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AGENDA 
OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Agriculture Building Board Room • 2800 N. Lincoln • Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Monday, October 9, 2017 – 9:30 a.m.  

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2.  Roll Call 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Discussion and possible approval of the September 11, 2017 regular meeting minutes.   

 
5. Discussion and possible approval of Claims, Financial Statement and Purchase Card 

Summary (Exhibit #1).    
 

6. Presentation of Commission Agreements (Exhibit #2) 

Discussion and possible approval of the following ratified new agreement: 

a.  Natural Resources Conservation Service 68-7335-17-207 (OCC-533) to provide 
technical assistance to the sponsor with completion of a design for rehabilitation of 
Boiling Springs Site 1. 

Discussion and possible approval of the following new agreements: 

b. Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security No. 940.020 (OCC-534 )for continued support 
of the OKMaps Project to support the Central Oklahoma Urban Area Security Initiative 
using GIS data to enhance the Oklahoma Spatial Data Infrastructure.  This project is a 
key component in the ongoing effort to improve law enforcement information sharing 
in Oklahoma. 

c. USDA APHIS – Wildlife Services 18-7340-2595-RA (OCC-534) to provide beaver 
damage management for all flood control structures. 

Discussion and possible approval of the following amended agreements: 

d.  Natural Resources Conservation Service 69-7335-14-16 (OCC-387) for rehabilitation 
of Sallisaw Site 33 in Sequoyah County.  Extends date to November 1, 2018. 

 

7.  Out of State Travel Requests (Exhibit #3):  

  Discussion and possible approval of the following requests: 

a. Office of Surface Mining – Autodesk University, November 13-17, 2017 – Las Vegas, 
NV 

b.  Sustainable Agriculture and Food System Funders – 4th Annual Policy Briefing and 
Workshop on State and Soil Policies – December 4 – 6, 2017 – Washington, D.C. 



 
Page 2 of 2  10/9/17 
 

c.  Environmental Protection Agency - 2017 Combined NPDES, TMDL, Monitoring and 
Assessment Managers Meeting – November 7-9, 2017 – Dallas, TX 

 
8.  Discussion and possible approval of Recommendations for Appointment of Conservation 
     District Director (Exhibit #4). 

 
9. Discussion and possible approval of the Commission’s FY2019 budget request (Exhibit 

#5). 
 

10. Public Comments 
 

11.  New Business 
 

12. Break (at option of the Chair) 
 

13. Partnership Reports:  
a. Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
b. USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service 
c. Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 
 

14.  Status Reports: 
a. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Members 

 
b. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Staff 

1. Trey Lam, Executive Director 
2. Shanon Phillips, Water Quality Director 
3. Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Director 
4. Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Land Program Director 
5. Tammy Sawatzky, Conservation Programs Director 
6. Lisa Knauf Owen, Assistant Director  

 
15. Proposed Next Meeting:  Monday, November 6, 2017, Agriculture Building Board Room, 

2800 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma at 9:30 a.m.  
 

16. Adjournment 
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OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

PROPOSED BUDGET REQUEST – FISCAL YEAR 2019 

 

1. Upstream Flood Control Infrastructure Dam Safety   $2,785,000 
a.  Operation & Maintenance Needs (2107 structures)  $    300,000 
b.  Rehabilitation State Match     $ 2,000,000 
c.  Equipment & Vehicle Upgrades    $    260,000 
d.  Restoration of funding for mission critical positions  $    125,000 

 
 

2. Critical Needs for Conservation Districts and OCC   $  845,160 
a. Restoration of Conservation District Funding  $ 559,300   
b. Market adjustment in salaries in order to retain employees $ 285,860 

 
 
TOTAL $3,530,160 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

PROPOSED BUDGET REQUEST – FISCAL YEAR 2019 
(Submitted by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission  

as approved by the State Geographic Information Council) 
 
1. Operation Funding for the Office of Geographic Information  $241,967 
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OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
ADMINISTRATION STAFF - SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

Monday, October 9, 2017 
 
 
Executive Director/Assistant Director 
 
· Met with Kevin Wagoner, Director of the Oklahoma Water Resources Center at OSU 

· Attended the NACD Tribal RPG meeting in Tuscon, AZ held during the Southwest Regional 
NACD meeting 

· Met with the Senate appropriations committee and staff to discuss apportioned funds 

· Participated in the Full Staff Meeting 

· Met with the Ag Group to discuss the legislative special session 

· Served on the decision making committee for the first annual Leopold Award 

· Attended the National Watershed Coalition / National Association of State Conservation 
Agencies annual meeting.  Lam made a presentation on rehabilitation and Knauf Owen made 
a presentation on the Farm to Food Bank project. 

