
basis for each sample date (T1, T2, and T3) and the maximum difference among sampling dates.  

Fixed 
Mass 

Estimated 
Depth T1†  

Estimated 
Depth T2 

Estimated 
Depth T3 T 1 T 2 T 3 LSD‡ 

 Max. 
Difference 

Mg ------------cm------------ ------------------------Mg ha-1----------------------- 
2000 16 16 16 25.0 25.5 25.2 ns 0.5 
3000 23 23 23 36.9 36.8 37.1 ns 0.3 
4000 29 29 29 47.5 46.8 47.9 ns 1.1 
5000 36 36 36 56.2 55.6 57.1 ns 1.5 
6000 43 42 42 64.5 64.4 65.5 ns 1.1 
7000 50 49 49 73.4 72.1 73.2 ns 1.3 
8000 56 55 55 81.3 80.1 80.8 ns 1.2 
9000 63 61 61 89.5 88.0 88.7 ns 1.5 

10000 70 68 68 97.6 96.2 97.3 ns 1.4 
11000 76 74 74 104.4 103.7 105.0 ns 1.3 
12000 83 81 81 110.3 110.2 111.9 ns 1.7 
13000 90 87 87 115.5 115.6 117.9 ns 2.4 

†The depth was estimated from the relationship between cumulative mass and depth (Figure D-6). 
‡ LSD, Least significant difference at the 0.05 probability level. 

The fixed mass method removed error associated with the significantly different bulk densities found at 
30-40 and 60-80 cm.  The remaining variability could be due to spatial variability or analytical variability 
in the C analysis.  In fact, when the fixed mass method was used to calculate C stocks, the largest 
difference between sample dates was 2.6% found in the surface 5000 Mg of soil (Table D-3).  In contrast, 
when the fixed depth method was used, the maximum difference observed in the 0-10cm depth was 9.3 
% of the average C stock found in this depth.  The difference observed at 0-40 cm was 5.5 % of the 
average C stock (Table D-2). This analysis is consistent with the findings of Ellert and Bettany (1995) who 
stated that use of the fixed mass method eliminates sensitivity to bulk density.  
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Figure D-6: Relationship between cumulative mass of soil and sampling depth, data includes all sample 
dates.  
 
Figure D-7 shows the C mass in each depth increment normalized based on equivalent mass of soil.  
Notice that significant differences found in Figure 9 at 30-40 and 60-70 cm are eliminated when 
equivalent mass is used to calculate C stocks within each soil layer.  This supports the findings of 
previous research (Gifford and Roderick, 2003; VandenBygaart and Angers, 2005) that small differences 
in bulk density can change how much C mass is reported. If scientists are to understand global climate 
change, then accurate and standardized reporting of soil C stocks is essential. Currently, the Oklahoma 
Carbon Program estimates C sequestration to be 0.3 Mg C ha-1 yr-1 after conversion to no-till in Western 
OK.  This data demonstrates that the magnitude of error that can occur when monitoring C is quite large 
compared to the potential average annual changes.  Using the fixed mass method to calculate C can at 
least reduce variability associated with changes in measured bulk densities. 
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Figure D-7: Organic carbon mass in each estimated depth increment (increments were created from 
relationship between cumulative mass and soil depth in Figure D-6) as measured at sample date T1, 
T2 and T3. Data points without LSD values were not significantly different at the 0.05 probability level.   

Therefore, it may be a more appropriate method than the current fixed depth method suggested by the 
IPCC, particularly for monitoring C changes over time or when data from different sources or methods is 
to be compared.   

Conclusions 
Soil bulk density did not increase with decreasing soil moisture as was expected in this high shrink/swell 
soil.  Alternatively, under moist soil conditions, discrete depth increments were susceptible to 
compaction during sampling, presumably because internal structure was compressed in these depth 
increments.  This compaction did result in significant difference in soil C stocks at these depth 
increments.  Because there were only two weeks between sampling dates in this experiment, these 
changes in C stocks must be attributed to error imposed by the compression of these soil layers while 
moist.  The fixed mass method removed these errors and provided a more precise estimate of soil C 
stocks.  

Methods of analysis, while generally standardized, can still have a huge impact on soil C measurements. 
The method tested here, the fixed mass method, as proposed by Gifford and Roderick (2003), allows for 
correction of biases imposed by differences in sampling equipment and sampling conditions that result 
in different measured bulk densities.  This may allow for a broader basis for comparisons of soil C 
measurements between sites, conditions, times, and researchers.   
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Appendix E: Soil Sample Analysis 

E.1 Soil Analysis 
Ziplock bags with wet soil are weighed, and a subsample (~20 g) is weighed into a weighing tin.  This 
subsample is dried at 110◦C for 24 hours and then weighed to determined moisture content.  The soil 
remaining in the ziplock bag is transferred to a paper bag and allowed to dry a 65◦C for 24 hours and 
then ground and sieved through a 2 mm sieve.  Moisture content is used to determine dry soil mass in 
the ziplock bag and further to determine bulk density.   The sieved soil is analyzed for total carbon using 
the dry combustion method (Kalembasa and Jenkinson, 1973) in a Leco CN analyzer after weighing 
0.2400-0.2500 g into a tin foil cup.  Inorganic carbon is determined using a Pressure Calcimeter (Sherrod 
et al., 2002) for samples with pH greater than 7.2.  Soil pH was determined on a 1:1, soil:deionized H2O 
mixture after a 30-minute equilibration period. The organic carbon concentration (OCC)of samples is 
calculated as the difference between the total carbon and inorganic carbon.   

