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Oklahoma Conservation Commission 

• Agency Mission: conserve, protect, and restore 
Oklahoma’s natural resources, working in 
collaboration with conservation districts and other 
partners, on behalf of the citizens of Oklahoma 



Mutiple states (MN, MI, LA, TX) have or 
are developing “certainty” agreements 
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26 OK success stories are currently published at http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/nps/success319/ 
We have identified an additional 11 stories we have submitted to EPA in June/July 2013. 

2013 Potential Oklahoma 
Non point Source Success Stories 
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Certainty 

• Many of the states that are pursuing certainty 
have pressing environmental issues that warrant 
this program (Chesapeake Bay or Gulf of Mexico 
hypoxia) 

• Oklahoma is different 



Many Questions Associated with 
Certainty 

• Area OK producers interested in a certainty 
program? 

• Would a program be statewide? 

• Who would be partners in the agreement? 

• What should the period of an agreement be? 

• ? 

• ? 

• ? 

 

 



Survey 

Oklahoma Statutes   Title 2. Agriculture 
        Section 2-18.3 - Voluntary Program to Reduce Liability of 
Landowners by Establishing Best Management Practices 
   
The Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry, in 
cooperation with the Oklahoma Conservation Commission and 
the Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension Service 
shall determine if there is a willingness among agriculture 
producers in Oklahoma to institute a voluntary program 
designed to reduce the liability of landowners through the 
establishment of best management practices designed to 
address water quality issues throughout Oklahoma. The 
program shall be voluntary in nature and encompass all state 
and federal regulatory requirements. 



What the Survey Will and Won’t do 

• The survey results will: 

– Help determine whether 
there is interest in 
certainty 

– Help determine a 
beginning framework for 
such a program 

– Be confidential 

– Be returnable to OSU in 
a self-addressed 
stamped envelope 

 

• The survey won’t: 

– Design the program 

– Be mailed statewide 

– Be the last opportunity 
for producers and 
producer groups to have 
input into what a 
program should look 
like, if one is pursued 

 



Questions 

• ANY questions about certainty or assurance 
should be sent to: 

Shanon Phillips 

OCC Water Quality Division Director 
405-522-4728 

Shanon.phillips@conservation.ok.gov 
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