· Attended the FAC/SEB – spoke with congressional staffers 

· Reviewed 35 application for the Public Information Officer position – setting up interviews for 
the top candidates 

· Attended the OACD Executive Board meeting 

· Met with OACD to discuss plans for the Leadership Class 

· Assisted Pontotoc and Hughes County Conservation District with board meeting preparations, 
cost-share and office administration 

· Assisted Cimarron Valley and South Caddo Conservation District with final paperwork for 
retiring employees 

· Worked with Department of Agriculture to distribute hog gates to conservation districts 

· Continue to work with Dept of Agriculture Financial Management and Human Resources staff 
to begin transferring information and data for November 1st transition 

· Assisted Grady County with a state tax issue 

· Developed information for the FY19 agency budget request 

· Assisted district with new hire paperwork in Pontotoc, Hughes, Garfield and Jackson County 
Conservation Districts 

· Prepared mailing to all district directors announcing open enrollment for health/dental 
insurance 

· Compiled New District Director Notebooks 

· Updated the Commission’s Agreements database  

· Updated District Director’s database  



 
 Page 2 of 2                                                                            

· Prepared the minutes from the previous regular scheduled meeting for review and approval  

· Finalized September Commission meeting packet: Prepared tentative meeting agenda; Out of 
State Travel exhibit; Agreements exhibit, Recommendations for Appointment exhibit, 
Administration Division Monthly Summary  

· Compiled the tentative meeting packet for hard-copy and email distribution to Commission 
members and principal staff  

· Sent email Meeting Notice 
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General Counsel  
September 2017 Report 

 
 Responded to issues and questions for or on behalf of the following conservation 

districts: Blaine County CD, Cimarron Valley CD, Dewey County CD, East Canadian 

County CD, Haskell County CD, Kingfisher County CD, Logan County CD, Murray County 

CD, Pontotoc County CD, Sequoyah County CD, South Caddo CD, and Woodward County 

CD 

 Timesheet and reports 

 Attended September Principle Staff and Commission meeting 

 Open record requests - 2 

 Responded to questions by conservation districts regarding the following topics: review 

of district policy on easement crossings, selling of equipment, general watershed 

questions, recycling report requirements, water tank inspection requirements, and 

personnel questions 

 2 Open record requests regarding Sundance Airport project by Cottonwood Creek 

Watershed Site #33 

 Prepared and submitted paperwork to Oklahoma Records & Archives Commission for 

the destruction of AML documents 

 Attended the Dewey County Conservation District meeting on September 6 to discuss 

crossing of easements by different energy companies 

 Attended the Logan County Conservation District Board meeting on September 14 to 

discuss pipeline crossing easements and Cottonwood 54 rehabilitation 

 Attended meeting in Oklahoma City on September 15th regarding South Caddo 

Conservation District pending issues 

 Assisted Cimarron Valley Conservation District with files on September 19 

 Attended full staff meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma on September 20th 

 Attended the Environmental Law Section Conference in Sulphur, Oklahoma on 

September 29th 

 Researched drone issues for AML 

 Conducted deed searches for AML; drafted temporary road easement; discussion on 

pending files 
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 Continue to work with the Cimarron Valley CD and the Blaine County CD on a 

Consolidation Plan 

 Working with the Cimarron Valley CD and the Kingfisher County CD on a Transfer of 

Conservation District Lands Plan 

 Followed the progress of the road survey on Upper Clear Boggy Site #34 to close out 

Agreement with landowner 

 Contacted company of Wind catcher Project and provided them with information on 

flood control structures for their use in planning transmission line routes 

 Assisted in the drafting of the Agreement with The Nature Conservancy regarding their 

specialty license plates 

 Responded to 3 citizen calls regarding: flood control structures, dam and wetland 

regulations, and use of water in flood control dams 















 OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 ABANDONED MINE LAND DIVISION MONTHLY SUMMARY 
 Robert W. Toole, AML Program Director 

 October 2, 2017 
 
AML Project Management 
 
Pryor (Muskogee County) 

Construction contract was awarded on January 25, 2017, to T. McDonald Construction for 
$1,024,278.40.  The contract time is 426 days with a completion date of April 5, 2018.  The 
contractor has completed approximately 75 percent of the work in 58 percent of the contract time. 
 