Note: The presence of inorganic carbon can cause variability in organic carbon concentration to 
increase.  In fact, laboratory analysis of samples with 0 to 90% of the total carbon as inorganic carbon 
showed that the coefficient of variation increases above 20% when the inorganic carbon is greater than 
40% of the total carbon (Appendix C).  Therefore, laboratory replicates will be required for soils in which 
the inorganic carbon is greater than 40 % of the total carbon in order to reduce the variability in organic 
carbon analysis.   

E.2 Calculating Organic Carbon Mass 
Traditionally the OCM in a unit area of soils is calculated using a fixed depth approach.  Using this 
approach, the OCC is multiplied by the bulk density (Bd) and divided by the sample depth: 

OCM=OCC*Bd/depth 

However, measurements of bulk density are highly variable and can be influenced by probe diameter 
(Appendix B) and soil moisture (Appendix D). Therefore, the fixed mass approach to calculating OCM will 
be used in this protocol.  This approach decreases error associated with differences in bulk density 
measurements, thereby reducing variability in OCM measurements (Appendices B and D).  

The fixed mass approach to calculating OCM was adopted from Gifford and Roderick (2003).  
Specifically, the total length of the core was represented by Zb and the surface subsection is represented 
by Za with the cumulative dry soil masses to the respective depths denoted by ms(zb) and  ms(za) and 
the cumulative mass of soil C, cs (zb) and cs (za). The target or “fixed” cumulative mass of dry soil is 
denoted by ms (t) and the corresponding cumulative mass of soil C that we are looking for is denoted as 
cs (t). Through linear interpolation, the resulting equation is 

𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) = 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) +  
𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) − 𝑐𝑐𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)
𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑏𝑏) −𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎) �𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑡𝑡) − 𝑚𝑚𝑠𝑠(𝑧𝑧𝑎𝑎)�. 

The soil mass up to 12 inch depth for each core is calculated. The minimum soil mass among the cores 
collected during the method development was selected as the fixed mass which was ~9118 Mg acre-1 
this is equal to a bulk density of 1.23 g cm-3 in the surface 12 inches of soil. The soil mass of 0-8 inch 
depth of every core is subtracted from this fixed mass.  The resulting mass of soils is multiplied by the 
concentration of carbon found in the 8-12 segment of the core.  This value is then added to the mass of 
carbon in the 0-4 and 4-8 inch depths, which is simply calculated by multiplying the mass in each depth 
by the OCC found in each depth.    
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Note: The fixed mass of soil was set equal to the minimum soil mass among the cores collected during 
the method development because this allows all cores to be included in the analysis while maximizing 
the fixed mass value.  This mass may change as an increasing number of cores are added to the 
database.  For example, if a core with a bulk density less than the lightest soil currently in the database 
is collected, its mass per unit area will then be used as the fixed mass.  
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Abbreviations 

OCM, the organic carbon mass in a unit area of soil to a specific fixed depth or fixed mass of soil 

OCC, the concentration or organic carbon in a soil 
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Appendix F: Soil Sample Collection Form 

 



 

 

Soil Sample Collection 

010101 

Producer Name: ____________________________                              Producer #:__01____ 

Date:____/_____/_________                  Field Identification #:__0101__ 

                  Sample location #:__01____ 

Sampling Location: Longitude, Latitude:_____________________________________________ 

Sample ID  Depth (inches)  Time Collected  Notes 

0101010104  0‐4     

0101010108  4‐8 

0101010112  8‐12 

0101010204  0‐4   

0101010208  4‐8 

0101010212  8‐12 

0101010304  0‐4   

0101010308  4‐8 

0101010312  8‐12 

0101010404  0‐4   

0101010408  4‐8 

0101010412  8‐12 

0101010504  0‐4   

0101010508  4‐8 

0101010512  8‐12 

0101010604  0‐4   

0101010608  4‐8 

0101010612  8‐12 

0101010704  0‐4   

0101010708  4‐8 

0101010712  8‐12 

0101010804  0‐4   

0101010808  4‐8 

0101010812  8‐12 

0101010904  0‐4   

0101010908  4‐8 

0101010912  8‐12 

0101011004  0‐4   

0101011008  4‐8 

0101011012  8‐12 

0101010104 
 

Producer #  Field #  Location # Core # Depth #
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