Sparks (Muskogee County) 
Construction contract was awarded on March 27, 2017, to Thomas Construction, Inc., for 
$631,859.20.  The contract time is 211 days with a completion date of November 2, 2017.  The 
contractor has completed approximately 48 percent of the work in 89 percent of the contract time. 

 
LeFlore County Underground Mines 6 (Leflore County) 

Construction contract was awarded on April 17, 2017, to Dill Transport, Inc., for $147,899.40.  The 
contract time is 210 days with a completion date of November 22, 2017.  The contractor has 
completed approximately 86 percent of the work in 75 percent of the contract time (not including 
weather days). 
 

McSpadden East (Rogers County) 
In-house design is progressing; contract packet being assembled. 
 

Moore North (Rogers County) 
Construction scheduled for 2017 pending Authorization To Proceed (ATP) from Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE). 

 
Pryor South (Muskogee County) 

Construction scheduled for 2017 pending ATP from OSMRE. 
 

Selrahc (Haskell County) 
In-house design is in progress.  Archeological survey completed with no issues identified. 
 

Fowler (Haskell County) 
Environmental considerations being cleared; right-of-entries are being finalized; in-house design is 
scheduled.  

 
Reves Phase 3 (Sequoyah County) 

Release letters have been accepted by landowners. Project completed and closed. 
 
Greer Phase 3 (Rogers County) 

Fall vegetation plan being implemented.  Repairs and erosion control is being monitored. 
 

Baumann (Rogers County) 
Fall vegetation plan being implemented; project being monitored. 
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OKLAHOMA	CONSERVATION	COMMISSION	
CONSERVATION	PROGRAMS	DIVISION	

Tammy	Sawatzky,	Director	
October	9,	2017	

	
Administration	
• Reconciled	O&M	and	rehab	financial	records.	
• Prepared	requests	for	reimbursement	paperwork	for	nine	NRCS	agreements.	
• Continued	work	on	watershed	dam	hazard	class	review	project.	
• Attended	the	National	Watershed	Conference	in	Nebraska	

	
Operation	&	Maintenance		
 Technical,	administrative,	and	legal/easement	assistance	to	12	Conservation	Districts:	

Garvin	 Pontotoc	County	 Latimer	County	
Custer	County	 Comanche	County	 Grady	County	
Okfuskee	County	 Upper	Washita	 Pittsburg	County	
Logan	County	 Murray	County	 Atoka	County	

 Claims:	Processed	10	watershed	claims	for	a	total	reimbursement	of	$54,363.03	
 Conservation	District	board	meeting:		Garvin,	NFRR,	Custer	County	
 Assisted	Pontotoc	County	CD	with	new	watershed	aide	interviews.	
 Conducted	a	pre‐bid	conference	for	Okfuskee	Tribs	Site	N‐10	in	Okfuskee	County.	
 Delivered	hog	gates	to	several	districts.	
 Approved	O&M	Funding	Requests:	

District	 Project	 Amount	
Custer	County	 Barnitz	60‐replace	section	of	outlet	pipe	 $10,611.34	
Harmon	County	 Tri‐County	Turkey	11‐sleeve	spillway	pipe	

Tri‐County	Turkey	21‐sleeve	spillway	pipe	
16,460.00	
18,350.00	

Upper	Washita	 Multiple	Sites‐chainsaws	&	equipment	fuel	
Big	Kiowa	2‐replace	outlet	pipe	

2,200.00	
22,000.00	

	 TOTAL	 $69,621.34	
 Flood	Damage	Repair	EWP	Contracting:	conducted	final	inspection	on	Caddo	Creek	Site	27.	
	
Watershed	Rehabilitation	
 Administrative,	technical	and	land	rights	assistance	to	

Sequoyah	County	–	Sallisaw	33		 Logan	County	–	Cottonwood	54	
Murray	County	–	Rock	15	and	16	 Dewey	County	–	Barnitz	5	and	11	
City	of	Perry	–	Upper	Black	Bear	62	 	

 NRCS	rehabilitation	agreement	management	
 Attended	the	Logan	County	board	meeting	to	discuss	the	rehab	contracting	process	for	Cottonwood	Creek	Site	

54.	
 Met	with	City	of	Perry	officials	to	discuss	next	steps	on	Upper	Black	Bear	Creek	Site	62	rehabilitation.	
 Met	with	the	Rock	Creek	Site	16	low	bidder,	Boyd	Construction	to	discuss	their	bid	prior	to	acceptance.	At	the	

conclusion	of	the	meeting	they	made	the	decision	to	withdraw	their	bid.	We	accepted	the	bid	from	CP	Integrated	
in	the	amount	of	$1,267,552.58	for	Rock	Creek	Site	16.	

 Claims:	Processed	2	Rehab	claim	for	a	total	reimbursement	of	$3,005.94	
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Cost‐Share	Program		
 Reviewed	Program	Year	17	and	18	monthly	reports	received	from	conservation	districts.	
 Certified	$25,514.47	of	CSPY	17	carry‐over	funds	for	10	conservation	districts.	
 Assistance:		Provided	Cost‐Share	Program	assistance	to	7	Conservation	Districts:	

Hughes	County	 Caney	Valley	 Atoka	County	
Jackson	County	 McClain	County	 Pushmataha	
Beaver	County	 	 	

	
#	of	

Claims	
#	of	Districts	 Claim	Amount	 	 	

PY	17	 	 	
1	 1	 $2,055.00	 	 	

Brush	Management	 18	acres	 	 	
	
#	of	

Claims	 #	of	Districts	 Claim	Amount	
	 	

PY	18	 	 	
53	 29	 $123,088.61	 	 	

Brush	Management	 1,242.1	acres	 Herbaceous	Weed	Control	 130	acres	
Cover	Crop	 546.2	acres	 Pasture	Planting	 183.2	acres	
Diversion	 693	acre	 Pipeline	 1,822	lf	
Fencing	 8,906	lf	 Pond	 18,271.9	cy	

Grassed	Waterway	 2.6	lf	 Pumping	Plant	 2	
Heavy	Use	Area	Protection	 1,552	sf	 Watering	Facility	 2	

	 	 Well	 2	
	



 
Northeastern State (Wagoner County) 

Release letters have been accepted by landowners.  Project completed and closed. 
 
McSpadden (Rogers County) 

Minor erosion repairs completed; vegetation being monitored . Release letter sent to landowner. 
 
Greer Phase 2 (Rogers County) 

Monitoring is on-going.  Release letter is scheduled. 
 
Moore South (Rogers County) 

Environmental assessment 95% completed pending ABB study and NLEB habitat assessment 
scheduled for August 2018; realty and rights-of-entry are in progress; final design has been 
completed.  Construction scheduled for 2018 pending availability of funds, ABB survey results, and 
ATP from OSMRE. 

 
Loudermilk Area (Rogers County) 

Realty is being cleared; design pending. 
 
Taloka Creek (Haskell County) 

Design pending. 
 
West Chelsea Area (Rogers County) 

Rights-of-entry for exploration have been acquired from all landowners except one. Aerial 
photogrammetry and bathometric survey completed; project selection pending. 

 
Williams Talala (Rogers County) 

Aerial photogrammetry completed; bathometric survey is scheduled; realty in progress; project 
selection pending. 

 
Laney (Wagoner County) 
 Realty in progress; assessment pending. 
 
Busby (Rogers County) 

Aerial photogrammetry completed; bathometric survey completed; project selection pending. 
 
Ryan Williams (Rogers County) 

Aerial photogrammetry completed; bathometric survey completed; project selection pending. 
 
Woytas (Rogers County) 

Aerial photogrammetry completed; bathometric survey completed; project selection pending. 
 
Johnny Patterson (Haskell County) 

Aerial photogrammetry completed; bathometric survey completed; project selection pending. 
 

McMillin-Graf (LeFlore County) 
Aerial photogrammetry completed; bathometric survey completed; project selection pending. 

 
 
 



AML Administration 
 
• Underground mine inventory update:  on-going. 
• Digitized Problem Area boundaries from scanned quad maps. 
• Realty Research & Verification:  on-going. 
• Budget Management:  on-going. 
• Personnel Management:  on-going. 
• Equipment Management: on-going. 
• Operations Management: on-going. 
• New Conservation District Director Orientation:  AML Program information prepared and 

submitted. 
• Updated federal Abandoned Mine Land Inventory System. 
• Participated in a conference call with the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs’ 

Public Education and Information Committee. 
• Participated in a conference call with the Mid-Continent Region Technology Transfer Team of 

OSMRE. 
• Attended OSMRE Mid-Continent Regional States Meeting 
• Professional Development:  

OSMRE National Technical Training Program (NTTP) training courses - 
 One staff attended AML Design Workshop: Subsidence  
OSMRE Technical Innovation and Professional Services (TIPS) training courses – 
 Two staff attended CAD 301: Carlson Mining Field, Hydrology, and Natural Regrade 

• Attended the OCC Full Staff Meeting. 
• Attend the National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs Annual Conference. 
 
 

 


